A Study of QoS based Management of 
Congestion using Backpressure Mechanism 
and Call Admission Control 
in ATM Networks 


By 

Vivek Mudgil 



DEPARTMENT OF E1.ECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur 


July, 2002 



A Study of QoS Based Management of 
Congestion using Backpressure Mechanism 
and Call Admission Control 
in ATM Networks 


A Thesis Submitted 

in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements 
for the Degree of 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 


by 

Vivek Mudgil 


to the 


DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY KANPUR 

July, 2002 



Hlfhpr ^FTsP'JTTT ?TTT 
WR^fhr sT’<3tfj' .-.T •g'ftrr^ ^frjf 

wiPd yo A .1.4 so 3.2. 



CERTIFICATE 


It is certified that the \A-ork contained in the thesis entitled A of QoS based 

Management of Congestion using Backpressure Mechanism and Call Admission 
Control in ATM Networks by Vivek Mudgil, has been canied out under our 
supervision and tliat this work lias not been submitted elsewhere for a degree. 


ifl 

Dr. K.R.Srivathsan 
Professor 

Department of Electiical Engineering 
Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur 




.ruly2002 



SYNOPSIS 


Packet switched technology is the backbone of Internet. It provides best effort service with 
no prior resource allocation for two end points to communicate. By and large the design 
was simple and allowed efficient utilisation of bandwidth. The end-to-end congestion 
avoidance mechanism and reliable comimmication of TCP (Transmission Control 
Protocol) over IP was primarily intended to cater to loss sensitive traffic. With the rapid 
growth of Internet and improved performance of the underlying network, and the 
developments in convergence, there has been increasing demand for supporting delay 
sensitive real-time traffic over the same packet switched network. This demand for delay 
sensitive real time traffic is being accommodated in packet switched networks by building 
requisite Quality of Service (QoS) support. These services cannot be supported on the 
basis of best effort services and require certain Quality of Service (QoS) support from the 
network in terms of boimds on loss probabilities and end-to-end delay. Hence packet 
switching combined with the guaranteed QoS requirements of existing and new services 
admitted into the network have made it imperative that methods based on soimd 
performance framework are required for managing resources and strategies for avoiding 
congestion in the networks. In the literature, attempts have focussed mainly on this. Our 
work extends the literature by taking closer look at preventing congestion by 

• Blocking a newly arriving call using Call Admission Control 

• Regulating the source traffic using appropriate backpressure based feedback. 

Three parallel thought processes provide the motivation for this work. One is the 
search for a reactive mechanism that allows a higher utilisation of network resources and 
eliminates the possibility of sustained congestion. Second is to find a parameter that is 
measurable and may be used to supplement existing CAC procedures in accepting or 
rejecting a call. And thirdly the dependence of QoS requirements of real-time multimedia 
traffic on user perception, which is different from the typical packet loss requirement of 
traditional data networks. Hence in this work we have modelled the sojourn times 
(duration spent in a state) of a network element into overload and underload states. This 
approach has been used to study the performance behaviour of a multiplexer with 



feedback-controlled sources with non-negligible propagation delay. The insight developed 
has been used to supplement the call admission control procedures based on asymptotic 
loss probability model [1]. 

Fluid flow approach is used to model the statistical multiplexer. The sources are 
modelled as On-Off type fluid sources. The combined fluid input to the fluid multiplexer is 
modelled as Markov Modulated Rate Process. Overload and underload periods have been 
defined based on two-level threshold approach. A multiplexer is in overload state between 
the time the contents of the fluid buffer cross the high threshold mark in upward direction 
and the time when the contents fall below the low threshold mark for the first time. The 
underload period has been defined the other way round. It is the duration from the time the 
contents of fluid buffer fall below the low threshold mark to the time the contents cross the 
high threshold mark for the first time and enter the congestion state. 

The matrix partial differential equation governing the probability density of first 
passage time is obtained using backward Chapman-Kolmogrov equations. Laplace 
transform is used to obtain the solution to the matrix differential equation. This gives a 
solution in terms of the eigenvalues of the key matrix defined by the drift and the 
infinitesimal generator for the modulating Markov Process of fluid input. The most critical 
aspect of this problem is the correct choice of boundary conditions and the segregation of 
eigenvalues so as to use the eigenvalues that contribute to stability of the solution. 
Properties of the eigenvalues have been obtained using the approach given in [2] and [3]. 
These properties along with other boundary conditions have been used to obtain the 
solution for the probability density for first passage time to overload and underload state. 

In order to obtain the sojourn times into overload and underload state, one needs to 
know the phases of the modulating process and the contents of fluid buffer at the instances 
when the multiplexer changes state. These are obtained by defining the embedded Markov 
Chain for the process giving phases of the modulating process at the instances of these 
transitions. Using the equilibrium probability of this embedded Markov chain, the explicit 
expressions for probability density function of sojourn times into overload and underload 
periods have been obtained. The numerical results have been obtained for a fluid input 
defined by a two state Markov Modulated Rate Process. Results have been verified with 



those obtained using simulation. A Fast Simulator was developed to speed up simulation 
for ATM type of networks. It uses a hybrid of embedded flow equations and event based 
simulation to perform simulation and is especially useful for a system with large number of 
nodes. 

The sojourn time analysis is used to obtain the overload and underload periods for 
three different models of fluid multiplexer with binary feedback controlled sources to 
study the impact of different parameters on the performance of multiplexer. The 
performance measures are the mean overload and underload durations. In the first model a 
simple rate controlled source with negligible feedback propagation delay is used. Second 
model uses a variation of the above model. It uses sources with source buffer. This results 
in the fluid multiplexer being driven by fluid input with two different modulating processes 
in overload and underload states. 

Finally the feedback model with delayed feedback and On-Off type fluid sources 
with source buffer are used to obtain the sojourn times into overload and underload 
periods. This is used to study the impact of feedback delay, rate control on the performance 
on the fluid multiplexer in terms of impact on mean overload and underload periods. This 
model has tractability problems and has been simplified by making suitable 
approximations to obtain the solution. It requires obtaining state variables (state of the 
modulating process and contents of the fluid buffer) at the instances when the multiplexer 
changes state and at the instances when the modulating process changes characteristic. 
This happens because feedback from the multiplexer forces the On-Off sources to regulate 
the output of the source buffers. This changes the flow characteristic at the input of the 
multiplexer. This change in flow characteristic is observed after one round trip propagation 
delay from the instance when multiplexer changed state and sent the feedback signal. 

These models have been used to obtain the mean overload and underload periods. 
Finally the Call Admission Control strategy is discussed. Approach extends the additive 
effective bandwidth mechanism proposed in [1] [4] to take into account the multiplexing 
gain due to statistical multiplexing of number of number of sources. The discussion 
suggests approaches to use the information obtained from the measurement of mean 



overload and underload duration of a network element to supplement the call admission 
control procedures based on proposed effective bandwidth approach. 
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Chapter 1 


Introduction 

In last few years the growth of Internet has been supplemented by the ever- 
increasing demand for new services One of the keys to this success of the Internet has 
been the congestion avoidance mechanism of TCP (Transmission Control Protocol) 
The end-to-end congestion control mechanism of TCP has scaled well with the increase 
in Internet traffic But this growth has also resulted in an increase in number of 
applications that do not use TCP e g multimedia streaming, multicast etc Since these 
applications are not controlled by any end-to-end congestion avoidance mechanism like 
that of TCP, there exists a potential for future congestion collapse of the Internet 
[FLOOO] Hence there is a need for mechanisms for these traffic classes so as to prevent 
and react to congestion in the network This work studies the problem of congestion 
control by modeling the sojourn time behaviour of a network node into congested and 
uncongested states This is subsequently used to recommend appropriate call admission 
control procedure to regulate the traffic enteimg the network, thereby reducing both the 
possibility and duration of congestion 

Internet was primarily designed for data communication It is based on packet 
switching and it provides the best effort delivery There is no fixed bandwidth allocated 
to a service The available bandwidth is shared amongst all the user traffic streams 
This multiplexing of different streams in statistical manner results m efficient 
utilization of prime network resources [KLE][BER87] Congestion is avoided by 
restricting the traffic m the network through end-^to-end flow control and packet 
discarding mechanism of TCP 

Today Internet supports data, voice and video communication m a single 
network This has been made possible by advances in audio, video and speech coding 
and compression algorithms and progress in VLSI technology, resultmg m significantly 
reduced bit-rate generated by these services This has created a demand for services that 
were otherwise prohibitive because of their high bandwidth requirements These 
services have dynamically changing bandwidth requirements and tend to be highly 
bursty in nature While some of these services are loss sensitive, others have Quality of 
Service (QoS) requirement m form of bounded delay guarantees Hence the traffic 



behavior and QoS required to be met by the underlying carrier network turn out to be 
complex [ONV94] One or more of the following attributes may characterize these new 
services 

• High bandwidth 

• Bandwidth on demand 

• Varying quality of service parameters 

• Guaranteed Service Requirements 

• Pomt-to-pomt, pomt-to-multipomt or multipomt-to-multipoint connection 

• Continuous or Variable bit rate service 

• Connection oriented or connectionless service 

Thus, it IS not sufficient for today’s network to follow the best-effort delivery 
model of the Internet, but also support QoS guarantees Considermg the delay sensitive 
nature of important real-time applications like voice and video, it needs to be ensured 
that the network is able to support applicable QoS guarantees This m turn has 
fundamental implication in the way traffic management across the network is 
implemented Traffic Management constitutes management of time and space resources 
m the form of pnonties and includes procedures to restnct the traffic m the network 
through preventive measures like call blocking [BRA94] 

In the last one-decade, there have been two parallel developments to provide 
integrated services in a single network One is the development of integrated broadband 
data network and another is the effort to integrate new services ovei the ubiquitous 
Internet It was envisaged that a Broadband Integrated Services Data Network (B- 
ISDN) would be a single network with basic communication capabilities to support 
both existing as well as new applications and services Other was a parallel effort in 
the direction of developing mechanisms so that the Internet routers are able to reserve 
resources and provide service specific QoS This requires flow-specific states in the 
routers, which represent a fundamental change to the existing Internet model [BRA 94] 
of end-to-end flow control These two parallel developments have tried to address the 
issue of integrating different types of services m one single, QoS enabled network The 
two developments are discussed next m Section 11-13 describmg the mechanisms to 
provide QoS guarantees 



1.1 B-ISDN 


Broadband Integrated Services Digital Network (B-ISDN) was conceptualized 
keeping in view the desirability and requirements of single network for all types of 
services The concepts of B-ISDN are summarized in CCITT Recommendations 1 121 
‘"B-ISDN supports switched, semi-permanent, point-to-point and point-to- 
multipoint connection and provides on-demand, reserved and permanent 
services Connections in B-ISDN support both circuit mode and packet 
mode services of a mono and multimedia type and of a connection-less or 
connection-oriented nature and in bi-directional and unidirectional 
configuration A B-ISDN will contain intelligent capabilities for the 
purpose of providing service characteristics, supporting powerful 
operation and maintenance tools, network control, and management” 

In short, the objective of B-ISDN is to provide 

• A single, standard user/network interface for all services 

• Support for existing and future services with varying characteristics 

• QoS guarantees as required by each individual service 

• Unified traffic management procedures 
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Figure 1.1 B-ISDN Protocol Reference Model 




The B-ISDN protocol reference model (Figure 1 1) defines three-layered 
architecture consisting of Adaptation layer, Transfer Mode Layer and Physical Layer 

• Physical Layer for B-ISDN supports various transmission media based on 
different standards like SONET, DS3 etc It transfers packets between two 
B-ISDN entities 

• Transfer Mode Layer based on Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) 
[Section 1 2] provides packet multiplexing, de-multiplexmg and routing 
functions It also handles traffic management functions like call 
establishment and policing so as to provide Quality of Service guarantees to 
all the streams The asynchronous nature of the transport mechanism is the 
most important aspect of B-ISDN 

• Adaptation Layer supports higher-layer user and control functions of the 
various services These include functions like segmentation and re- 
assembly, detection and action on lost cells, padding, handlmg cell delay 
variations etc 

1.2 Asynchronous Transfer Mode 

The ATM layer provides the QoS support in B-ISDN Asynchronous Transfer 
Mode [GON86] is a fast packet switching and multiplexing technology that combines 
the benefits of circuit switching (guaranteed capacity and constant transmission delay) 
with those of packet switching (flexibility and efficiency for bursty traffic) It provides 
scalable bandwidth from few megabits per second to many gigabits per second ATM 
promises technical capability to handle any kind of information, voice, data, image, text 
and video m an integrated manner It has been designed to carry various traffic types 
while satisfying the QoS guarantees for each of the traffic types Hence it has been 
chosen as a proposed telecommunication standard for B-ISDN and networks based on 
ATM are being deployed throughout the mformation infrastructure especially m carrier 
backbones 

ATM is different from synchronous technologies in the following way In case 
of synchronous technologies such as time division multiplexing, each user is assigned a 
time slot, and no other user can use that time slot A source can only send data in its 
time slot even if the other time slots are empty In case of ATM, its asynchronous 
nature allows for the availability of time slots on demand This leads to efficient 
multiplexing of streams with bursty traffic resulting in higher utilization of bandwidth 



This flexible availability of bandwidth is not possible with synchronous technologies 
Thus the asynchronous mode of transfer inherits the advantage associated with packet 
switching 

In packet switched networks, packets have variable lengths This requires 
complex buffer management inside the network, increasing the complexity of a 
network element Secondly the service time delay associated with each packet is also 
proportional to the size of the packet This results in variable transmission delay for 
each packet This is addressed in ATM as it switches small-sized (53 bytes) packets 
called cells While small cell size results in reduced service delay, the fixed size of the 
ATM cell results m almost constant transmission delay Though the disadvantage of 
small size of ATM cells is the increased overhead of cell header 



Figure 1.2 ATM Network 

An ATM network is made of ATM switches and ATM end-points (Figure 1 2) 
ATM is a connection-oriented technique, requiring establishment of end-to-end 
connections before the actual transfer of information between two users can take place 
A connection is established only if each intermediate switch in the route has resources 
available to support QoS requirement for the connection An ATM switch is 
responsible for cell transit through an ATM network It accepts the m coming cell from 
an ATM end-point or another ATM switch It then reads the routing field m the cell 
header of an incoming cell, performs a table lookup to determine the outgoing link and 









updates the cell header with the new routing identifiers The cell with updated header is 
then quickly switched to the corresponding interface towards its destination The table 
entries at each node are written at the connection establishment phase for each 
connection Thus the intermediate nodes perform the function of cell relaymg The 
simple routing due to connection-oriented technology in ATM allows fast switching of 
packets, thus reducing end-to-end delay It allows ATM to scale with the increasing 
bandwidths of the underlying physical layers 
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Figure 1.3 UNI Cell Format 


1.2.1 ATM Cell Structure 

ATM cell structure has been defined such that each cell carries information that 
IS used by intermediate switches to decide on priority based switching and discarding of 
each cell This allows the switches to provide connection specific QoS guarantees A 
53 -byte ATM cell has 5 bytes for header and 48 bytes for information payloads As 
shown m Figure 1 3, the ATM header contams the following fields 

• Generic Flow Control (GFC) 

• Virtual Path Identifier (VPI) 

• Virtual Channel Identifier (VCI) 

• Payload Type (PT) 

• Cell Loss Priority (CLP) 

• Header Error Control (HEC) 




Generic Flow Control is a four-bit field providing flow control for 
implementing multi-access schemes like DQDB over ATM The ATM provides for two 
level routing hierarchies that are based on virtual paths and virtual channels VPI and 
VCI fields together provide identification for a connection The Payload Type field is 
used to indicate the kind of information a cell is carrying, such as user information or 
information for operation and maintenance The CLP field allows for two level cell loss 
priority Due to the statistical multiplexing of connection, it is unavoidable that cell 
losses will occur m a B-ISDN A cell with the CLP bit set may be discarded by the 
network during congestion, whereas cells with the CLP bit cleared have higher priority 
and shall not be discarded if at all possible The Header Error Control field is used for 
two purposes to discard cells with corrupted headers and for cell delineation 
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Figure 1.4 Virtual Paths and Virtual Circuits 
1.2.2 ATM Switching 

The packet switching mechanism of ATM provides efficient utilization of 
bandwidth m the network The routing in ATM network is based on Virtual Path (VP) 
and Virtual Channel (VC) concept Virtual Channel is a concept used to descnbe 
unidirectional transport of ATM cells associated by a common Virtual Circuit 
Identifier After finding a path between the two end nodes, the network assigns the VCI 
values to be used at each hnk along the path and sets up the routing tables at each 
intermediate node Upon completion of the communication, one of the end users 
releases the connection by deleting the corresponding entries from the routmg tables at 
each mtermediate node A cell on the mcommg link is switched by obtaimng the 
outgomg port and new VCI from the routmg table 

The concept of Virtual Path is introduced to reduce the size of routing tables by 
bundling a number of virtual circuits that use more than one common links between 
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two nodes in a network (Figure 1 4) Thus a VP is a logical direct link between two 
nodes in the network that are connected via two or more sequential links The cells 
belonging to different virtual circuits are switched using the common VPI along the 
nodes of the VP, reducmg the routing table size In VP switching, VCs multiplexed into 
VPs are switched from the input to the output links usmg only the VPI field of cell 
headers VCIs of connections passing through VP switches remain unchanged and have 
no significance m routmg cells between input and output ports of a VP switch Figure 
1 5 shows the VPA^C switching 


VC Switching 



Figure 1.5 VPA^C Switching 


1.2.3 ATM Services 

ATM provides three types of services. Permanent Virtual Connection, Switched 
Virtual Connection and Connectionless service Permanent Virtual Connection (PVC) 
guarantees availability of a connection and does not require call setup procedures 
between switches Disadvantage of PVC is that it requires static connectivity and 
manual setup Each piece of equipment between the source and the destmation must be 
manually provisioned for the PVC 

A SVC IS created and released dynamically and remams m use only as long as 
data IS being transferred In this sense, it is similar to a telephone call The advantages 
of SVC include connection flexibility and call setup that can be handled automatically 
by a network device In a connectionless service, the cells belonging to different 
sources are transported using same VPLVCI over the already established connection 
between two end nodes 
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1.2.4 Traffic Control 

Traffic control is a critical component for enabling QoS in ATM Networks The 
concept of traffic control in ATM networks is very simple A user setting up a 
connection specifies the traffic characteristics of a cell stream and if the network judges 
that enough resources are available, it accepts the connection After acceptance, the cell 
stream from the connection is monitored to assure conformance between the actual cell 
stream and the value specified at the setup 

Though the concept of traffic control is simple, its implementation poses serious 
challenges The need to cope with statistical behavior of multiplexer makes the problem 
difficult The diversity of traffic characteristics and QoS requirements further 
complicate the issue 

The traffic management functions at each mtermediate node on the path of the 
requested connection, assign the necessary resources If the resources are not available, 
the connection is rejected The traffic management functions at the edge of the network 
monitor the confomuty between the declared traffic characteristics and the 
charactenstics of the actual cell stream at the entrance of the network [ATM99] Traffic 
Management Specification [ATM99] of ATM Forum specifies six service categones 
For each category, a set of traffic descnptors is specified to descnbe the characteristic 
of traffic presented to the network, and the Quality of Service that is required of the 
network ATM Forum specification defines a number of traffic control mechanisms for 
providing the specified quality of service 

• Connection Admission Control 

• Usage Parameter Control 

• Selective Cell Discard 

• Traffic Shaping 

• Explicit Forward Congestion Indication 

• Resource Management usmg Virtual Paths 

• Frame Discard 

• Genenc Flow Control 

• ABR Flow Control 

The following QoS parameters are negotiated between the end-systems and the 
network at the time of establishment of connection 

■ Peak-to-peak Cell Delay Variation (peak-to-peak CDV) 


■ Maximmn Cell Transfer Delay (max CTD) 

■ Cell Loss Ratio (CLR) 

The various mechanisms that have been proposed for implementing the Traffic 
Management for ATM networks are discussed next. Call Admission Control (CAC) 
function is defined in [ATM99] as the set of actions taken by the network at Switched 
Virtual Connection establishment or by Network Management during Permanent 
Virtual Circuit (PVC) establishment in order to determine whether a connection can be 
accepted or should be rejected. The CAC algorithm to make this decision uses the 
traffic description provided by the users at connection setup time. Various algorithms 
for CAC are discussed in Section 2.3.1 

Usage Parameter Control (UPC) functions perform the function of policing the 
traffic on Virtual Connections (VCs) and Virtual Paths (VPs). Its main purpose is to 
monitor and enforce the traffic contract. The different UPC mechanisms proposed in 
the literature are discussed in Section 2.3.2. 

Selective Cell Discard function defines the strategy for discarding cells when a 
network element faces congestion. The ATM Cell header format allows the use of two 
level priorities defining a cell to be of higher priority or lower priority. Two 
mechanisms have received considerable attention in the literature: push out and 
threshold. In this mechanism the low priority cell is discarded if the buffer is fiill but a 
high priority cell is only discarded if there is no low priority cell in the buffer. 
Threshold based mechanism defines a threshold and when the queue size exceeds this 
threshold value, all low priority cells are discarded until the queue size falls below the 
threshold. 

Traffic shaping is a mechanism that alters the traffic characteristics of a stream 
of cells on a connection to achieve better network efficiency whilst meting the QoS 
objectives, or to ensure conformance at a subsequent interface [ATM99]. The peak cell 
rate and the mean cell rate bound the amount of bandwidth reserved for a connection. 
The reduction in peak rate of a cell stream can result in significant saving of bandwidth 
but this has an associated cost in terms of increase in the delay. The traffic shaping may 
be performed at the source or at the UNI or within the network. The implementation is 
network specific and it requires introduction of a buffer in a cell stream with output rate 
set to the targeted peak rate of the stream. 

Resource management using Virtual Paths allows simplification of CAC, 
segregates Virtual Connections according to the service category, improves efficiency 



in signaling as single message has to be sent for all VCs in a VP, and allows UPC to be 
applied to aggregate traffic [ATM99]. 

Frame discard mechanism allows the discard of all cells that constitute a frame 
or higher layer protocol data unit. This is possible whenever frame boundaries can be 
delineated in the SDU-type field header of an ATM cell. In GFR service category the 
frame discard is enabled. In other categories it is network specific. 

The use of Generic Flow Control at the UNI has not been defined in ATM 
Forum Traffic Management Specification [ATM99]. This function is specified in ITU- 
T Recommendation 1.150 and ITU-T Recommendation 1.361 

ABR flow control occurs between a sending end-system (source) and a 
receiving end-system (destination). A source generates forward Resource Management 
(RM) cells which are turned around by the destination and sent hack to the source as 
backward RM-cells. These backward RM-cells carry feedback information provided by 
the network elements and/or the destination back to the source. A network element may 
directly insert feedback control information into RM cells, indirectly inform the source 
about congestion by setting EFCI (Explicit Forward Congestion Indication) bit in the 
data header of cells of the forward flow or generate backward RM-cells [ATM99] 

1.3 Internet QoS 

The Internet architecture has been founded on the concept that all flow-related 
state should be in the end-system [CLA88]. It is this design concept, which has 
provided robustness to the TCP/IP protocol suite and is the key to its success. It has 
been suggested in [BRA94] that for integrating real-time services in the Internet, 
routers must implement an appropriate QoS for each flow. Work on QoS enabled IP 
network has led to two different approaches. One is based on Integrated Services 
Architecture (Intserv) [BRA94] and uses Resource Reservation Protocol (RSVP) 
[BRA97] for providing QoS to each flow. The other approach is based on the 
Differentiated Services Architecture (Diffserv) [BLA98]. 

The Integrated Services Architecture (Intserv) [BRA94] defined a set of 
extensions to the traditional best effort model of the Internet with the goal of allowing 
end-to-end QOS to be provided to apphcations. One of the key components of the 
architecture is a set of service definitions. The current set of services consists of the 
controlled load and guaranteed services. The architecture assumes that some explicit 
setup mechanism is used to convey information to routers so that they can provide 



requested services to flo'ws that require them. While RSVP is the most widely known 
example of such a setup mechanism, the Intserv architecture is designed to 
accommodate other mechanisms. 

RSVP is a signaling protocol that applications may use to request resources 
from the network. The network responds by explicitly admitting or rejecting RSVP 
requests. Intserv defines the models for expressing service types, quantifying resource 
requirements and for determining the availability of the requested resources at relevant 
network elements (admission control). RSVP signals per-flow resource requirements to 
network elements, using Intserv parameters. These network elements apply Intserv 
admission control to signaled requests. In addition, traffic control mechanisms on the 
network element are configured to ensure that each admitted flow receives the service 
requested in strict isolation from other traffic. To this end, RSVP signaling configures 
microflow (MF) [BLA98] packet classifiers in Intserv capable routers along the path of 
the traffic flow. These classifiers enable per-flow classification of packets based on IP 
addresses and port numbers. The necessary policy control mechanisms like access 
control, authentication, and accounting have been defined in [BOYOO]. 

In contrast to the per-flow orientation of RSVP, Diffserv networks classify 
packets into one of a small number of aggregated flows or "classes", based on the 
Diffserv codepoint (DSCP) in the packet's IP header. This is known as behavior 
aggregate (BA) classification [BLA98]. At each Diffserv router, packets are subjected 
to a "per-hop behavior" (PHB), which is invoked by the DSCP. The primary benefit of 
Diffserv is its scalability. Diffserv eliminates the need for per-flow state and per-flow 
processing and therefore scales well to large networks. 

1.4 Motivation & Organisation of the Thesis 

The bursty nature of traffic in broadband networks requires statistical 
multiplexing for efficient utilization of resources. This results in increased loss 
probability as more and more streams are allowed into the network. Hence one of the 
method to restrict traffic into the network and provide guaranteed bound for cell loss 
probability in broadband networks is to reserve the resources and reject the admission 
of a stream into the network if no resources are available. The problem of resource 
allocation in a statistical multiplexer has been addressed based on steady state analysis 
of the multiplexer queue. These do not take into accoimt the transient behavior of the 
queue. Hence even with provisioning of appropriate resources there is a good 



possibility of stream experiencing poor QoS because of transient behavior of the queue. 
The distribution of overload periods has a direct impact on the quality of service (QoS) 
perceived by the end-user. Hence sojourn time based metrics do play a crucial role in 
the effectiveness of various congestion control schemes in multimedia broadband 
networks. [RAM95], [TIP93], [SIM92]. 

The Call Admission Control (CAC) procedures control the traffic entering the 
network by restricting the number of connections. Such a preventive approach reduces 
the probability of congestion but still cannot eliminate the possibility of sustained 
congestion occurring within the network. This requires some kind of reactive measure 
to control the congestion from sustaining for longer duration. 

Motivation for this work came from three factors. One is the search for a 
reactive mechanism that allows higher utilisation of network resources and eliminates 
the possibility of sustained congestion. Second is to find a parameter that is measurable 
and may be used to supplement existing CAC procedures in accepting or rejecting a 
call. And thirdly the dependence of QoS requirements of real-time multimedia traffic 
on user perception, which is different from the typical packet loss requirement of 
traditional data networks. In this thesis the sojourn period has been modeled using fluid 
flow approach. The duration and periodicity of congestion reflects how heavily a node 
is loaded. Hence this may be used as one of the parameter in taking the decision of 
admitting a new call. The sojourn time analysis has been extended to obtain the 
moments of the distribution and periodicity of overload period for multiplexer with 
feedback controlled sources. This is used to study how the reactive mechanism based 
on simple binary feedback effects the mean congestion duration and its periodicity. 
Though the main focus of the work in this thesis has been on ATM Networks, it may be 
extended to general packet multiplexer like Internet router. 

Chapter 2 gives a survey of issues involved in modeling of an ATM 
multiplexer. The issue of traffic modeling and its usage in analytical study of 
multiplexer behavior has been discussed. The advantages and limitations of each have 
been listed. The discussion also covers the issues involved in management of traffic in 
the ATM networks with diverse traffic characteristics and QoS requirements. 

In Chapter 3 the usage of fluid model has been justified. This is followed by a 
simple queue modeling with deterministic server to obtain the distribution of the 
sojourn period. The boundary conditions for the system of differential equations 
defining the distribution for the overload period and under-load period have been 



defined. These conditions are used to obtain the moments of congestion duration and 
the duration for which the multiplexer remains in uncongested state in Chapter 4. 

In Chapter 4 the approximate two-state model is used for the superposed traffic 
from N On-Off sources to obtain the distribution for the congestion period using the 
results obtained in Chapter 3 and 4. This is compared with the results obtained from 
simulation. Chapter 4 also discusses the simulation methodology used. A fast simulator 
using embedded flow equations developed for the purpose of simulating network of 
switches has been used for simulation. 

In Chapter 5 the congestion duration is modeled for a multiplexer with rate 
controlled sources. The binary feedback mechanism controls the output rate of the 
source buffer. This model has been used to study the congestion duration and other 
parameters under non-negligible propagation delay. The sojourn time analysis 
developed in Chapter 3 and 4 has been extended to obtain the distribution for the 
duration of congestion. The performance of feedback mechanism has been studied 
using models with and without source buffer, finite and infinite multiplexer buffer and 
negligible and non-negligible propagation delay. This extension may be used to model 
the back- pressure mechanism of flow control. 

Chapter 6 discusses the call admission control strategy proposed for open loop 
congestion control. The basic objective of a bandwidth management and traffic control 
strategy is to allow for high utilization of network resources, while sustaining an 
acceptable grade of service for all connections. In this chapter a call admission control 
based on equivalent capacity obtained from the asymptotic approximation, has been 
proposed. This methodology is based on fluid flow analysis of a single server queue, 
served by traffic that is represented as deterministic flow with random jumps. The 
approach permits the calculation of asymptotic constant for the buffer occupancy 
distribution, iteratively. This leads to more realistic calculation of equivalent capacity 
than those based on additive effective bandwidth. Another approach based on 
calculation of asymptotic constant using the instant traffic rate as a continuous random 
variable has been proposed and results obtained are found to be very close to those 
obtained by the first method. The results obtained from theoretical modeling have been 
compared with those from computer simulation and through exact computations. 

Chapter 7 summarizes the results and discusses the scope of future work. 



1.5 Summary 

The need for QoS enabled Internet has led to the development of ATM network 
on one hand and mechanisms that provide QoS support to the existing Internet on the 
other. Various aspects of ATM network that contribute to QoS guarantees have been 
discussed here. The efforts to provide QoS support to Internet through Intserv and 
Diffserv have been described. The Chapter concludes with the motivation for the work 
done in this thesis. 



Chapter 2 


Literature Survey 

Traffic management in commimication networks deals with the controlled use 
of network resources to prevent congestion in the network while providing the 
negotiated Quality of Service (QoS) to the users. The primary objective of traffic 
management is efficient utilization of resources especially in packet switched networks 
where the statistical nature of multiplexing implies that there is no dedicated allocation 
of bandwidth as in the circuit switched networks. New issues in traffic management 
have come up with the demand for support of different kind of services like voice, 
video and data traffic in an integrated manner. Successful traffic management is the key 
to the deployment and management of high-speed broadband networks. 

Broadband networks support interactive and distributive services, bursty and 
continuous traffic, connection oriented and connectionless services, point to point, 
point to multipoint and multipoint to multipoint commimications in the same network 
[Section 1.1]. Each service has different service requirement, some are delay sensitive, 
and some are loss sensitive while some are sensitive to both. As mentioned in Section 
1.2, ATM networks provide a functional jframework for supporting these services and 
have been accommodated as a transport layer for B-ISDN by ITU-T. 

A broadband network is made up of switches and routers connected through 
links with output/input buffers. Each of these switches perform traffic management 
functions in order to provide QoS support to the supported connections. While the QoS 
guarantees in an uncongested network node can be ascertained by well-designed traffic 
management functions, it is during the congestion duration that negotiated QoS need to 
be guaranteed. Even with the methods proposed for traffic management at each 
switch/router, congestion occurs even with increase in buffer size, bandwidth and 
processing power [LIE95], [GUS90]. The duration of congestion is a key parameter in 
determining the QoS guarantees at a switching node and hence the end-to-end QoS 
guarantees. Controlling the flow input to the congested node can control congestion at 
any node. In TCP/IP networks the flow control is end to end. It does not scale well with 
heterogeneous traffic and service requirements, and increased bandwidth-propagation 
delay [DIG91], [MIS92], [WAN91] of the broadband networks. Studies have shown 



that closely coupled network elements using explicit feedback perform better in 
reducing the overload periods in packet switched networks [MIS92] [RAM93] 
[MUD95A]. 

This chapter provides an insight in to the traffic management policies proposed 
in the literature, bringing out the advantages and limitations of different methods. For 
this, it is necessary to comprehend the characteristics and requirements of the traffic to 
be carried. Traffic modeling and teletraffic analysis are basic to the modeling, analysis 
and evaluation of networks. This chapter reviews the different traffic models, 
highlighting their effectiveness and limitations to model different sources. ATM 
network itself is viewed as a collection of queues connected in a manner determined by 
the network topology. Each link in an ATM network has an associated buffer. Thus, a 
link is viewed as a server with associated buffer queue. 

A well-known approach in queuing theory to analyze large queuing networks is 
to deeompose the network into individual queues and analyze each queue in isolation. 
Thus the study of ATM networks may be reduced to study of individual queues in the 
network. Modeling the traffic arriving at a switch and then designing a packet 
multiplexer has been an important area of study in ATM networks [ONV94]. Some of 
the methodologies used to model and analyze a typical queue for ATM networks are 
discussed in this chapter. This is followed by a discussion on various components of 
traffic management. Section 2.4 discusses the various feedback models proposed in the 
literature. We then state the problem that has been examined in detail in this thesis. 

2.1 Source Characterization 

Traditional teletraffic analysis has frequently used the assumption that the 
packet inter-arrival time is exponentially distributed. The Poisson model is reasonably 
good for modeling data sources and is especially good for modelmg the traffic from a 
large number of sources. In the context of ATM networks, there was a requirement for 
adequate source models that will take care of bursty nature of traffic generated by 
different source types such as file transfer, compressed video and compressed voice 
with silence suppression. The new models for the traffic arrival process at a network 
node need to capture this burstiness in the traffic. Such a model should not only 
reasonably model the measured characteristic of a source but should also be 
analytically tractable for meaningful usage in teletraffic analysis. This section deals 
with the characteristics of different sources and some of the models proposed for the 



traffic generated by these sources. These models characterize statistical traffic in terms 
of parameters such as burstiness, inter-arrival time, inter-arrival correlation etc. 

2.1.1 Video Sources 

Traffic characteristic of a video source depends largely on two main factors 
namely scene contents and coding algorithms. Hence exact characterization of traffic is 
very difficult. During every frame interval cells are generated at a peak rate (this again 
depends on the codec). The duration of a burst depends on the information content in 
the frame. It has been shown [KIS89] that the packet generation interval has a complex 
combination of different distributions. Video traffic can be classified in to two 
categories based on uniform and non-uniform activity levels. 

Uniform-activity video constitutes low bit rate video (like video telephone) 
where the change in the scene is not significant. Video traffic from such sources shows 
a short duration correlation, which decay exponentially with respect to the time. It has 
been shown [NOM89] by simulation that the average and distribution of a queue of a 
statistical multiplexer with infinite buffers are well approximated with the first-order 
autoregressive model. In autoregressive approach, a video bit rate is modeled as a 
weighted sum of finite number of previous bit rates. The first-order autoregressive 
model proposed in [MAG88] estimates the bit rate at the frame from the bit rate at 
the (n-l)‘^ frame. 

If X(n) is the bit rate of the frame, then 

A(n) = aA(n — 1) + bcoin) (2.1) 

where a, b are constants and (jo(n) is a Gaussian random variable. The constants a and b 
are obtained from the mean and autocovariance of the measured bit rate of video traffic. 
This model has been found to be fairly accurate [MAG88] but is not suitable for 
analytical studies of queuing models and is mostly used for simulations. Autoregressive 
model has also been used in [HEY92] [RAM92] for modeling video traffic based on 
observed autocorrelation function of teleconference video. 

An analytically tractable model of a variable bit rate video source is a Markov 
Modulated Rate Process [MAG88][ELW93]. In this approach a video stream is 
modeled as having a fixed rate A(i) when the source is in state i and is modulated by the 
discrete state Markov process with N states [ELW93]. Larger value of N increases the 
accuracy of the model [MAG88] but at the same time increases the complexity of 



models used to analyze systems with such sources. The parameters of the model are 
obtained by matching the mean, variance and autocovariance function of traffic rate 
obtained from the Markov process with that obtained from measurements. While this 
model is good for capturing the correlation in the traffic stream, it cannot take care of 
periodicities. This model tends to be inaccurate for use in modeling queues with small 
buffer size [NAG91]. This is because it does not take into consideration the variation in 
cell inter-arrival time. 

Markov Modulated Poisson Process [FIS93] is a doubly stochastic Poisson 
process. The arrivals occur in a Poisson manner with the mean rate of arrival /l(i) when 
the modulating Markov Process is in state i. The state of the arrival process is 
determined by the state of a modulating N state Markov process, which is independent 
of the arrival process. It has the property of capturing both the time-varying arrival 
rates and correlations between the interarrival times. The parameters for the MMPP 
may be obtained by matching the statistical characteristic of the MMPP process with 
those obtained from measurements. Approximation techniques proposed in [NAG91] 
[HEF96] [BAI91] [RAM91] may be used for obtaining the MMPP parameters. Though 
the numerical procedures using MMPP model have the disadvantage of slow 
convergence at high traffic intensities [NEU81], it has been widely used for the analysis 
of ATM networks [NAG91] [FIS93] [RAM91] [CHE93] [SAI91] [SAI91A]. 

Although the Markovian models are able to capture the fast decaying short term 
correlation in the video stream, the long term correlation in the scene changes present 
in the non-uniform activity video cannot be captured using these models. This class of 
video shows long-range dependence (LRD) in video traffic. Long-range dependence 
and heavy-tailed marginals in video traffic are discussed in [BER95] [GAR94] [JEL97] 
[HEY96]. The long-term slow decaying correlation has been captured in [SEN89] by 
use of two dimensional, continuous-time Markov models. It has been shown in 
[GAR94] that the tail behavior of the marginal bandwidth distribution can be accurately 
described using 'heavy-tailed' distributions (e.g., Pareto) and the autocorrelation of the 
VBR video sequence decays hyperbolically (equivalent to long-range dependence) and 
can be modeled using self-similar processes [LEL94]. Self-similar processes are 
attractive alternatives to traditional queuing models because they require few 
parameters to describe the complex packet traffic process. But models of systems using 



such an arrival process are analytically less tractable. Thermodynamic entropy based 
model [DUF95] have also been reported in the literature. 

MPEG video is composed of a cyclic sequence of frames, called Group of 
Picture (GOP), which contains an initial I frame and some P and B frames. Most of 
MPEG video streams have I frames much larger than P and B frames. This means that 
the information burst occur at the begiiming of each GOP. A discrete-time variant of 
semi-Markov process with independent, identically distributed (i.i.d.) GOP bit rates in 
each renewal interval has been used to model MPEG video [JEL97]. A modeling 
framework based on the extension of transform-expand-sample (TES) processes, 
capturing the marginal density and correlation structure of traffic, has been proposed in 
[MEL98]. This model is good for creating high-fidelity models of compressed video 
traffic for use in Monte-Carlo simulations of broadband communications networks but 
does not allow analytical tractability. 

2.1 .2 Voice Sou rces 

Voice is transmitted over the packet network by digitizing and coding it using 
pulse code modulation (PCM) technique and then packetising it for transport. This 
comes xmder constant bit rate (CBR) service. A voice source alternates between talk 
spurts and silent periods. If the coding process uses silence suppression i.e. no packet is 
generated during the silent period or uses some compression scheme then the traffic 
generated will be variable bit rate (VBR) type. Some of the traffic models used for 
modeling packetised voice capturing the talk spurts and silent periods are Interrupted 
Poisson Process (IPP), On-Off process and 2-state MMPP [GRU82] [GRU83] 
[BRA91] [DAI91] [YIN91] [SRI86]. 

In On-Off process packets are generated at constant rate in the On-state (talk 
spurt duration) and no packets are generated in the Off-state (silent period). Both On 
and Off periods are assumed to be exponentially distributed. This model has been 
validated in [BRA91]. 

In Interrupted Poisson Process (IPP), the traffic switches between active period 
and silent period. As in the case of On-Off process the active period and silent period 
are assumed to be exponential distributed. In the active period packets are generated 
with packet interarrival times that are exponentially distributed. MMPP has been used 
to model the superposition of multiple voice sources [IIEF86]. IPP may also be 
considered as a special case of MMPP. 



2.1.3 Data Sources 

Traditionally the interarrival time of data traffic in packet network has been 
modeled by exponential distribution. This model fails to account for the burstiness that 
exists in file transfer and web traffic [PAX95]. Based on the bimodal type message 
length distribution of traffic generated by higher protocol layers [GUS90], some of the 
models proposed for modeling data traffic in packet networks are Switched Poisson 
Process [HEF80] [KUC73], the Geometrically Modulated Deterministic Process 
(GMDP), and Switched Batch Bernoulli Process (SBBP) [HAS91]. Recent studies 
involving data traffic on Internet backbone [PAX95] as well as on local area network 
[LEL94] have shown persistence of traffic correlations and their presence at multiple 
time scales thus motivating the researchers to come up with self-similar nature of the 
traffic. Network traffic has similar statistical properties at a range of time scales: 
milliseconds, seconds, minutes, hours and even days and weeks. This characteristic is 
referred to as self-similarity. The heavy tailed, sub-exponential nature of the marginal 
distribution of the traffic prompted the usage of distributions like Pareto [LEL94] 
[PAX95] for modeling the data traffic on Internet. A probability distribution f(t) is 
heavy-tailed if F^(t) ~ f"g(t) for t—> oo and n > 0 with g(t) being a slowly varying 
function. 

2.1.4 Superposed Traffic 

There are two approaches for modeling the superposed traffic in packet 
networks like ATM. One is the statistics superposition where the statistics of individual 
processes is used to evaluate the statistics of the superposed traffic. This approach does 
not require the modeling of individual traffic stream, its computation is easy and the 
state space does not grow with the number of sources superposed. Only disadvantage of 
this method is that it may result in poor accuracy. In the model superposition approach, 
model for each individual process is determined. The model of superposed traffic is 
determined by superposing the model of each stream. This approach is applicable only 
when the individual traffics are modeled using models such as MMPPs, phase-type 
Markov renewals, Markovian arrival processes etc. For example the superposition of 
MMPPs is also an MMPP. 

In [TAQ97] it has been shoAvn that the superposition of many On/Off sources 
with strictly alternating on and off periods and whose on and off periods have high 



variability or high variance, can produce aggregate network traffic that exhibits the 
self-similar or long range dependence effect. 

The model of superposed traffic that takes into account the long-range 
dependence in the auto correlation in the traffic stream, is seen to be a better model. 
Though the presence of LRD phenomenon cannot be ignored, it has been argued that 
for networks with finite buffers it is sufficient to incorporate correlations upto some 
finite lag that is proportional to the buffer size [GRO90] [RYU96]. Hence the choice of 
Markov Models for modeling superposed traffic may be acceptable. 


Traffic Parameters 

CBR 

rt-VBR nrt-VBR 

UBR 

ABR 

GFR 

PCR 

Yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

SCR, MBS 

N/A 

Yes 

N/A 

MCR 

N/A 

yes 

N/A 

MCR, MBS, MFS 

N/A 

yes 


CBR: Constant Bit Rate, rt-VBR: Real Time Variable Bit Rate, nrt-VBR: non-Real Time Vanable Bit 
Rate, UBR: Unspecified Bit Rate, ABR: Available Bit Rate, GFR: Guaranteed Frame Rate 


Table 2.1 ATM Service Category Attributes 

ATM forum specifications on traffic management [ATM99] define traffic 
parameters to describe traffic characteristics of a source. A source traffic description 
constitutes of a set of traffic parameters of an ATM source. These parameters are 
provided by the user application when establishing a connection for the service. The 
choice of source traffic descriptor varies with the service category. Some of the traffic 
parameters defined in ATM specifications are Peak Cell Rate (PCR), Sustainable Cell 
Rate (SCR), Maximum Burst Size (MBS), Minimum Cell Rate (MCR) and Maximum 
Frame Size (MFS). List of traffic parameters required for each traffic category is given 
in Table 2.1. 

In this work On-Off fluid traffic source model has been used. This has been 
done because of the tractability of this model and because it can capture most of the 
burstiness properties of broadband applications [XI094]. Superposition of 
homogeneous On-Off fluid sources result in Markov Modulated Rate Process. 
Superposition of two Markov Modulated Rate Processes is also a Markov Modulated 
Rate Process. Thus allowing for tractable analysis of large systems. 




2.2 Multiplexer Performance Analysis 

Traditionally a network of queues has been analyzed by taking each queue 
independently. This is made possible because of Jackson’s Theorem [JAC57]. The 
Jackson’s network of queues model greatly simplifies the performance analysis of 
telecom networks with Poisson traffic arrivals and exponential service times. It reduces 
the analysis of the network into the analysis of individual communication links , each of 
which may be modeled as a M/M/m queue. This is possible due to the underlying 
Markovian nature of the traffic arrival process and service time distribution. 

A result similar to Jackson’s Theorem has been proved in [CHA98] using self- 
similar arrivals and deterministic service times. The following underlying properties of 
self-similar processes have been used for proving this result. 

• The sum of independent self-similar processes is self-similar 

• The random splitting of self-similar processes results in self-similar 
processes 

• The output process of a G/D/1 queue with self similar arrival is self-similar 

Node decomposition is another assumption that simplifies the analysis of 

networks of queues. This assumption means that the traffic characteristic does not 
change at the intermediate node in the network. By applying the nodal decomposition 
approach, it becomes tractable to analyze the performance of network as a whole. 
Besides simplifying the analysis, nodal-decomposition is also desirable for the 
robustness of a network [WOO90]. This assumption has been extensively used in 
performance analysis of traffic management schemes in intermediate nodes of the 
network. As the traffic passes through the intermediate nodes in the network, the 
burstiness in the traffic reduces because of the smoothening effect of statistical 
multiplexer [SAI91A] [OHB91] and superposition of a large number of bursty sources 
[SAI91A]. The inaccuracies arising due to the assumption of Node Decomposition 
method has been studied in [LAU93] [FRI93] [SAI91 A]. 

In [OHB91] the traffic characteristic of tagged cells of a bursty traffic stream 
has been studied as they pass through the tandem queues. The authors have observed 
that as the load increases on the network the traffic characteristic of the stream under 
observation gets smoothened. The smoothening of traffic along the path results in 
different waiting time distribution, inter-cell departure time distribution and the 
coefficients of variations at successive nodes. 



The effect of aggregation of traffic has also been observed in [SAI91A]. The 
burstiness of cell arrival process of multiplexed VBR voice sources decreases as the 
number of multiplexed source increases. The same was observed for multiplexed VBR 
video traffic. 

The validity of nodal decomposition has been extensively studied in [LAU93] 
using simulation. The authors have considered both homogeneous and heterogeneous 
traffic environments. The individual sources are modeled as various 2-state/multiple 
state Markov-modulated processes. The nodal decomposition has been validated 
through studies on individual source departure characteristics and inter-source cross- 
correlation at the output of a network node. The traffic characteristics of the departure 
process were compared with those of the arrival process. It was observed that the 
output process of each individual source closely resembles to its original input process. 
This is particularly true if the link-speed is high enough so that no individual source can 
dominate the traffic on each link. The conditions under which the nodal decomposition 
is valid are: 

a) the peak rate of each source should not exceed 5% of the total link capacity, 

b) not more than 10% of the departing sources should go to the same 
immediate downstream link for inter source cross-correlation to have 
negligible impact on queuing performance of the downstream node. 

These can be considered sufficient conditions for the validity of the nodal- 
decomposition assxnnption [LAU93]. 

The effect of multiplexing and switching on traffic characteristics and 
performance has also been studied in [FRI93]. It was observed that traffic arriving at a 
switching node differed from the traffic arriving at a user node. This has been attributed 
to the inherent smoothening that takes place when bursty cell streams are queued and 
then released at a given rate to the network. Some amount of smoothening was also 
observed as cells passed through the switching nodes. The authors have used the IPP 
and MMPP traffic models in their simulation studies. They have shown that the traffic 
descriptor peak bit rate, mean bit rate and mean burst length, provided by the ATM 
Forum Specification [ATM99], are not sufficient for the performance analysis of the 
multiplexer. This has also been shown in PRAT91]. The observations of the authors 
[FRI93] on smoothening effect of the multiplexer may be due to the fact that the traffic 
conditions used for simulation by the authors violated the conditions laid down in 
[LAU93] for validity of nodal decomposition. 




Figure 2.1 ATM Multiplexer 

The perfomance analysis of a queuing network generally deals with analysis of 
loss and delay performance at each node within the network, assuming the validity of 
nodal decomposition approach. The cells arriving at the ATM multiplexer (Figure 2.1) 
are queued in a buffer and served on the basis of some scheduling algorithm (e.g. 
FCFS). The output link is the server for the multiplexer. For any loss performance 
analysis of a queue, one needs to define the arrival process, the service time 
distribution, number of buffers in the queue and the number of servers. This is usually a 
single server queue. 

The basic function of call admission control policy in ATM Networks is to 
decide whether to accept or to reject a new request for connections. This decision is 
either directly or indirectly based on the estimate of the cell loss probability for each 
class of existing calls, given that the new connection has been accepted. The analysis of 
the loss probability becomes a central issue in the application of queuing theory to 
ATM Networks and has attracted considerable attention from researchers. A number of 
researchers have made contributions to the techniques for performance evaluation of a 
statistical multiplexer with correlated arrivals [ANI82] [HEF86] [BAI91] [CHE93] 
[SAI91A] [HUE98] [TRA88] [BL092] [DIN90] [HER93] [YAN79] [GRASS] [BAI93] 
[KOS84] [STE91] [NAR98] [NOR91] [NEU81] [CHO] [SAI90] [TUL98] [ROB91] 
[NAG91]. Some of the queumg models proposed in the literature for modeling packet 
multiplexer in general and ATM multiplexer in particular are discussed here along with 
the methodology used for analytical treatment of the queuing model. Only a few input 
processes allow for the exact analytical treatmftnt of a finite queue, which is fed by 



those arrival processes. No simple closed form solutions are available for the correlated 
arrival process used in the analysis of the ATM statistical multiplexer. 

Since it is difficult to solve analytically the equations that determine the 
characteristics of the queuing systems of the type GI/G/1 and similar systems, various 
inequalities between characteristics of these systems and the corresponding 
characteristics of simpler systems have become important. These are based on 
stochastic ordering and have been used by researchers to obtain approximate but 
accurate solutions for the complex queuing models. 

The loss probability in the finite queue is often approximated by the probability 
that the corresponding infinite queue, with the same arrival and service processes, 
exceeds the finite queue length. This approximation allows for the analytical treatment 
of a wide range of arrival processes since infinite queues are often amenable to exact 
analytical solutions while finite queues are not. The accuracy of this approximation has 
been investigated in [HUE98]. The authors have observed that the approximation is 
conservative for the arrival processes with short-range dependence as long as the load 
and the loss probabilities are low. For higher loads and loss probabilities, the 
approximation overestimates the exact loss probability by several orders of magnitude 
and larger queue sizes lead to large inaccuracies in approximation. For the arrival 
processes with long-range dependence, the approximation results in several orders of 
magnitude difference for almost all load levels. 

Neuts [NEU81] has derived complex closed formulae for phase type arrival and 
service time distributions using M/PH/1 /K and PH/M/l/K queues, but these lend 
themselves to little more than numerical computation especially for large 
dimensionalities of the state space of the PH distribution. Even the well known 
M/G/l/K and GI/M/l/K queues can be analyzed only numerically, for example by using 
the Embedded Markov Chain approach. The problem of determining the explicit 
accurate approximation of the loss probability for the M/G/l/K and the GI/M/l/K 
queues has been addressed in [BAI93]. The most interesting properties of these 
approximate formulae are that 

a) they are asymptotically correct i.e. the ratio of the exact value of the loss 
probability to the approximate value tends to 1 as the buffer size increases 
[BAI92], 

b) they reduce to the exact expression of the loss probability in the case of the 
M/M/l/L queues, 



c) their coefficients can be easily computed from the main queue parameters 
and 

d) they can be inverted allowing a straight forward buffer dimensioning to be 
done. 

There are mainly two approaches to evaluate the performance of an ATM 
multiplexer, namely a fluid approximation and a matrix anal 5 dical approach. Both the 
approaches have their advantages and limitations. The matrix analytical approach takes 
advantage of the special structural properties that are used to construct workable 
algorithms even when the problem is inherently of high dimension. The mathematical 
structure of the models is particularly useful in the discussion of steady-state features. 
The various works discussed here bring about the limitations and the advantages of the 
techniques based on the two approaches. 

Discrete-time finite buffer queues with correlated inputs have been used 
[BL092] for calculating the queue length density/loss probability using the 
DBMAP/D/l/K queue. Both Discrete-Batch Markovian Arrival Process (DBMAP) and 
Discrete Markovian Arrival Process (DMAP) are derived from the continuous time 
analogue BMAP and MAP [LUC91]. The structure of transition matrix Q shows that 
the queuing system is a finite Markov Chain of MJG/1 type. The method based on result 
of [GRASS] has been extended to block matrices for analyzing the DBMAP/D/l/K 
queue. This allows computationally tractable solutions for various performance 
measures such as the buffer occupancy distribution, cell loss probability and 
conditional cell loss probability. This approach leads to an accurate but conservative 
approximation for a large range of system parameters. 

An important property of MAPs and BMAPs is that superposition of 
independent processes of these types are again processes of the same type. This 
property is exploited in [CHO] to study the effect of statistical multiplexing of a large 
number of bursty sources. The Markov Arrival Process includes as special cases both 
the phase-type renewal process [NEU81] and the Markov Modulated Poisson Process 
[HEF86]. The transient results for BMAP/G/1/ queue have been obtained in [LUC] 
following the matrix generalization of transient results for the M/G/1 queue in 
[TAK62]. The transient behavior of M/G/1 type queue has been used to calculate the 
time-independent probability distributions by numerically inverting the two- 
dimensional transforms. For this purpose the two-dimensional transform inversion 
algorithm, proposed in [CHOI] has been used. These algorithms are based on the 



Fourier- Series method [ABA92] and are enhancement and generalization of the Euler 
and Lattice Poisson algorithms. The busy period transforms are obtained by iterating 
the characteristic functional equations. In [TUL98] the explicit expression for the 
transform of the queue length at the departure has been obtained, assuming a 
departure at t=0, and the workload at the n'* arrival, keeping track of the appropriate 
phase change. The departure process is characterized by the double transform of the 
probability that the departure occurs at time less than or equal to time x. The result is 
found to be similar to that derived in [SAI90]. 

The superposed sources and the statistical multiplexer have been modeled by 
means of a two-state MMPP/D/l/K queue in [BAI91]. The superposition of high-speed 
On-Off sources has been modeled using 2-state MMPP. The equilibrium analysis 
available in [BL089] has been used along with a fast algorithm [BAI91] for queue 
analysis whose computational complexity does not depend on the buffer size K. In 
[BOU91] the MMPP/D/1 model has been used for obtaining the loss probability. The 
upper block Hessenberg stmcture of the transition matrix has been exploited for 
obtaining the stationary probabilities. MBH algorithm has been used for efficient 
computation of loss probability using matrix-geometric approach. In [NAG91] the 
MMPP/D/l/K queue has been analyzed using the technique of uniformization in a 
fashion similar to that in [GRA82] and [LUC85] in the analysis of phase type queues. 
MMPP predictions are found to be very close to the results obtained from simulation. 

MMPP/G/1 queue has been used in [HEF86] to approximate the performance of 
a statistical multiplexer with inputs consisting of the superposition of voice streams and 
data streams. As in the case of M/G/1 queue analysis, the stationary distribution of the 
Markov chain is obtained from the first two moments of the virtual waiting time. 
Powerful matrix-analytic techniques have been used to obtain the tails of voice packet 
delay distribution. The analytic approach to the stationary solution of N/G/l/K queue 
has a key ingredient which requires the solution of probability transition matrices of the 
imbedded Markov process, A and A„. In general, the iterative procedures based on the 
randomization techniques as suggested in [GRA82] and [BL089] can numerically 
solve these matrices. It has been shown in [CHE93] that in the case of MMPP/G/l/K 
queue there exists explicit expressions for computing the matrices A and A„, This is 
achieved by using the matrix spectral decomposition, which only depends on the 
computation of eigenvalues and associated eigenvectors of the system. In case where 



the MMPP is the superposition of homogeneous IPPs, the eigenvalues and eigenvectors 
can be given in closed form. 

Quasi-Stationary approximation has been used in [CHE93] to obtain the 
approximate cell loss probability for an ATM statistical multiplexer with MMPP arrival 
process. In quasi-stationary approximation, use is made of the fact that changes in the 
number of active sources occur at a moderate rate. It is assumed that the time for the 
queue to reach the steady state after a change is short compared to the time to the next 
change in the number of active source. The queue follows this slow variation in the 
number of active traffic sources, such that during the successive changes the cell loss 
probability appears stationary. Thus the underlying queuing system becomes the 
M/G/l/K queue. The appropriateness of this model has been examined through the 
transient analysis of the imderlying process. 

Output queue at an ATM node has been approximated by a generic queuing 
model 2JG/D/1/K for analysis [SAI91A]. For anal 5 dical ease, the arrival process G, is 
modeled as MMPP, and the service time distribution D by the order Erlang 
distribution {E£). The superposition process itself has been modeled by an MMPP and 
has been obtained from the infinitesimal generator Mi and arrival rate matrix Ai of 
individual processes. If X(t) is the number of cells in the system at t, J(t) is the cell 
arrival phase and L(t) is the service phase at time t then the triplet [X(t), J(t), L(t)] in an 
MMPP/ Ei/l/K queue forms a Markov process with infinitesimal Generator M. The 
stationary state probability p(i,j,k) at an arbitrary point is obtained by munerically 
solving the following equations 

p.M=0 M.1=0 p.l=l (2.2) 

The algorithm used is such that the processing time is independent of phase size L of 
the service time distribution. The stationary state probability is used for obtaining the 
performance measures like cell loss probability, probability of delay exceeding 
maximum delay etc. 

MMPP/PH/l/K queuing model has been used in [YAM93] for obtaining the 
loss period and non-lossy periods. The Laplace transforms of the probability 
distribution function of these times have been obtained by recursive formulae. These 
distributions have been obtained via the Laguerre transform method. 

The discrete-time SSMP/G/1 queue has been used in [DIN90]. This is used to 
obtain an estimate for the case of a finite buffer queue, when the probability of loss is 



sufficiently small. The exact analysis of the discrete-time SMP/D/l/s queue [HER93] 
has been used to model the behavior of ATM statistical multiplexer and has been 
shown to be useful in dimensioning of real systems. The method of unfinished work at 
arrivals, described in [TRA88] for G^^/D/l/s queue, has been used to obtain the exact 
analysis of the discrete-time SMP/D/l/s queue yielding easy expression for both the 
queue length density at arrivals and the waiting time density for the “arrival first” and 
“departure first” policies. The input process is an arbitrary SMP (Semi Markov 
Process), the state of which corresponds to simple arrivals. The result developed can 
also be used for SSMP and DMAP processes. 

Renewal Approximation is used in [NAG91] to model the ATM statistical 
multiplexer. The superimposed voice arrival process has been modeled as a renewal 
process. The packet loss has been obtained for the GI/D/l/K system by obtaining the 
first and second moments for the infinite buffer queue using approximate formulae 
from [WHI83]. A discrete or continuous distribution is then chosen to match the 
computed moments to approximate the probability distribution for queue occupancy in 
the infinite buffer. The probability distribution for finite buffer is obtained from that for 
infinite buffer. A mixture of geometric distributions (analogous to the hyper- 
exponential distribution or a mixture of exponential distribution in the continuous 
random variable case) has been used. The Renewal approximation is the simplest and 
most versatile of all models. However due to its limited accuracy it can most probably 
be employed only in heavy traffic situation where it is relatively more accurate. 

MMDP/D/l/K queue has been used in [YAN[79] due to its computational 
simplicity and accuracy. An MMDP is a deterministic process whose arrival rate is 
controlled by a finite continuous time Markov process. The MMDP/D/l/K queuing 
system has been analyzed using the method proposed in [YAN92]. 

The ATM multiplexer has been approximately modeled by N*D/D/1 queue in 
[ROB91]. A multiplexer of capacity one cell per time imit handling N sources has been 
considered. Each source transmits one cell every D time units. D is the ratio of the 
multiplexer capacity to the arrival stream bit rate. The N cell arrival epochs in an 
interval [t-D, t) are independently and uniformly distributed in this interval. 

The discrete-time queue has been analyzed in [HUE98], the solution 

to this model is based on an iteration approach. The exact solution for the infinite FBM 
(Fractional Brownian Motion) driven queue has been proposed in [NAR98]. For 



simulation purpose, FBM process arrivals were generated using the Random Midpoint 
Displacement Algorithm [LAU95]. 

In Fluid Flow model the discrete nature of packet arrival is approximated by a 
continuous flow. The small size of packets/cells in ATM permits the use of fluid flow 
model for analyzing the queuing behavior at an ATM multiplexer. Markov modulated 
Rate Process or fluid flow model has been extensively analyzed. The analytical 
techniques can be categorized into exact analysis, analysis using simplifying 
approximations and asymptotic approximation. The disadvantage of the fluid flow 
approximation is that cell level behavior is totally lost. It accurately captures the 
correlated properties of the superposition but fails to account for the stochastics in the 
flows PS1AG91]. This is the reason that the fluid flow model fails for small buffers 
where the stochastics are more significant than the correlations. It also exhibits 
numerical instability in case of large source population and for buffer sizes [KOS84]. 
The reason for this being that the set of linear differential equations governing the 
behavior of the equilibrium probabilities has imstable eigenvalues. The inevitable 
errors, no matter how small, incurred during numerical integration are liable to excite 
the unstable modes and lead to solutions that blow up (similar to the case when the 
Laplace transforms of the equilibrium probabilities are available and are to be 
numerically inverted). In [ANI82] this problem has been countered by a priori 
segregation of the stable modes from the imstable modes. This requires the complete 
knowledge of eigenvalues and eigenvectors, information that is generally costly to 
obtain. The effectiveness of the solution proposed in [ANI82] depends on the efficiency 
of the computation of the eigenvalues and coefficient vectors. This has been achieved 
by obtaining all the eigenvalues by solving only a set of quadratic equations. A 
noteworthy feature of the approach proposed in [ANI82] is that it manages to avoid 
requiring the numerical solution of matrix equations. In [BAI91] it has been shown that 
increasing the buffer size leads to an increase in the number of correlation components 
summing up and consequently the cell loss probability does not significantly decrease. 
Hence increase in the buffer size is practically ineffective beyond a certain size 
corresponding to the knee of loss probability versus buffer size curve. Such an effect is 
more and more pronounced under increasing mean offered load. It has also been shown 
[BAI91] that M/D/\ model gives a good estimate in the small buffer region. For small 
buffer sizes, the bimodal distribution follows. The queue is alternatively almost full or 
almost empty. This phenomenon is all the more remarkable as the mean offered load 



increases. Hence limiting the maximum allowable load to values such as 0.3 or 0.4 
should be considered. 

A broad class of buffered system has been examined in [STE91] by modeling 
the system as continuous flow process modulated by an underlying reversible Markov 
Process. It has been shown that if the modulating process is separable, considerable 
reduction in computational complexity is possible using a decomposition method 
initially proposed in [KOS84]. This avoids problem of state explosion and numerical 
accuracy in very large systems. Further reduction in computational complexity was 
shown to be possible using simple bounds on coefficients in the expression for the 
buffer occupancy distribution. It has also been shown that certain computational 
problem associated with matrix-geometric methods can be avoided using 
decomposition. The decomposition technique leads to a solution of the equilibrium 
equation expressed as a sum of terms in Kronecker product from. A key consequence 
of decomposition is that the computational complexity of the problem is vastly reduced 
for large systems. 

In PS[0R91] it has been shown that fluid model gives an exact expression of one 
component of real queue. The load fluctuation of the cell arrival rate about the fluid 
average has been considered. The fluid approximation for the superposition queue can 
be more satisfactorily viewed as a way to calculate the “burst component” of the real 
queue, to which a further “cell component” must be added, depending on local 
fluctuations in the arrival rate about the fluid average. The component obtained from 
the fluid flow model with correlated input accounts for the long-term positive 
correlation in the arrival rate process. The negative correlation between cell inter 
arrival time is taken care of in second component. The cell component has been 
approximated by the 2X>/D/1 queue taking the burst component to be zero. The 
queuing behavior for the correlation arising in the cell arrival process when variable bit 
rate sources are multiplexed in an ATM network has been analyzed using the general 
result for the G/G/I queue due to Benes [BEN63]. The cell component is seen to be 
contributing a small positive bias, which approximately equals the mean of a 2X>i/D/l 
queue with a load equal to 1. It has been observed that the first moment of delay 
distribution may depend significantly on the cell component while the low percentile 
necessary for the buffer dimensioning are given essentially by the burst component 
alone. 



Non-parametric approach has been used to obtain the upper bounds of the cell- 
loss probability [SAI93]. This is useful under the condition, where only the traffic 
parameters are given and no arrival process is defined. The evaluation method that does 
not assume a parametric cell arrival process is called the non-parametric approach. A 
performance measure like loss probability cannot be obtained using this approach. Only 
upper bound for the loss probability can be computed using non-parametric approach. 

The fluid flow approach has been used in this thesis. The fluid flow approach 
results in more tractable model than the actual queuing model and does not suffer from 
what is termed as curse of dimensionality. 

2.3 Traffic Management 

The aim of traffic management is to control network congestion, efficiently 
utilize network resources and deliver the negotiated quality of service to users. The 
traffic management in ATM Networks is based on the simple concept of allocating 
resources within the network for each connection so as to provide appropriately 
differentiated Quality of Service (QoS) [Section 1.2.4]. This section covers the various 
methods proposed for implementing the Call Admission Control and Usage Parameter 
Control. 

2.3.1 Call Admission Controi 

One of the major challenges in ATM based broadband network is to guarantee 
the promised QoS for all admitted users while maximizing the resource utilization 
through dynamic resource sharing, i.e. statistical multiplexing of traffic streams 
[LIE95]. Call admission control, bandwidth allocation and buffer management play a 
key role in achieving the promised QoS for every connection or every class of 
connections. 

The Connection Admission Control (CAC) function is defined in Section 1.2.4. 
The function uses the information contained in the traffic description provided by the 
user at connection setup time to determine whether the request for a new connection 
should be accepted or rejected. The Call Admission is based on the availability of 
resources (bandwidth and buffers) to ensure that the QoS requested by the new 
connection can be guaranteed without degrading the QoS of the existing connections 
[ATM99]. The CAC has to operate in real tune hence the computational burden must 
be consistent with the available processing capacity on the switch. Given the statistical 



nature of the offered traffic, the vague description of the traffic characteristics provided 
by the users [Table 2.1], the stringent requirements on QoS, and the need to maintain a 
reasonable level of utilization, it is a significant challenge to develop an efficient and 
robust CAC. 

The literature has a large number of Call Admission Control strategies proposed 
by various researchers working in this area. Most of the Call Admission strategies are 
based on mathematical computation of the approximate loss probability and perfo rmin g 
CAC according to these estimations. CAC algorithms can be broadly classified into 

a) Equivalent bandwidth approximation [ELW93] [GUE91] [KES93] 

[CHA95] 

b) those based on engineering of loss probabilities [BAI91] [CHE93] [CH096] 
[ELW95A] [LAB92] [SHI97] [RAM97][MUD95] 

c) Upper bounds based on average and peak rate combinatorics [LEE96] 
[FER90] [CH098] 

d) those based on large deviation theory [BOT95] [GLY94] 

e) mechanisms based on Artificial Intelligence techniques [ATLOO] 

f) mechanisms based on measurements [GIB95] [S AI9 1 ] [TZE] [ZHU96] 

g) Fast resource reservation and Time window mechanisms [TUR92] [DZI96]. 

Various effective bandwidth methods have been proposed in the literature 

[ELW93] [GUE91] [KES93] [CH096] [ELW95A] [CHA95]. Effective bandwidth, 
which lies between average and peak rate, is computed for each flow. The stochastic 
properties of the flow have been taken into account for obtaining effective bandwidth 
of each flow such that the required loss probability for the flow is satisfied. Most of the 
techniques use the tail probability P[Queue-size > Buffer] for obtaining the effective 
bandwidth of a flow. Some of the approaches used for computing effective bandwidth 
are based on eigenvalue decomposition of Markovian flows [ELW93], large deviation 
theory [KES93] and the theory of envelope processes [CHA82]. The additive effective 
bandwidth of a flow is independent of the properties of all other flows as well as the 
number of sources and the link capacity C. In most of the cases the loss probability 


Ploss has been approximated by 
D ^-bXn 

Ploss ~ ^ ^ 


(2.3) 



to obtain the additive effective bandwidth, where Xb is the buffer size and Z? is a 
function of effective bandwidth. The call admission control procedure uses this additive 
effective bandwidth for accepting or rejecting a call. 

f;c,.<c (2.4) 

Z=1 

Here N is the number of multiplexed sources, C is the capacity of output link and Q is 
the effective bandwidth of the flow. The approximation for the loss curve is 
found to be highly conservative in nature. This method does not take advantage of the 
statistical multiplexing of large number of sources and hence again results in under 
utilization of link capacity. 

A common approach to deal with this problem is to assume that the buffer 
content process X(t) has an exponential complementary queue-length distribution. 

P[X(0 > jc] « ae~^^ (2.5) 

The constants a and b may be explicitly represented in terms of the parameters and 
statistics of the input process through analysis and approximation [CH096] [ELW95A] 
[MUD95]. A more general approach for the estimation of a and b has been used by 
applying large deviation theory for estimating a and heavy traffic expansion for 
computing b [SHI97]. 

In [CH096] [MUD95] [ELW95A] the efforts have been made to improve the 
loss curve approximation by computing the approximate asymptotic constant a in 
Equation 2.5. In [MUD95] the asymptotic constant has been obtained by using the 
exact computation for Markov modulated fluid sources based on [ANI82] and also by 
Gaussian approximation for the overload probability. This approach is described in 
detail in Chapter 6 of this thesis. In [ELW95A] the asymptotic constant has been 
estimated by the loss probability in a bufferless multiplexer as estimated by ChemofF s 
theorem. This approach of computing the effective bandwidth of the combined traffic 
works well for most Markovian sources but has been found inaccurate for sources with 
long range dependence. The tail probabilities of multiplexer fed with self-similar traffic 
[LEL94] are of sub-exponential type. 

In [RAM97] a model based multiclass connection admission control scheme has 
been developed. CAC algorithms compute the amount of bandwidth needed to support 
the specified QoS for each class of traffic. For buffered systems, the aggregate traffic 


process is modeled by a versatile diffusion process, and the results from the earlier 
work in diffusion approximations have been applied so that the auto-correlation of 
traffic is also taken into account. 

In [LEE96] [FER90] average and peak rate combinatorics have been used to 
obtain approximate loss probability for a bufferless multiplexer loaded with On-Off 
sources. An efficient algorithm has been developed in [LEE96] for computation of the 
aggregate arrival rate distribution and subsequently the loss probability. In [FER90] the 
worst case average rate for any time interval has been used to obtain the probability of 
delay-bound violation. Assuming a bufferless model results in substantial under 
utilization of link capacity if the multiplexer does contain a buffer [KNI99]. 

Maximum Variance Approach has been used to obtain Call Admission Control 
Algorithms [CH098] [KIM]. In this approach a variable Qt is defined as 

( 2 . 6 ) 

l 

where C is the output link capacity and Ai(t) is the instantaneous arrival from source 
at time t. The tail probability for the buffer occupancy distribution is given by 

P(X>Xs) = P(sup Qt>XB) (2.7) 

?>0 


The accurate bounds have been derived using the above definitions and assuming Qt to 
be Gaussian [CH098]. The empirical studies in [CH098] have shown that accurate 
results are obtained when the arrival process can be effectively modeled as a Gaussian 
process. Maximum Variance Asymptotic upper bound has been obtained based on the 
normalized maximum variance 05 . 

varfg,} 


Cfg = max 
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( 2 . 8 ) 


The MVA approach has been extended in [KIM] to estimate loss probability by 
normalizing the MVA upper bound by the exact probability of loss in a bufferless 
system. 

Large deviation theory has been used in [GLY94] to show that in large class of 
stochastic processes the tail probability satisfies the following equation 
\ogP(X>X,)~-SXs 


(2.9) 


However, for sources whose flow shows long range dependence (e.g. self-similar 
traffic) the tail probability has been defined by extending the result from large deviation 
theory to more general large deviation techniques [DUF95] to obtain 

logP(X>X,)-g(X,) (2.10) 

The effective bandwidth obtained using the large deviation theory is not additive hence 
the resources required for the source depend on all other sources. These can also 
address the cases of non-Gaussian traffic but are computationally expensive in the 
calculation of supremums [KNI99]. 

In all the Call Admission strategies discussed so far, the CAC requires each 
source to characterize the offered traffic a priori in terms of the parameters of a 
deterministic or stochastic model. The connection admission controller makes a 
decision based on the traffic parameters of existing connections and the new 
connection, which are usually declared by the users at connection setup time. 
Admission controls of this kind are open-loop model-based CAC [ELW95] [GUE91]. 
Such methods have some associated drawbacks. Often it is difficult for the users to 
precisely characterize their traffic streams since 

a) the statistical nature of traffic sources may not be completely captured by 
the analytical model, 

b) in order to conform to the standards, the choice of parameters may be 
inadequate to completely characterize the traffic source. 

Another drawback of these schemes is that each of them is based on specific 
traffic models and that they can be applied only to sources that comply with these 
models. To make matters worse, traffic analysis usually involves complex and 
computationally expensive procedures and therefore is not practical in real time. Given 
the limitations of traffic source descriptors, in order to provide guarantees on QoS, the 
CAC has to allocate bandwidth based on a worst-case scenario that the declared traffic 
descriptors may represent. This can result in more bandwidth being allocated than 
needed, leading to under-utilization of network resources. Inside the network, due to 
queuing, traffic superposition and thinning, traffic streams may no longer conform to 
UPC parameters declared originally and consequently may require more bandwidth 
than what was allocated by the CAC. Here it is assumed that the policing (UPC 
mechanism) is performed only at the mgress of the network. However the most 
significant drawback is that many of them overestimate the effective bandwidth or the 


expected cell loss probability, which results m under utilization of the network 
resources. Moreover their effectiveness depends considerably not only on the 
utilization of the network resources and the QoS contracts but also on the statistical 
multiplexing that is achieved [GIJE91] 

On the other hand, the mechanisms based on Artificial Intelligence techniques, 
or a combination of them with fuzzy logic, do not depend on specific traffic models. 
The Artificial Neural Networks (ANNs) are trained off-line according to specific traffic 
patterns and QoS requirements. However their convergence to the correct decision 
(acceptance or rejection of the call request) during their on-line operation depends 
heavily on whether the real traffic characteristics resemble the ones that the ANN has 
been trained for. As the scenarios that the ANN should be trained for increase, so does 
its convergence time, its size and the probability of converging on a wrong answer. The 
cost of their implementation considerably increases and it is possible to cause 
congestion in the network due to a wrong decision. 

A real time dynamic CAC algorithm has been proposed in [RAM97]. The CAC 
algorithm explicitly computes the effective bandwidth required to support each class of 
connection based on on-line observations of aggregate traffic statistics as well as the 
declared parameters. Gaussian and diffusion approximations have been used to 
characterize the aggregate traffic stream, and use fuzzy control strategy to combine 
model and measurement results to derive simple closed-form formulas to estimate the 
effective bandwidth in real time. 

In particular, the methodology of fuzzy logic controller appears to be very 
useful when the processes are too complex for analysis by conventional quantitative 
techniques, or when the available information cannot be interpreted correctly and with 
certainty. 

The measurement based admission control does not make any assumption about 
the offered traffic. Instead, the network monitors and measures the incoming traffic 
statistics, and makes decisions to admit or reject based on the measured statistics. The 
measured number of cells arriving during a fixed interval is used in [SAI91] to derive a 
robust but loose upper boimd for cell loss ratio. 

A decision-theoretic approach for call admission control to explicitly 
incorporate call-level dynamics into their model has been used in [GIB95]. Call 
acceptance decisions are based on whether the current measured load is less than a pre- 


computed threshold. Bayesian decision theory provides framework for the choice of 
threshold. 

A robust measurement based admission control with emphasis on the impact of 
estimation errors, measurement memory, dynamics and separation of time-scale has 
been studied in [TZE]. They quantify the impact on the effective bandwidth of large 
systems using Gaussian and heavy traffic approximation at the call level. 

Kalman filtering has been used for an optimal estimation of the aggregate 
effective bandwidth C. The effective bandwidth is expressed in the form of 

C = ocR + P<7^+R^ (2.11) 

where a and fi are preset parameters. R is estimated mean of the aggregate traffic rate, 
f/ is estimated variance of the aggregate traffic rate and Re accounts for the estimation 
errors under Gaussian assumption. Since the required QoS is in general stringent, a 
straight forward, on-line monitoring of such rare events will take too long to be 
practical. A common approach to deal with this problem is to assume that the buffer 
content process X(t) has an exponential complementary queue-length distribution. 

P[X(t)>x]^ae-'’’^ ( 2 . 12 ) 

where parameters a and b are to be estimated based on on-line measurements. 

In [ZHU96] the P[X(t) > x] has been measured for threshold x «Xb (buffer 
size), such that the P[X(t) > x] are in the range of 10’^ - 10’^. The autoregressive (AR) 
method has been used to estimate the parameters a and b from measurements. Then the 
above equation is used to obtain Prob [X(t) > XbJ- 

While measurement based admission control schemes capture the on-line traffic 
dynamics more faithfully and achieve higher efficiency of bandwidth allocation, sole 
reliance on measured and estimated quantities for admission control may raise new 
issues and lead to uncertainties. Monitoring and measuring traffic statistics requires 
additional processing capacity in the network. It is an excessive processing bmrden. 
Second any measurement or estimation procedure has errors associated with it, e.g. 
feasibility of accurately measuring certain statistics and the inherent disparity between 
the estimation models and the measured statistics. 

Most of the call admission policies are based on complete sharing of resources 
(bandwidth and buffers). In all these schemes, all the available link capacity is open to 
all classes of users. The admission controller, imder the complete sharing policy. 


determines if there is enough capacity to admit a newly arriving call and admits or 
rejects the call depending on whether or not there is enough capacity. This does not 
meet the call blocking probability of different call classes. 

The complete partitioning strategies [MIT98] [BUR98], divide the entire 
capacity into as many partitions as there are classes of users, a new user that finds 
insufficient capacity in the partition for its class is dropped. The complete partitioning 
scheme can be tuned to control the relationship between the call blocking probabilities 
of various classes of users, but the resulting throughput may be very low. 

A hybrid of the complete sharing and complete partitioning of bandwidth is the 
partial sharing policy. In the partial sharing policy, each call class has a dedicated 
portion of the bandwidth reserved for it, and all the classes compete for the remaining 
unreserved portion of the bandwidth [LAB92]. 

The ATM forum traffic management specification [ATM99] does not specify 
any Call Admission Control function. The implementations of these functions are 
network specific and depend on the strategy implemented by the manufacturer of ATM 
network element (switches, multiplexers, ete). 

2.3.2 Usage Parameter Control 

While the Call Admission Control functions in ATM networks accept/reject a 
call request and manage network resources accordingly. Usage Parameter Control 
(UPC) functions perform the function of policing the traffic on Virtual Connections 
(VCs) and Virtual Paths (VPs) [Section 1.2.4]. The ATM Forum Traffic Management 
Specifications [ATM99] define Usage Parameter Control as the set of actions taken by 
the network to monitor and enforce the traffic contract. Its main purpose is to protect 
network resources from the malicious as well as unintentional misbehavior, which can 
affect the QoS of other established connections. This protection is achieved by 
detecting violations of negotiated parameters and taking appropriate actions. 

UPC is performed at the UNI (User Network Interface) and NNI (Network 
Network Interface) for each VC or VP. The policing functions include the checking of 
the validity of VPI and VCI for each VC (and VPI for each VP), count the number of 
arriving cells belonging to the connection setup, and impose a penalty on the 
connection if there is disconformity. UPC is performed for each traffic parameter in a 
source traffic descriptor. As of now, the ATM forum specifications only include peak 
cell rate as the parameter to be monitored for conformance to the traffie contract. 



If UPC detects a violation, it can either discard cells or tag them for discard 
when the network is congested, or may allow them to pass [ATM99]. Tagging is done 
by making use of the cell loss priority bit in the cell header. When a cell with CLP=0 is 
tagged, UPC sets the CLP of that cell to 1. The tagged cell becomes indistinguishable 
from the cells that originally had CLP=1. The recommendations in [1] requires that 
UPC function should monitor both the streams (with CLP=0 and CLP=1) for a 
connection when monitoring for PCR. Cell Delay Variation (CDV) can make UPC 
inaccurate, mistakenly detecting a violation and discarding or tagging a cell conforming 
to the traffic descriptor. This is an important aspect in performance of UPC function. 

The most famous algorithm for judging a violation is called the leaky bucket 
method or the virtual leaky bucket method [BAL90]. This method provides a pseudo 
buffer and whenever a user sends a cell, the queue in a pseudo-buffer is increased by 
one. The pseudo-server serves the queue and the service-time distribution is constant. 
As long as the queue does not overflow the finite pseudo-buffer, the cells pass the UPC 
without interference. If the pseudo-buffer overflows, the UPC judges that violation 
occurs and discards or tags the arriving cell. The service rate of the pseudo-buffer 
usually corresponds to the rate to be policed (PCR in this case). The pseudo-buffer 
assures that the UPC algorithm tolerates for traffic fluctuations caused by the CDV. 
Accordingly the pseudo-buffer size can be set. The performance of a leaky bucket 
degrades as the pseudo-buffer size increases [HSI93]. Various versions of leaky bucket 
algorithm have been proposed in literature [ONV94]. 

The other UPC algorithms are based on counting of the number of cells in a 
window such as jumping window method, the sliding window method, and the 
exponential window method. The jumping window method defines the windows that do 
not overlap. The occurrence of a violation is judged by comparing the number of cells 
in each window with a threshold value. The sliding window method defines windows 
overlapping with each other. The exponential window method defines a window in the 
same way as that in jumping window. It compares the number of cells in each window 
with a threshold value that is a function of the exponentially weighed sum of cells 
accepted in the preceding windows. The jumping window method is the simplest but its 
performance is poor. 

It is generally agreed that the leaky bucket methods perform better than the 
window-based schemes. The leaky bucket and the exponentially weighed moving 
average have been found to be the most effective of all the UPC mechanisms proposed 



in the literature [ONV94]. Generic Cell Rate Algorithm (GCRA) has been used to 
define conformance with respect to the traffic contract [ATM99] but the network may 
still use any UPC mechanism as long as it supports the QoS objectives of a compliant 
connection. 

GCRA is a virtual scheduling algorithm or a continuous-state Leaky Bucket 
Algorithm. It is used to define the relationship between PCR and the CDVT, and the 
relationship between SCR and the BT (Burst Tolerance). Multiple instances of the 
GCRA may be applied to different cell streams of the same connection. Detailed flow 
chart of this algorithm is given in [ITU96] [ATM99]. 

2.4 Feedback based flow control 

The congestion control schemes discussed in the previous section are mainly 
preventive in nature. Preventive methods of congestion control work by avoiding or 
reducing the possibility of congestion in the network through under utilization of 
resources. These schemes are conservative as these are based on the philosophy of 
bounding tail probabilities of delay distributions and minimizing packet losses due to 
overflows. Another characteristic of the preventive schemes is that the local problems 
are tackled locally. The traffic management functions like CAC, UPC, defined in ATM 
Forum specification are preventive congestion control methods. 

Although preventive techniques reduce the buffer overflow probabilities, it is 
not possible to eliminate momentary periods of cell losses totally due to statistical 
nature of multiplexing in the network switches. Lost cells result in retransmissions, 
which in turn result in further losses thus turning the momentary buffer overflows to 
sustained periods of cell losses. Therefore, in addition to preventive schemes, reactive 
control mechanisms are necessary to monitor the congestion level in the network and 
take action based on that information. ATM Forum traffic management specifications 
define reactive control mechanism for ABR traffic in form of ABR flow control 
[ATM99]. There is no reactive control mechanism for traffic in other service 
categories. 

In this section, some of the traditional reactive control mechanisms based on 
feedback from the congested node are discussed along with some of the new strategies 
proposed in the literature on high speed networks. Traditionally the packet networks 
were designed to support the data traffic that was not so sensitive to delay in the 
network as the real time traffic. Most of the reactive flow control schemes were 



designed for low speed data networks hence the conventional reactive control 
mechanisms are not as effective in ATM networks as they are in low speed networks. 
In all these mechanisms, the basic philosophy was that the source generated traffic at 
the rate that was governed by the level of congestion in the network. There was no 
allocation of bandwidth at the setup time and the bandwidth was allocated d 5 mamically 
and it kept changing as the congestion within the network changed. The ABR service 
category in ATM networks is also based on this philosophy that traffic generated by the 
source depends on the available resources in the network and bandwidth is allocated 
dynamically within an ATM network, hence the name Available Bit Rate Service. 

The design and implementation of a generic reactive control mechanism 
covering the diverse traffic sources having different traffic characteristics and service 
requirements is still an open issue. Most of the effort in flow control mechanism for 
high-speed networks has been directed towards developing effective mechanism for 
reactive control for ABR flow [CHE96] [FEN96] [JAI96] [PRA98] [YIN94] [BEN98]. 
What is required here is to have a new look at the fundamental principles in congestion 
control for end systems and network elements in the context of a network that supports 
several services and QoS guarantees [GOY99]. 

The traditional flow control mechanisms are based on end node notification 
techniques like estimation by the end nodes, explicit backward congestion notification 
(EBCN) and explicit forward congestion notification (EFCN). It is this feedback 
information from the network or from the destination node, which is used by the source 
to increase or decrease its rate or window size (in window based mechanisms). 

The ABR flow control uses the forward RM (Resource Management) cells 
generated by the ABR source and looped back by the destination as backward RM 
cells, to inform the source of congestion in the network. The network element may 
directly insert feedback information by adding a value in the Explicit Rate (ER) field of 
the RM cell. This value may serve as an upper bound on the allowed cell rate (ACR) of 
the ABR source. The network element may use implicit feedback by setting the EFCI 
bit in the data cell header of the cells in forward direction. In this case the destination 
passes this information to the source through backward RM cells. The source uses this 
information to increase or decrease the ACR subject to the constraint imposed by the 
ER field. Thirdly, the network element may generate the backward RM cells to 
explicitly inform the source to decrease or increase the ACR [ATM99] [FEN96]. 



In [SAI96] it has been shown that it may be difficult to offer high-performance 
ABR in public networks due to the long round trip time and large number of 
multiplexed connections. The effectiveness of flow control based on EFCI-marking has 
been studied. It is observed that ABR with EFCI marking can be supported if peak rate 
is kept very low. ER-marking switches remove the PCR limitation. Simulation studies 
performed in [SAI96] show that lowering the PCR for TCP-over-EFCI is more 
effective. 

In general all the flow control schemes based on increase/decrease of traffic 
flow based on feedback fi'om the network show oscillations. The large amplitude 
oscillations of pure reactive feedback mechanisms have been studied in [MUK91] 
[FEN]. In [MIJK91] analytical approach has been used to show that the large amplitude 
variations are possible in the JRJ algorithm for feedback based flow control. The 
mathematical treatment in [FEN] has been used to prove that such oscillations are 
controlled to acceptably small magnitudes in a class of algorithms. 

The transient behavior of the feedback mechanism has been studied in [BEN98] 
[KES91]. In [MIS92] it has been shown that hop-by-hop feedback strategies perform 
far better than end-to-end feedback strategies. While large undamped oscillations have 
been observed in end-to-end congestion control strategy proposed in [FEN92], it has 
been shown that in Hop-by-hop scheme proposed in [MIS92] the oscillations are small 
and they die down fast. No such dampening was observed in the case of TCP. 

In [FEN92] it has been shown that adaptive end-to-end based rate control policy 
performs better than the static rate control policy. The relative improvement in 
performance of the predictive policy is more for higher values of the correlation 
coefficient. Discrete time stochastic approach has been used to analyze a generic flow 
control mechanism. It has been shown that the control mechanism is stable and efficient 
only if the control actions taken by the source are based on feedback information that 
includes not only an estimate of the bottleneck rate but also an estimate of the 
bottleneck queue size. 

In [WAN92], a new approach has been presented for deriving quantitative 
information for rate-based congestion schemes. Using the fluid model for time- 
dependent M(t)/M(t)/1 queue, the bottleneck capacity has been estimated firom round 
trip delay when the sender is increasing its traffic rate linearly. 

Any study of feedback in congestion control in ATM networks has to 
incorporate both the dynamics of the traffic sources and the relatively large propagation 



delay. The impact of large propagation delays has been studied in [MIS92] [WAN91] 
[MUK91]. However none of these papers consider sources with correlated arrivals. 
Markov Modulated Fluid sources have been considered in [PAZ95]. The authors have 
modeled a rate-controlled source with delayed feedback. It is assumed that the switch 
sends periodic feedback in the form of a single congestion indicator bit. The switch 
employs a threshold mechanism based on its buffer level to discard excess traffic. The 
stationary distribution of this system has been obtained using the spectral 
decomposition. 

2.5 Problem Overview 

The motivation for this thesis comes from the observation that most of the 
congestion control schemes proposed for ATM Traffic Management were of preventive 
kind. Though preventive mechanisms like Call Admission Control are in any network 
that provides guaranteed Quality of Service, preventive mechanisms alone are not 
enough to safeguard the network from collapsing due to sustained congestion. The 
reasons for sustained congestion can be many and have already been discussed in 
Chapter 1. 

Thus conceptually what is desirable is a preventive congestion control 
mechanism like Call Admission Control whose foundations are built upon some kind of 
reactive flow control mechanism so that not only it eliminate the possibility of 
sustained congestion but also results in higher resources utilization within the network. 
The ultimate goal of providing Quality of Service is best aehieved with an integrated 
solution that combines network control that provides feedback for cooperative end- 
system control [GOY99]. 

In general, loss probability is defined as the fraction of cells dropped by a queue 
with a finite buffer size. Though the fraction of cells lost is an important QoS criteria, 
the quality perceived by the user does depend on the duration for which cell loss takes 
place. This is especially true in case of the multimedia traffic. The duration of the 
overload period and its periodicity reflect the load on the network node. Thus a Call 
Admission Control scheme should include this aspect when accepting or rejecting a 
call. The focus of this thesis is to model the sojourn time (duration spent) mto 
congested and uncongested state and study its behavior for sources with and without 
feedback control. This is used to provide a framework so that mean overload period and 



underload period may be used to supplement the mechanism for Call Admission 
Control based on stationary cell loss probability as the QoS criterion. 

The aim is to extend the model of sojourn time in order to study the overload 
behavior under simple binary feedback mechanism with non-negligible propagation 
delay. Most of the results available in literature for reactive mechanisms are based on 
traffic, which is not correlated in nature. In this work the effectiveness of feedback 
mechanism with sources generating traffic which shows some kind of correlation, is 
being studied. The effectiveness is evaluated using the parameters like mean congestion 
duration and the ratio of lossy period to non-lossy period and the mean cycle time of 
congestion periods in the duration of single connection. These parameters depend on 
traffic characteristics and the traffic load. A study similar to this has been pursued in 
[PAZ95]. The model employed in [PAZ95] does not take into account the presence of 
source buffers and hence becomes a special case of the model presented in this work. In 
[PAZ95] the cell loss performance has been obtained using the stationary probability of 
system. The work in this thesis concentrates on obta inin g the density function for first 
passage time problem and usiug it to obtain the performance measures like mean 
overload and underload periods and mean cycle time of congestion. 

For the purpose of simplification the sources have been assumed to be On-Off 
type with exponentially distributed On and Off periods. In On state the sources generate 
traffic at a constant rate. No traffic is generated when a source is in Off state. The 
superimposed arrival process of N such homogeneous On-Off sources is modeled as a 
Markov Modulated Rate Process with (N+1) states. 

The sojourn time problem has been studied using the discrete queuing analysis 
and is well known for its analytical difficulty [LAT93] [LEE92] [LAUOO]. In this work 
the sojoum-time behavior has been studied using the fluid flow model. In Chapter 3, 
the first passage times for a statistical multiplexer fed by On-Off sources has been 
modeled using the backward Chapman-Kolmogrov equation. The set of differential 
equations thus obtained is reduced to matrix differential equation in Laplace Transform 
domain. This req;ures solving the eigenvalue problem of a matrix equation in Laplace 
domain. The properties of the eigenvalues for the matrix-differential equation are 
obtained and analyzed by extending the work of [ANI82] [REN95] [TAN95]. This 
approach is used in Section 3.3 for obtaining the solution for first passage time to 
congestion. These properties are used to segregate the stable eigenvalues from the 
unstable eigenvalues. The most critical step in this analysis is to identify sets of linear 



equations that uniquely determine the probability distributions for the sojourn time at 
the buffer boundaries. These boundary conditions are used in Chapter 4 to obtain the 
Laplace transform of probability distribution of sojourn time. 

Chapter 4 discusses the procedure to obtain the moments of sojourn time in 
overload and underload states. A two-state On-Off process has been used to 
approximate the superposed traffic from N On-Off sources. The results thus obtained 
are compared with those obtained using simulation. A fast simulator using embedded 
flow equations developed for the purpose of simulating network of switches has been 
used for simulation [MUD97]. This simulator has been used to verify the results 
obtained using the model developed in Chapter 3 and solved iti Chapter 4. 

In Chapter 5 a simple fluid buffer with deterministic server with rate controlled 
sources has been used to model the binary feedback mechanism. Feedback with non- 
negligible feedback delay controls the output rate of the source buffer. This model has 
been used to study the overload and underload periods in the multiplexer with feedback 
controlled sources. The fluid flow model has been used to obtain the distribution for the 
duration of congestion using the sojourn time approach developed in Chapter 3. The 
performance of feedback mechanism has been studied using infinite source buffer and 
rate control of source with and without source buffer. The results developed here may 
be extended for the queue with state dependent output to model the rate control from 
the downstream node. This extension is useful to model the backpressure mechanism of 
flow control. 

In the end a simple Call Admission Control strategy based on computing the 
effective bandwidth requirement of all the active connections in the network has been 
developed. It takes into consideration the buffer availability at the node, the statistical 
multiplexing of bursty traffic and the QOS requirements. This methodology based on 
fluid flow analysis of a single server queue served by traffic, which is represented as 
deterministic flow with random jumps. This approach permits the calculation of 
asymptotic constant for the buffer occupancy distribution, iteratively. The approach 
given here leads to more realistic calculation of effective bandwidth than those based 
on additive effective bandwidth. Another approach based on calculation of asymptotic 
constant using the instant traffic rate as a continuous random variable has been 
proposed and results obtained are found to be very close to those obtained by the first 
method. In the end, the effective bandwidth of the combined traffic at an ATM 
multiplexer is obtained using the concept of equivalent source. This two state 



equivalent source results in the same overload and underload behavior at an ATM 
multiplexer as that due to superposed traffic firom N sources. 

Chapter 7 summarizes the results and discusses the scope of future work. 

2.6 Summary 

Analytical study of any network requires modeling of different components like 
input arrival process, service time distribution and queuing policy. Any tractable 
analysis makes certain simplifying assumptions. The Literature Survey gives a brief 
introduction to these aspects of analytical study describing various approximations that 
simplify a study of network. It also gives the conditions under which these 
approximations are valid. Study deals with source modeling, multiplexer model, traffic 
management mechanisms and feedback control. The Chapter concludes with the 
problem overview. 



Chapter 3 


Sojourn Time Analysis 

Traditionally packet/cell loss probability has been used as a parameter for QoS 
performance measure of a packet switched network. It has also been used as an 
important parameter in CAC (Call Admission Control) procedures proposed in the 
literature. The decision to admit a connection is based on whether the packet loss 
probability of the new connection request as well as that of existing connections can be 
met or not. Almost all the proposed CAC procedures in literature use the model of 
stationary behavior of a packet multiplexer for obtaining the packet/cell loss 
probability. Though packet/cell loss behavior of a statistical multiplexer is an important 
measure for providing QoS guarantees, the real-time multimedia traffic is less sensitive 
to small percentage of packeVcell loss. Recent developments in multimedia coding, e.g. 
MPEG-4 coding have even incorporated error resilience against network errors. For 
multimedia services like multimedia streaming, it is the duration of the overload 
period/congestion duration that has direct impact on the QoS perceived by a user. To 
understand this impact on QoS, we need adequate models to describe overload 
periods/congestion duration. In this work, sojoum-time analysis has been used to obtain 
the expressions for probability density function for the length of the overload and 
underload periods in a statistical multiplexer. As discussed in Section 2.5, the sojourn 
time problem has been studied in earlier works [LAT93] [LEE92] [LAUOO] using the 
discrete queuing analysis and is well known for its analytical difficulty. The fluid flow 
approach used in this chapter to model the probability density fimction for overload and 
underload periods leads us to more tractable solutions. 

The first passage times to transition from overload state to underload state is 
obtained using the embedding technique [BEL76]. This method leads to partial 
differential equations. By making use of Laplace transform, these partial differential 
equations are reduced to the eigenvalue problem of a matrix equation in the Laplace 
transform domain. These equations are found to be similar to those obtained for steady 
state statistical multiplexer in [ANI82] and for transient solution of buffer behavior in 
statistical multiplexer in [REN95]. The characteristics of eigenvalues for the set of 



matrix equations for the density for first passage time is obtained using the approach 
followed in [ANI82] and [REN95]. 

The most critical aspect of obtaining the solution for the density functions for 
overload and underload periods, is the identification of boundary conditions and using 
the characteristics of the eigenvalues along with boundary conditions to obtain the 
constant matrix. The solution obtained in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 is applied to obtain 
the overload and underload periods for a statistical multiplexer with binary feedback 
controlled sources in Chapter 5. 

A fluid buffer model is described in Section 3.1 along with the justification for 
fluid flow approach. Section 3.2 develops the matrix differential equation for the 
density function of first passage time to reach the state of congestion. The bormdary 
conditions and eigenvalue characteristics are in Section 3.3. Probability density 
function for first passage time to underload state is obtained in Section 3.4. Expressions 
for sojourn times into overload/congestion duration and imderload periods are given in 
Section 3.5. The application of boundary condition to the expressions obtained in 
Section 3.3 and 3.4 is covered in Chapter 4. Numerical examples are provided in 
Chapter 4 along with the simulation procedure used to validate the results obtained 
using the analysis described in this chapter. 

3.1 Fluid B uffer Model 

The model used here is of a statistical multiplexer fed by On-Off type sources. 
The statistical nature of multiplexing implies that there are periods when the input 
traffic to the multiplexer is greater than the output link capacity. This results in queuing 
and may lead to buffer overflow. Thus there are periods when the multiplexer is said to 
be in congestion. It is assumed that during a single connection duration, a multiplexer 
alternates between overload state and underload state. This assumption is valid in the 
case of a heavily loaded node. The exact definition of overload/congestion duration and 
underload period is given later in Section 3.1. 

On-Off source generates fluid traffic at a constant rate in On state and no traffic 
is generated in off state. The aggregate fluid arrival at the input of a statistical 
multiplexer is modeled as a Markov Modulated Rate Process (MMRP) (Figure 3.1). 
The MMRP has briefly been discussed in Section 2.1 and is once again described in 
detail later in this section. At any instant the aggregate fluid arrival at the input of a 
multiplexer depends on the state of the modulating Markov Process. 



On-Off Source 



Figure 3.1 A Fluid Buffer Model 

In this thesis, the fluid flow approach has been used for modeling of a statistical 
multiplexer. In a traditional queuing approach the arrivals are discrete events, whereas 
in the fluid flow approach the arrival entity is continuous and is referred to as fluid. 
This approach has been traditionally used to model the behavior of dam and fluid 
reservoirs. In last few decades interest has been shown in using this approach for 
modeling queues and queuing networks using fluid flow approach [ANI82] [KOS74]. 

The choice of fluid flow model was governed by two reasons. One was that 
traditional queuing approach results in what is known as curse of dimensionality. When 
analyzing the modem day network queues fed by doubly stochastic processes like 
Markov Modulated Poisson Processes or Batch Markov Arrival Processes, the state 
space blows up with increase in number of sources and buffer size. Thus it is very 
difficult to obtain results for meaningful large systems. This problem is reduced by one 
dimension if fluid flow model is used. This allows the usage of fluid flow approach for 
analyzing large system. 

The convenience of ATM networks with small sized packets called cells was 
another reason for the choice of fluid flow model for modeling network queues. In 
ATM, the cell inter-arrival time and cell service time are very small in comparison with 
the duration of the burst. The time scale of interest in this thesis is burst level 
phenomenon in the arrival process. Hence the cell arrival process can be seen as a 
continuous flow of fluid. Fluid flow approach does not take into account the variation 




is being ignored as it does not contribute to the queuing behavior in large buffer queues 
[NOR91] [CH097]. 

The fluid flow approach results in more tractable analytical model than the 
actual queuing system. Queuing approach provides advantage in cases where the 
advantage of structural properties of the one-step transition matrices allows 
development of more efficient algorithms. Though this advantage is not there in fluid 
flow approach but the tractability of fluid models and diffusion processes in terms of 
Laplace Transforms is well knovm. 

In the fluid flow model the input fluid process is stochastic in nature where the 
arrival rate r(t) has an associated probability measure. The fluid flows into a reservoir 
that may be of finite or infinite size (Figure 3.1). This reservoir will be called the fluid 
buffer throughout this thesis. The fluid buffer empties through one or many outlets. The 
outlet rate may be constant or stochastic. This generic model is used for analyzing the 
behavior of statistical multiplexer and other buffers in this thesis. 

The arrival fluid rate r(t) is modulated by a background stochastic process. This 
modulating process governs the rate at which the fluid flows into the fluid buffer. In 
present work the modulating process is assumed to be a finite Markov chain, unless 
specified otherwise. The instantaneous fluid generation rate from such a source is 
dependent on the state of the modulating Markov chain. This arrival process is called a 
Markov Modulated Rate Process. 

Let + 1 be the number of states in the background Markov chain M(t) 
defined over state space [0,N ]. When the modulating process is in state i e [0,N ], the 
fluid is generated at a rate ru Let X(t) represent the quantity of fluid in fluid buffer at 
time t. The fluid flows out of the fluid buffer at a constant rate C. Hence the output rate 
from the buffer Ro(t) is given by 





X(t)>^ or rlt) >C 
otherwise 


(3.1) 


Throughout this thesis the Markov Modulated Rate Process defining the 
fluid arrival at the fluid buffer is obtained from the superposition of N homogeneous, 
independent On-Off fluid sources. As mentioned earlier, an On-Off source generates 
fluid at a constant rate R when in On state and no fluid is generated in Off state. The On 
and Off periods are independent and are assumed to be exponentially distributed unless 
specified otherwise. 



3.1.1 On-Off Source Description 
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R 

Mean Source Utilization 

P 

Mean Rate 
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The source utilization factor p is defined as 


A 



1^1 /J'A Mn 

Figure 3.2 Background Birth and Death Process 


The combined arrival process from iV homogeneous independent On-off sources 
is a Markov Modulated Rate Process with the modulating Markov Chain being defined 
by a Birth and Death process (Figure 3.2). When the modulating process is in state i, 
equivalent to i sources being in On state, the fluid arrival rate is given by 

r, = i £[0,NJ — (3.3) 
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Figure 3.3 Single Server Fluid Buffer with Two Thresholds 

A two level threshold of fluid buffer (Figure 3.3) is used for defining the 
duration for which the system remains in congestion. Let these levels be called high 
threshold Xh and low threshold Xl- The multiplexer is in congestion between the time 
when the fluid buffer crosses the high threshold from below, to the instant when the 



fluid buffer contents fall below the low threshold Xi for the first time since reaching the 
congested state. In Figure 3.4 the duration between t = and t = t^ is the period in 

which the fluid buffer is in congested state. The multiplexer is said to be in uncongested 
state in period between t = t^, when the buffer content fall below Xl and the instant 
r = ^2 when the fluid buffer crosses the high threshold from below for the first time. 
This definition of congestion duration and uncongested period is used throughout in 
this work. The fluid buffer is assumed to be infinite. When modeling multiplexer with 
finite buffer, the buffer size is assumed to htXg. 



Figure 3.4 Buffer Content Variation with Time 

3.2 First Passage Time To Reach Congestion 

Let us consider a multiplexer with finite or infinite buffer fed by a source 
defined by Markov Modulated Rate Process. At any instant the multiplexer is either in 
the congested state or in uncongested state. In order to obtain the moments of time 
spent in each state, the probability density for the first passage time need to be 
obtained. In this section the model for the first passage time for the multiplexer to reach 



the state of congestion given that it was in uncongested state at time t=0 has been 
obtained. Since the multiplexer buffer content remain below the high-threshold level 
for the duration of interest, the set of equations used to model the densities for the first 
passage time remain the same for infinite as well as finite buffered multiplexer. 

The first passage time to congestion has been obtained by using the backward 
Chapman-Kolmogrov equation. The method based on backward Chapman-Kolmogrov 
equation, leads to Matrix differential equations that are solved by obtaining the 
spectrum of the key matrix and applying the boundary conditions. 

Let X(t) be the random variable representing the content of the fluid 
buffer with an initial value of X(0)=x at time t=0. The fact that the multiplexer is in 
xmcongested state implies that 0 < x < Xj^ . Let the phase of the modulating process 
M(t) be i at time i = 0 . The process X(t) has two barriers, one at X=^0 and another at 
X=Xh- We are interested in finding the probability density of the first passage time to 
crossing the barrier at X=Xh with any number of buffer emptiness. To find this we 
define 

p, j(x,t)dt = The probability that the high threshold Xh is crossed for the first 

time from below between time t and t+At given that any number of 
emptiness of fluid buffer occur in the time interval (0,t) and that 
X(0)= X, 0 < X < Xjj at time t=0. At time t=0 The phase of the 
modulating process M(t) was i at time t=0 and is j at t=t. 

Using the definition given above, the system of partial differential equations 
governing the dynamics of the first passage time are obtained next. For this we consider 
the different independent possibilities which are mutually exclusive in the interval 
(0,At). Then proceeding to limit and as At tends to zero, we arrive at the imbedding 
equation for />,^(x,t). 

Pi j (x, t + At) = X^Atp^_^^ j (x + (r^- - C)At, t) + p^Atp^_^ j (x + {r^ - C) At, t) + 

(1 - X^At - //j At) p^ ^ (x + (r^ — C)At, t) x > 0, t > 0 


(3.4) 

Here X and //, are birth and death rates of the modulating birth and death process when 
the process is in state i. Subtracting p, j{x,t) firom both the sides in above equation and 

after rearranging and dividing by At and taking the limit as At —>■ 0, we get 



■ iTi - C ) — = -(;i^. ■\-Pi)pij{x,t) + ^iPi+ij(x,t) 


dt 


dx 


+ MiPi-l,j(x,t) 0<i,j<N,x>0,t>0 


(3.5) 

The above equation may be written in the more compact form of matrix 
differential equations. Let p(x,t)hQ an (N+l)x(N+l) probability density matrix of the 
first passage time to congestion given that the initial content in fluid buffer was x. The 
ij element of the two dimensional matrix p{x, t) is given by the probability density 

function p^^ (x, t) of the first passage time to the congestion state as defined above. 


p{x,t) = 


PO,o(.x,t) 


Piv,o(^>0 


Pl^l(x,0 . . ;?i,^(x,0 

• • PN-\,Ni^^t) 

PN,\ixj) . . Pi^,iy(x,0 


(3.6) 


The drift D as the diagonal matrix of size (N+l)x(N+l) matrix as given below. 


r^-C 0 . . 0 

0 r, -C 0 . 0 


0 ... 0 
0 0 0 0 r^-C 


(3.7) 


Let M be the transition rate matrix of the modulating continuous time ergodic 
Markov Process M(t). Then the transition matrix M for birth and death modulating 
process is given by 

-y^Q Xq . . 0 


/IjV’-l 

• Pn ~^N 


M = 


0 

0 


(3.8) 



If 7t is the stationary probability vector for the states of the Markov Process M(t) and is 
given by: 

^ = [^0 ^1 — •^iv] (3.9) 


Then ;Tand M satisfy the following relationship 

^.M = 0 ( 3 . 10 ) 

Using the above definitions, the partial differential equations for the first passage time 
probability densities are reduced to the Matrix differential equation of the form: 

0<x<XH,t>0 (3.11) 




dt 


dx 


The solution to this equation is obtained using the Laplace transform approach 
and obtaining the eigenvalues and eigenvectors for the key matrix thus obtained. The 
procedure involved in obtaining the solution is discussed in next section. 


3.3 Solution for First Passage Time to Congestion 


Let p(x,s) be the Laplace transform of p(x,t) with respect to parameter t 
given by: 

^ oo 

p{x,s)= p{x,t)dt s>Q (3.12) 

0 

Now taking Laplace transform with respect to r, (3. 1 1) may then be written as 


D ^ = {si - M) p(x, s) — p{x,0) (3.13) 

ox 

where I is the (N+l)x(N+l) identity matrix. The above equation is a first order 
matrix differential equation. The factor /?(x,0) in Equation 3.13 is an (N-\-l)x(N+l) 
probability density matrix for the first passage time to congestion being zero. This is 
only possible if the fluid buffer content is equal to high threshold value Xh at time t=0, 
and the phase of the modulating Markov Process is such that there is a positive input 
drift (phase is / such that r, > C). Hence for all i,j£[Q,N'\, the element p,.^(x,0)of 


p(x,0) is given by: 


Pij{xSi) = 


S(x-Xh) 

0 


i = j, i s.t. rj>C, X > 0 
otherwise 


(3.14) 



Here <5(x-X^)is a unit impulse at x = Now consider an (N+l)x(N+l) 
diagonal matrix z(s) such that each diagonal element z,(s) of the diagonal matrix is an 
eigenvalue of the key matrix D-\sI-M). Let V(s) be a row vector of order (N+1) 
such that it’s each element Vi(s) is the right eigenvector for the zth eigenvalue Zi(s) of the 
key matrix D~\sl-M). Since z(s), V(s) and key matrix D~\sl - M) have been 
defined to satisfy the following equation, 

V {s)z{s) = D''\sl - M)V {s) (3.15) 

The solution to Equation 3.13 may be written as 

pix,s) = V(s)e^^^^^A(s) - (3.16) 

where A(sJ is the constant coefficient matrix of size (N+l)x(N+l). Lh is also a 
(N+l)x(N+l) diagonal matrix with only the elements corresponding to is.tr^ >C 

being unity. The probability density for the first passage time to congestion may be 
given by Equation 3.16. This requires obtaining the eigenvalues, corresponding right 
eigenvectors and using the boundary conditions for finding the constant coefficient 
aij(s), elements of constant coefficient matrix A(s). 

3.3.1 Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors 

If the superposed arrival process has N+1 states then let Ni be the number of 
states which result in positive drift (r, > Q in the statistical multiplexer and N 2 be the 
number of states with negative drift, such that 

N^+N^=N + \ (3.17) 

For the system where the combined arrival process is superposition of N 
homogeneous On-Off sources, each with peak rate R, the drift parameters and the 
parameters of infinitesimal generator Mare given by 
For i £[0,NJ 
ri =iR 

Xi={N-i)X (3.18) 

Pi = ip 

Let z be an eigenvalue matrix of D~^{sl - M)snAW = [wo . . . wjyJ^be 
the corresponding left eigenvector matrix. Each element Wj of the left eigenvector 



matrix is a row vector of size N+1 given by Wi = [wjq . . . . Then z Next the 

eigenvalues for the key matrix D ’ (si — M) are obtained using the following equation: 
zDW = W(sI — M) (3.19) 

If Wi(Z) is the generating function for and IF, (Z) it’s first derivative defined by 

N 

(3.20) 

y=o 


w/(Z)=XMjZ^'-^ (3.21) 

J=1 

Using the parameters of D and Mas given by Equation 3.18 along with Equation 3.20 
and Equation 3.21 in Equation 3.19, the following equations in fF/xJ and fFifxJ is 
obtained for all /, 0<i <N. 

z.RxW- (Z) - z, CWi (Z) = (s + NX)Wi (Z) + (ji- X)ZW, (Z) - NZZWi (Z) + 

^'^wl(Z)-iiWl(Z) 


wlCZ) ^ NX(Z-\)-ZiC-s 
Wi (Z) xz'^+(n-x- ZiR)Z - // 


(3.22) 

(3.23) 


Let Zo and Zy be the two roots of the quadratic in the denominator of the right-hand side 
given by: 

Zq = {-(// - Z - z,R) + ^(//-Z-z/i?)^+4Z//} / 2Z (3.24) 

Zj = {-<ji -Z-z,R)--^(ju-A- z,Rf + 4Z//} / 2Z (3.25) 


Thus Equation 3.23 may be written as 

W;(Z) _ q ^ N-Ci 
Wi(Z) Z-Zq Z-Zi 


(3.26) 


The constant c\ is obtained by comparing the terms in Equation 3.23 with those in 
Equation 3.26. 


m(Zo-l)-ZiC-s 

Z(Zo-Zi) 


(3.27) 


The solution for Equation 3.26 may be given as 
Wi(Z) = (Z-Zo)^i (Z-Zi)^^"^>^ 


(3.28) 



Since by definition W/Z) is a polynomial in Z of degree N and since Zo and Z; are 
distinct, it implies that cj is an integer in [0,N]. Let this integer be represented by 1. 
Substituting the value of Zo, Z; in Equation 3.27, following set of quadratics in the 
unknown eigenvalue z, are obtained 

a{hs)zi^ + b{l,s)zi + c{l,s) = 0 [0,iV] (3.29) 

where the constants a(l,s), b(l,s) and c(l,s) are given by 

= (3.30) 

N 0 N N 

b(l, s) = -2(// - Z)(— -IYR + 2(—R - C)[— (// + A) + s] (3.31) 

c(/, s) = (M + Zf{j-lf-[^(ju + X) + (3 .32) 

Hence we can say that there will be (N+1) distinct roots for the above given set of 
quadratic equations. The eigenvalues for / e [0,iV'] are given by: 

YR-C)lsJt + MC+A(NR-C)] 

(NR-IR-C)(C-IR)R 

(y - l)^|(sR + //C + Z(NR - C)f + A^Z{NR -IR- C){IR - C) 
{NR-lR-QiC-lR) 

(3.33) 

Let there be Ni positive eigenvalues and N 2 negative eigenvalues as obtained 
from Equation 3.33 such that iVj + iVj = A^+ 1 . Since the probability density for the 
first passage time is piecewise continuous and boxmded hence from the existence 
theorem for Laplace transform, the transform of probability density of first passage 
time to congestion must exist for all s greater than some finite constant. This is only 
possible if the coefficients corresponding to the exponential terms with positive 
exponents in the solution (Equation 3.16) are zero. Hence the positive and negative 
eigenvalues need to be segregated in order to obtain the solution for the first passage 
time. 

To find whether an eigenvalue is positive or negative, the sign of an eigenvalue 
Zi(s) at s=0 is observed. It is also found from the derivative of Zi(s) that the eigenvalues 
are either strictly increasing or strictly decreasing in right half of the s-plane (Appendix 
1). The following summarizes the properties of the eigenvalues: 



1 . For / varying from 0 to N the above given set of quadratic equations will 
result in (N+1) non-zero, distinct roots. 

2. There are [_C / i?J-i-l negative roots at s=0 and these are strictly decreasing 
function of 5 > 0 

3. There are A^ — |_C/i?J-l positive roots at 5=0 and each are strictly 
increasing function of 5 > 0 

4. There is one root z=0 at s=0 and it is strictly increasing function of 5 > 0 
There exists a one-to-one correspondence between positive diagonal elements 

of D and the eigenvalues of — M) being positive. Similarly there is also a one- 

to-one correspondence between negative diagonal elements of the drift matrix D and 
the negative eigenvalues of - M) . 

The left: eigenvector w, for the eigenvalue Zi(s) for all values of zf [0,A^] is 
obtained from the corresponding generating function W,fxJ. There will be N+J such 
generating functions corresponding to each of the eigenvalues. Let z/sj be an 
eigenvalue corresponding to a particular value of / in Equation 3.33. Using this value of 
z,(sj in Equation 3.24 and Equation 3.25, Zo and Zj are obtained. The component of 
the eigenvector w,- is given by: 

Wy = (-1)^“^ Z f 0 < y < iV (3.34) 

A:=0V^A2 

The corresponding right eigenvector v, is obtained by making use of the 
properties of the matrix Mfor the birth and death process (Appendix 2) and is given by 

(3.35) 

where x is the diagonal matrix with the diagonal element given by 

I f JV) 

. (3-36) ' 

V vU 

and wf is transpose of left eigenvector w, . 

3.3.2 Boundary Conditions 

The constant matrix A(s) in Equation 3.16 is obtained in Section 4.1 using the 
boundary conditions defined here. The first passage time to congestion is independent 
of the size of fluid buffer. Hence the same boundary conditions apply to finite as well 



as infinite size fluid buffer. The first passage density is constrained by two boundaries 
at x=0 and x=Xh. 

By definition of first passage time to congestion it is clear that there is no 
possibility of the fluid buffer crossing the high threshold if the state of the modulating 
sourcey at time t is such that the net drift is negative. Hence it can be said that 

Pij (x, t) = 0 j s.t. rj<C, r > 0 

and also 

Pij{x,s) = 0 js.t.rj<C (3.37) 

Another boundary condition of interest is at x — Xjj . If the state at time t=0 of 
the modulating process is such that the inflow is greater than the outflow, then the high 
threshold will be crossed at t-0 with probability 1. 

Third boundary condition is defined at x = 0 . Using the first principle (Equation 
3.4) to obtain the governing equations for the probability density of first passage time 
to congestion given that the fluid contents were zero at time t=0 gives the following: 

dpi .(0,0 

— = -(i/ + A, )Pi j (0, 0 + j (0, t) 

+ PiPi-lj (0, 0 0 < i < [C/R J, 0 < y < A, / > 0 

(3.38) 

dpi,(0,t) I I 

=> ‘-J = 0 0<i<Lc/Rj, 0<y<iV, r>0 

dx 

(3.39) 

The procedure to use these boimdary conditions in order to obtain the constant 
matrix A(s) in Equation 3.16 is described in Chapter 4. 

The density for the first passage time to congestion itself is obtained by 
numerically inverting the Laplace of the probability density function. If 
;r(0) = [;ro(0) . . ;rjv(0)] is the initial probability vector giving the probability that 

the modulating chain was in state i at time t-0, then the probability density for the first 
passage time to congestion is given by 

Px (0 = ^i^)pix, t).e (3 .40) 

where e is the imit column matrix. 

Next section develops the equations governing the duration for which the 
multiplexer remains in congestion by considering it as a first passage time problem. 



3.4 Congestion Duration 

As defined earlier, the statistical multiplexer represented by the fluid buffer with 
constant rate server is said to enter a state of congestion if the fluid contents in the 
buffer exceed the high threshold value. The system remains in the congested state until 
the fluid contents fall below the low threshold value. The time required for the contents 
of the fluid buffer to fall below the low threshold level for the first time given that at 
time t—0 the system was in congested state, is called congestion duration. 

The imbedding technique is again used to obtain the set of equations governing 
the duration for which the system remains in the state of congestion. The fluid buffer is 
assumed to be of infinite size. Let X(t) be the random variable representing the content 
of the fluid buffer with an initial value of X(0)=x at time t=0. The fact that the 
multiplexer is in congested state implies that at some point of time the fluid buffer had 
crossed the high threshold and at time t=0 the buffer content is greater than the low 
threshold Xl. Let the phase of the modulating process M(t) be i at time t=0. The 
probability density of the first passage time to crossing the barrier at X=Xl defined as: 

Pl j {x,t)dt = The probability that the low threshold Xi is crossed for the first 


time from above between t=t and t=t+At and that X(t) = jc at time 
t=0. At time t=0 the modulating process M(t) was in phase i and is 
in phase j at time t. 

The system of partial differential equations is obtained by considering the 
different independent possibilities which are mutually exclusive in the interval (0,At). 
Using the same approach as the one for first passage time to congestion, the probability 
density function for first passage time to underload state, p^ j (x, t ) , is governed by the 


following set of partial differential equations. Proceeding to limit as At tends to zero the 
imbedding equation for p, j(x,t) is given by 


dpij(x,t) 

dt 


in-cy 




3x 


= + Pi)Pi,jix,t) + ^iPi+\,jix,t) 

+ PiPi-lji^’t) 0 < i,j < N,x >Xi,t^0 

(3.41) 


where Xi and are birth and death rates of the modulating birth and death process 
when the process is in state i. 



The above given set of equations are represented in a compact form using the 
definitions of drift matrix D and rate transition matrix M for the modulating process, as 
defined in Section 3.2. Thus the partial differential equations for the first passage time 
probability densities are given by: 


dt 


dp{x,t) 


■■ Mp{x,t) 


x>XL,t>Q 


(3.42) 


This equation for the first passage time to underload state is same as the one 
obtained for the first passage time to congestion and hence will be solved using the 
same approach as that followed in Section 3.2. The solution for the matrix differential 

equation (Equation 3.42) is obtained using the Laplace transform approach. Let p{x,s) 
be the Laplace transform of p{x, t) with respect to parameter t. 


p(x,s)= je p{x,t)dt 5>0 (3.43) 

0 

Then Equation 3.42 is given by 

D ^ P(^> - M) p(x, s) - p(x,0) x>Xi (3.44) 

dx 

where I is the (N+l)x(N+l) identity matrix. The factor / 7 (x, 0 ) gives the 
probability of sojourn time into congestion being zero. This is only possible if at time 
t=0 the contents of fluid buffer and the phase of the modulating process M(t) is 

such that r,<C . The first passage time density /?(x,0) is an (N+l)x(N-^l) matrix with 

it’s element p,^j{x,0) given by the following equation 

'0 j,0<i,j<N 

p. j (x,0) = < 0 i = j, s.t. rt > C (3.45) 

[tJ(x-XL) / = ;, s.tr; <C 

The solution to the matrix differential equation (Equation 3.44) is obtained as 

p(x,^) = F(5)e^(^>^^(5)-F(.y)/^"^^^"^^^r-k5)i)-^i:^ (3.46) 

where A(s) is an (N+l)x(N=l) matrix of constant coefficients Qi/s). Ll is an 
(N+l)x(N^l) diagonal matrix. It has zero elements except for the unit diagonal 
elements corresponding to index i such that r, <C. The diagonal matrix z(s) is the 
eigenvalue matrix for the key matrix D ^ {si — -M) . The similarity in the matrix 
differential equation and solution for the probability density for the first passage time to 



congestion and the congestion duration jneans that the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of 
the key matrix have the same properties. The eigenvalues are given by Equation 3.33 
and corresponding left eigenvectors by Equation 3.34. 

The bomdary conditions required for obtaining the constant coefBcient matrix 
A(sJ is discussed next. The first passage time to underload state will depend on the size 
of fluid buffer. The boimdary conditions will be different for fini te sized buffer and 
infinite size buffer. For both finite and infinite buffer size, the density function for first 
passage time to underload state experiences a boundary at x = Xi. 

The fluid buffer contents reduce below the low threshold at between time t and 
t-t+At if and only if the phase j of the modulating process is such that there is a 
negative drift (i.e. <C). Hence it can be said that for both finite and infinite buffer 

size 

Pi,j{xA) = ^ js.t.rj>C, t>0 (3.47) 

and also 




j s.t. r,- > C 


(3.48) 


If the initial buffer content at time t=0 is Xi and the state of the modulating 
process is such that the inflow is less than the outflow, then the low threshold will be 
crossed at t=0 with probability 1. 

In case of finite buffer of size Xb, if the initial contents of fluid buffer at time 
t=0 are given by x = Xg and the net inflow is more than the net outflow, then the 
probability density for the first passage time to underload state satisfies the following 
boundaiy condition. 

^Pi,j(XB>t) ^ ^ Lc/Rj+i<i<N, 0<7<iV, t>0 

dx 

(3.49) 

In case of infini te buffer, the boundary condition given by Equation 3.49 is not 
applicable. The function (x, f) represents the probability density function for the 

first passage time. Since the integral of (x, i) over all t on real axis [0, <») is bounded 
by unity, hence the Laplace of p, ^ (x, i) is also convergent. This requires that the stable 
solution of Equation 3.46 should not be divergent. This implies that the coefficients of 



the exponential terms in Equation 3.46 with positive exponents that increase with 
increasing s, will be zero. 

Using the above given procedure the Laplace of probability density of the first 
passage time to congestion is obtained in Chapter 4. The probability density is obtained 
by numerically inverting the Laplace of the probability density function. If 
^(0) = [^o(0) . . ^iy(O)] is the iaitial probability vector giving the probability • 

vector for the modulating chain being in state i at time t=0. Then the probability 
density for the first passage time to imderload state is given by 

Px{t)=7c(Q)p{x,t).e (3.50) 

where e is the unit column matrix. 

In Section 3.3 and 3.4, expressions for probability density function of first 
passage time to congestion and first passage time firom the congested state to 
uncongested state have been obtained. Next the model developed here is applied to a 
multiplexer that alternates switches between the congested and uncongested state, to 
obtain the sojourn times in these states. 

3.5 Sojourn Times 

As discussed earlier, the multiplexer switches between two states. In one state 
the multiplexer is considered to be in uncongested state and other state is overload or 
congested state. From the model of the first passage time developed here, it is observed 
that the sojourn period into the two states depend on the state of the modulating process 
M(t) and the contents of the fluid buffer X(t) at time t-0. Thus it is independent of the 
past states of the statistical multiplexer and the duration spent in the previous state. 

It is assumed that the duration of a coimection constitutes of number of On and 
Off periods. Within the duration of a connection, the fluid multiplexer alternates 
between the overload and imderload states. This is a valid assumption for a multiplexer 
operating under a heavy load situation. The focus of this study is on better utilization of 
multiplexer capacity. 

Let {7j , 72 , ,... } be the random instants when the fluid multiplexer changes 

its state. In this discussion t = T^jis the instant just before the multiplexer changes state. 
Let ) give the state of the modulating process at time and U (r„ ) define 

the state of the fluid multiplexer at the instant of interest. We define a discrete-time 



process (M(r„ ), i7(r„ )). The process (M(r„),C/(7’„)) only depends on the state of the 
process at the epochs of the jump and the sojourn time spent in the previous state. 
Hence the process (M(r„),t/(r„)), can be described by a Semi-Markov Chain. It is 

assumed that the number of connections remain constant within the duration of interest. 
In this section we obtain the steady state probability vector 

^c~[^cO’^cl’ 3^nd the modulating Markov 

Process M(i)at the instants when the multiplexer enters the state of congestion and 
uncongested state respectively. If Xi is the low threshold and Xh is the high threshold, 
then at the instant when the multiplexer goes into congestion, the buffer contents have 
just crossed the high threshold Xh- Hence the probability density for the congestion 
duration is given by P(.{Xjj,t). Here p^{x ,t)is the (N-\-l)x(N+l) matrix for the 

duration of congestion given by the Laplace inversion of Equation 3.46. Let be the 
(N+l)x(N+l) matrix giving one step transition probability matrix for the process 

oo 

Pc = jPc(XH,t)dl (3.51) 

0 

Similarly, let be the {N+l)x(N+l) matrix givmg one step transition 
probability for the multiplexer in the uncongested state. is given by 

oo 

Pu = (3.52) 

0 

where p^ix ,t) is the first passage time to congestion as defined by p{x,f) in Section 
3.2. The two equilibrium probability vectors ^r^and satisfy the following 
relationships 

7t,=7t,PcPu (3-53) 

and 

^u=^uPuPc 

The moment of the sojourn time in the two states of the multiplexer is obtained 
in Section 4.2 from the Laplace transforms of the probability density function for the 
sojourn time in congested and tmcongested state. Let probability density 


function for the congestion duration. Then f^(t) is given by 
fc (0 ~ ^cPc H ’ 


(3.55) 



and it’s Laplace is obtained by using the Laplace of the probability density time for the 
congestion duration as obtained in Section 3.3 


oo 


■fc(s)= //<,(<)■«“"* 

s>Q 

(3.56) 

0 



F,{s) = 7V,.p^{Xh,s) 


(3.57) 


where p^{x,s) is the Laplace transform with respect to the variable t, of the first 

passage time for the contents of the fluid buffer to fall below the low threshold Xl. 

Similarly the density function for the duration of uncongested state is obtained 
as follows 

fu (0 = Pu , t) (3 .58) 

The moment of the duration of uncongested state are computed in Chapter 4 
using the Laplace Transform of the probability density fiinction as obtained in Section 
3.4 

3.6 Summary 

In this chapter, we have studied in detail the model of Fluid Buffer through the 
sojourn time analysis. The backward Chapman-Kolmogrov equation has been used to 
model the first passage problem. The resulting expressions provide the necessary 
description of the dynamics of overload and underload duration in a statistical 
multiplexer. A solution for the probability density function for overload and underload 
periods of the multiplexer have been obtained in Laplace domain in terms of constant 
coefficients. These constant coefficients are solved in Chapter 4 using boundary 
conditions and properties of eigenvalues defined in this Chapter. 



Chapter 4 


Sojourn Time Computation 


The model for obtaining the sojourn time density of the Fluid Flow Model for 
ATM Multiplexer using the backward Chapman-Kohnogrov equation has been 
discussed in the previous chapter. The solution obtained needs to be solved for the 
constant coefficients in Equation 3,16 and Equation 3.46 using the boundary conditions 
given in the Section 3.3 and Section 3.4. The explicit expressions for these constant 
coefficients have been obtained in terms of eigenvalues and eigenvectors of the key 
matrix D~\sl - M ) . The expressions thereby derived are used to obtain the moments 
of the overload and underload periods for a simple two-state source. Comparing with 
those obtained from simulation validates these results. This chapter describes the 
procedure used for computing the results by applying the expressions derived in the 
previous Chapter. The Chapter also discusses the simulation approach used to validate 
these results. 

The solution for the overload period density distribution has been obtained in 
Section 4.1 by solving for the constant matrix A(s) in Equation 3.46 using the boundary 
conditions given in Section 3.4. It also uses the boimdary conditions in Section 3.3.2 to 
obtain the density function for imderload period. In Section 4.2 the expressions for 
overload and xmderload periods are obtained for a generic two state MMRP. Such a 
two-state MMRP is used to approximate the superposed traffic from N On-Off sources 
[BAI91] [HEF86]. The numerical results in this thesis have been validated using 
simulator designed for the fluid flow model. The simulator is discussed in Section 4.3 
and the Numerical and Simulation results are given in 4.4. 

4.1 Constant Matrix in Sojourn Time Solution 

In this Section, the solution for the probability density of sojourn times into 
overload and underload duration has been obtained. The probability density for first 
passage time to congestion has been given in Equation 3.16 by 

p(x,s) = 


(4.1) 



4.1.1 First Passage Time to Congestion 

As discussed earlier, the eigenvalue matrix z(s) has [_C/i?J+l negative eigenvalues 
and A — l_C/i?J positive eigenvalues. The constant matrix A(s) in Equation 4.1 is now 

obtained by applying the boimdary conditions. Segregating the eigenvalues into 
negative and positive eigenvalues, the negative eigenvalues are indexed from 0 to 
LC/i?J. The positive eigenvalues are indexed from [C/ijJ+l to N. Let B(s) be a 
constant matrix given by 

B(s) = V~\s)D-^Lh (4.2) 


Let the matrices p(x, s ) , z(s), V(s), A(s) and B(s) be partitioned into four aroimd 
the index |_C/i2j. 


Pl(x,s) P2(x,s) 
Pi(x,s) P4(x,s) 


where Pi(x,s), P2(x,s), P3(x,s) 3nA.P4(x,s) are as given below; 


Pl(x,j) = 


Poo{x,s) 


P0,Lc/i?j(^’'5) 


PLc//fJ,o(^>'^) 


P2ix,s) = 


Po,[C/Rj+Ms) 


po,n(^>s) 

pi,n(x,s) 




Pi(x,s) = 


P\c I 

PlC I Rj+2,o(^’^) 


P\CIR\+\,\CIR\i.^>^) 


(4.3) 


(4.4) 


(4.5) 




pn,\cir\^^^^) 


(4.6) 



P4(^,-s) = 


/^Lc/i?j+i,Lc/i?j+i(^,^) - 

•• •• PlC/R}+l,Nix,sy 

PlC / R\+2,lc / Rj+l(x,s) .. 

•• •• PlCI R}+2 ,n(^^^) 

7’A^,Lc/.?fJ+l(^>‘S) 

.. .. p^^j^(x,s) 


Similarly, other matrices are also partitioned and are defined as 


qZ(s)x _ 


0 


0 

e^BX 


(4.7) 


(4.8) 


Here za is diagonal matrix containing negative eigenvalues and zb consists of all the 
positive eigenvalues. 


V(s) = 


Fi(5) 

V^(s) 


Vlis) 

V4(s\ 


(4.9) 


Aiis) 




4(^) 


Aiis) 

A4(s) 


(4.10) 


B(s) = 


Bi(s) 

B^is) 


Biis) 

B4is), 


(4.11) 


From the assumption of linear independence of eigenvectors and the fact that the 
eigenvalues are distinct, the matrices V(s), W(s) and z(s) are all non-singular and satisfy 
the following relationship 

ir(5)F(^) = / (4.12) 


Hence B(s) is given by 



woo(‘y) •• 

•• ■'^07/ (‘^) 

doo 

0 

0 

0 

'0 

0 

0 

o' 

B(s) = 

.. 

.. 

0 

dll 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


.Wiyo(‘y) •• 

.. W^(s)_ 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

1 


(4.13) 

Using the above definitions the matrix Bi(s), B 2 (s) , B 3 (s) and B 4 (s) are written as 
B,{s) = B,{s) = () 


(4.14) 



wo,[c/j?J+i/4c/i?J+i,Lc/i?J+i - ^ o ^ n/^nn 

B2{s) = 

_'^^c/i?J,[c/;?J+i/<=^[c/ifJ+i,Lc/i?J+i •• r\,n / B jsu^ ^ 

(4.15) 

^c/j?J+i,Lc/ifJ+i/<^Lc/iiJ+i,Lc/.Rj+i •• r \+\, n ^ 

B4i.s) = 

(4.16) 

Applying the above definitions to Equation 4.1, and ignoring the dependence on s from 
Vi, A„ Bi etc., the following expressions are obtained for Pi(x,s), P 2 (x,s), P 3 (x,s) and 
P 4 (x,s). 

Px{x,s) = +F 2 C^'®^A 3 

(4.17) 

P2ix,s) = V^e^^^''^A2 -V2e^s^^~^»^B4 

(4.18) 

P3(x,5) = F 3 e ^^(^)4 +F4e^5^A3 

(4.19) 

P4(x,s) = V2e^^^''^A2 +V4e^B^A4. - 736 ^^ 

(4.20) 

Boundary Conditions. By definition of first passage time to congestion it is clear that 
there is no possibility of the fluid buffer crossing the high threshold if the state of the 
modulating source j at time t is such that the net drift is negative. Therefore Pj(x,s), and 
P 3 (x,s) are identically zero for all values of initial fluid buffer contents x < Xjj . Hence 
applying the boundary condition of Equation 3.37 to Equation 4.17 and Eqimtion 4.19, 
the constant matrix A 1 and ^5 are obtained as: 

=0 

:.Ai=e~^^^H (4.21) 

V2e''B^A2 -V2e^^^^~^^^B3 =0 
/.As =e~^BXHB2 


(4.22) 



In order to obtain A2 and A4, the boundary condition for x = is applied. If 
the fluid buffer contents at time t =0 is Xh and the phase of the modulating process is 
such that the input flow is more than the link output capacity then the fluid contents 
will cross the high threshold at time t = At with probability 1. 

Hence 


PAi.XH,s) = I (4.23) 

A 2 + V 4 e^BXH - V 4 B 4 = I (4.24) 

Boimdary condition at x = 0 gives the second equation in constant matrices A 2 

s!aAA4. 


BP3(0>s) 

dx 


(4.25) 


ViZaAi + V 4 ZSA 4 - ViZAe~^'^^^ B 2 - V 4 ZBe~^BXH 5^=0 (4.26) 

Using Equation 4.24 and Equation 4.26 the following expressions for A 2 and A 4 are 
obtained: 

A 2 z2\-'V22b\'' 

(4.27) 

(4.28) 

Replacing the second term in Equation 4.28 by the following approximation 


¥46^^^^ z2^Vi~^V2Zb --¥46^^^!^ 

the matrices Pi(x,s), P 2 (x,s), P 3 (x,s) and P 4 (x,s) are given by 

Pl(x,s) = 0 (4.29) 

P 2 ix,s) = ¥ 2 e^^^''~^^^ ¥ 4 ^ (4.30) 

P3(x,5) = 0 (4.31) 

/>4(x,^) = ¥ 4 e^B(.^~^H)v 4 ^ _ ¥^e^^^.z-2¥i%ZBe~^^^« ¥ 4 ^ (4.32) 


If ;r(0) = [^Q(0) . . ;^A7(0)] is the initial probability vector giving the 

probability that the modulating chain was in state i at time t- 0 , is given, then the 
Laplace transform of the probability density for the first passage time to congestion is 
given by 



Px(^) = ^(0)p(x,s).e (4.33) 

The underload state begins when the fluid buffer contents are at level x = Xi . 
Py defined in Equation 3.52 is then given by 

Pu=p(Xl>0) 

This gives the complete solution for first passage time to congestion. The 
solution for first passage time in overload duration is obtained next. 


4.1.2 First Passage Time to Underload State 

The expression for the sojourn period into congestion is given in Section 3.4 by 
equation (3.46) 

p(x, s) = V(s)e^^^^^A(s) - ^ (5)r>“^ (4.34) 


Once again the matrices p(x,s), z(s), V(s), A(sJ and BfsJ are partitioned in the 
same manner as defined for the first passage time to congestion. Rests of the matrices 
remain same as defined in Equation 4.3-Equation 4.1 1. The definition of BfsJ changes 
to 


B(s) = V-\s)D-^Li (4.35) 

As the left and right eigenvalues FfsJ and W^fsJ satisfy Equation 4.12, B(s) is 
given as: 

1 0 0 O' 

0 10 0 
.. .. 0 .. 

0 0 0 0 _ 

(4.36) 

Using the above definitions the matrix BjfsJ, B 2 (s) , Bsfs) and B 4 (s) are written as 

52(5) = R4(^) = 0 (4.37) 



Woo ( 5 ) •• 

.. Woiy(5) 

<^00 

0 

0 

0 

B{s) = 

.. 

.. 

0 

dffi 

0 

0 


_Wjvo(5) .. 

.. W^(5)_ 

0 

0 

0 dj^_ 


5i(5) = 


^ 0,0 




! R\/ d\C ! R\\C ! R\ 

^Lc / i?J,Lc / ! <^\c / i? J,Lc / _ 


(4.38) 



B3(s) = 


li.C/i?J+l, 0/^00 •• \CIR\+\lciR\ld[ciR\\CIR\ 

■^7V,0/^00 ^N,\CI r\I d[ci R\\CI R\ 

(4.39) 

Applying the above definitions to Equation 4.34 gives the following equations 
for Pi(x,s), P 2 (x,s), P 3 (x,s) and P 4 (x,s) that are similar to Equation 4.17- Equation 4.20. 

Pl(x,^) = +F2e^^^.43 l) (440) 

P 2 i.x,s) = (4.41) 

P3(x,5) = V2e^^^Ai+V4e^^^A2 l) b^ (4.42) 

P4(x, 5) = F3e^-^''^2 +V4e^B^A4-V2e^^^^~^L'^B2 B 4 (4.43) 

Boundary Conditions. The solutions density function for first passage time to 
imderload state for finite buffer case will be different firom that for infinite buffer case. 
The solution is first obtained for multiplexer with infinite size fluid buffer. In the case 
of first passage time to underload state, the initial buffer contents are higher than the 
low threshold, hence the solution will only have terms corresponding to negative 
eigenvalues. The coefficients of the terms corresponding to positive eigenvalues will be 
zero. This is to satisfy the stability condition. 

Hence letting the terms corresponding to eigenvalues in in Equation 4.40 - Equation 
4.43 go to zero, gives the following solution for ^5 and 


r 2 e ^^^^3 =0 (4.45) 

A'i=e~^BXLB^ (4.46) 

Similarly 

A^^b-^bXlb^ (4.47) 

P 2 (x,s), and P 4 (x,s) are zero as the buffer contents will not fall if the state of the 

modulating process at time t results in inflow being greater than the link capacity. 

^^-^l^B 2 = 0 (4.48) 

A 2 =e~^^^^B 2 (4.49) 


A] is obtained by applying the boundary condition atx = A'£,. Pi(x,s) and P 3 (x,s), 
corresponds to the state of the modulating process at time t being such that inflow is 



less than the outflow. This if at time t=0 the buffer contents are at low threshold level 


than 

Pl(X 2 :,^) = / (4.50) 

Using Equation 4.50 in Equation 4.40 A i is obtained as 

+ (4.51) 

Thus the matrices Pi(x,s), P2(x,s), Pi(x,s) andP^(x, 5 j are given by 

Pi {x,s) = > .Ff ^ (4.52) 

P 2 (x,s) = 0 (4.53) 

P 3 (x, s) = 736 ^^ Vf ^ (4.54) 


P 4 (x,.y) = 0 (4.55) 

For multiplexer with finite fluid buffer of size Xb, the boundary conditions 
given in Section 3.4 are applied to obtain the density for first passage time to underload 
state. The constant coefficients A2 and A4 are obtained by applying the boundary 
condition that the fluid multiplexer cannot come out of congestion at the instant when 
the input flow is higher than the output flow. Applying the boundary condition of 
Equation 3.48 gives the following expressions for A2 and A4. 

Fie^^''A2 =0 

A2=e~^^^^B2 (4.56) 

A4=e~^BXLB^ (4.57) 

The constant matrix A 1 and As are obtained by appl 3 nng the boundary conditions 
at two boimdaries x = Xi and x = Xg . The boundary condition at x = Xj^ satisfies 
Equation 4.50. This leads to 

Ai + V2e^B^^ 4 - Ei^i - F2^3 = ^ (4-58) 

and 


Ai +V4ZBe^^^^ A3 

-F4Z5e^'8(^a-^L)53 =0 


(4.59) 


A=lFie^^^^ -F2e~^^^^^~^^\zB^F4%zje^^^^ Y +e~^^^^Bi 


(4.60) 



(4.61) 


A2=e B^-e V" . 

Since 

Vie^A^l -F2e"^'S(^5-^l)_2-lf;--y^^^gZ^Zs ^4g2) 

The components of the probability density matrix p(x, s) are given by 
Pl(x,5) = 

(4.63) 

P2ix,s) = 0 (4.64) 

P3 (x, s) = (^-^L)y-i _ y^e^B (^-^b ) Vf ^ 

(4.65) 

P4(x,5) = 0 (4.66) 

Equation 4.63 clearly shows the dependence of probability density function of first 
passage time to underload state, on the buffer size. As Xb tends to infinity. Equations 
4.63-4.66 take the form of Equations 4.52-4.55. 

Using the initial vector ;r(0) = [;7o (0) • - ^Af(O)] for the state of the 
modulating process, Laplace transform of the probability density for the first passage 
time to underload state is given by 

Px (s) = ^(0) p(x, s).e (4.67) 

4.2 Multiplexer with Two State MMRP Source 

In this section the expressions for the Laplace Transform for the first passage 
times have been obtained for a multiplexer fed with two state source. This two-state 
source with two different flow rates in each state has been used to model the 
approximate traffic from superposition of iV On-Off type sources [BAI91]. An On-Off 
source is a special case of this generic two-state MMRP source. In state 0, the source 
generates fluid at rate ro and La state 1 at rate ri. This source feeds a multiplexer with 
mfinite buffer and output Imk capacity C. It is assumed that Tq < C < rj . 


(4.68) 


For such a generic two state source defined by Markov Modulated Rate Process, 
the modulating chain is given by the infinitesimal generator 

. ft -ft_ 

And the drift matrix is given by 

-C 0 
0 ri-C_ 

The probability density function for the first passage time to reach the state of 
congestion is given by Equation 4.34 and may be written as 


D = 


(4.69) 






11 


|_VjQe ° aQQ +Vj^e ^ ajQ VjQ^ Oqi + ^ rijj 


,ZiJC 


ZqX 




0 

0 


^00^ 




01* 




11 


'1 


c 


Voi + Vi >h;i 1 




c 


(4.70) 


where 


^0 


(4.71) 


^1 = 


_ ■yCn - ^0 ) + Mn -Q- M(ro - c) 

2(ro-C)(ri-C) 

V is(n - ^0 ) + Mn -C)-ju(ro-C)f -4s(s+m + ^)(ro - C)(ri - C) 

2(ro-C)(n-C) 

s(n - rp ) + Mn - Q - - Q 

2(ro-C)(n-C) 

^ ^j (s(ri - rp ) + X{ri - C) - /i(ro - C))^ - 4^(5 + /t + i,)(ro - C)(ri - C) 

2{rQ-C)(ri-C) 

(4.72) 

Here zo is the negative eigenvalue and 2 ; is the positive eigenvalue. Let there be two 

constants a(s) and fi(s) defined as 

, . 5(ri - rp ) + X{ri - C) - //(rp - C) 

2(ro-C)(ri-C) 


(4.73) 


Pis) = V ~ ^0 ) + - Q - J^jrQ -C)f- 4s(s + /I + X)(rQ - Qjr^ - C) 

2(ro-C)(ri-C) 


(4.74) 


This gives 

Zq = a-p 

Zi=a + p 


The right and left eigenvectors F(sJ and JVfsJ are given by 


F = 


1 


s + A 

ro-C 


-icc-p) 


(rp-C) 

A 


1 


s + A 

--(a+P) 

rp-C 


jrp-C) 

A 


(4.75) 

(4.76) 



S ~h A 

— --fa+PJ 
ro-C 


s + A 

ro-C 


-(a-p) 


-1 

1 


0 -inpiri-C) 
0 inpiri-C) 


(4.77) 


(4.78) 


Applying the boundary conditions described in Section 4.1, the constants are 
obtained using Equations 4.21, 4.22, 4.27, 4.28 as follows: 

aoo=0 (4.79) 

/(rj -Q-voiz^e ^i^pvppvn) (4.80) 

ajo=0 (4.81) 

ai 1 = — (4.82) 

n-c vii 


This gives 

Multiplexer enters the unloaded state when the fluid buffer contents fall below 
the low threshold. Thus at time t=0, the fluid buffer contents are at low threshold level 
x = Xi and the state of the Markov Process is state 0. Thus the Laplace of the 
probability density for unloaded period is given as 



(4.83) 


Pu(^) 


IPJ?! e~^iXH+^oXi Vqi - 2 ,(X„-Xr ) 


^11^0 vjj 

Similarly the density distribution for congestion duration is obtained. 
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Applying the boundary conditions for the first passage time to imderload state as given 
in Section 4.1.2, the constant coefficients are obtained using Equations 4.46, 4.47, 4.49, 
and 4.51, as follows: 
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The initial state of the modulating process at the instant when multiplexer 
entered the congestion, was 1 and the contents of the fluid buffer were at level 
X = Xjj . Thus the Laplace of the probability density for overload period is given as 

p (s)=^e^AXH-XL) (4.89) 

"" VQO 

Similarly the Laplace transform of probability density for the congestion duration for 
the multiplexer with finite size fluid buffer can be obtained using Equations 4.63-4.66. 
The moments of congestion duration and underload period are obtained by taking the 
derivative of their probability density function with respect to Laplace parameter s and 
taking the limi t ^ 0. The numerical calculations are given in Section 4.4. These are 

compared with the simulation results. The simulator used for this purpose is discussed 


next. 



4.3 The Simulator 


Discrete event simulation is a common technique for perfo rmin g simulation of 
computer networks [AYA95] [EDW92] [AHL95] [DAL91]. It concerns the modeling 
of a system as it evolves over time, by a representation in which the state variables 
change instantaneously at separate points in time. These points are the ones at which 
events occur. An event is defined as an instantaneous occurrence that may change the 
state of the system. 

In queuing system, the arrival and departure of customers or packets are the 
events of interest. In the realm of B-ISDN technology, there is a need to model systems 
with very large packet/cell rates. Most of the real time sources can be modeled as 
bursty sources, constant rate sources, or variable rate sources [FR094]. The important 
aspect here is that the rate remains constant for some duration vmtil the source changes 
state. 

A simulator based on purely discrete even simulation will use arrival and 
departures of cells/packets as events of interest. Large numbers of cells/packets are 
transmitted in each burst. This requires long simulation time to get meaningful 
estimates of variables of concern. Simulations using the instants of change of state of 
the source, as event of interest, will lose the cell level statistics. 

The Fast Simulator [MUD97] described here uses discrete simulation and 
analysis where discrete events are instants when change in traffic occurs. In between 
the discrete events, the continuous variable like queue-size is governed by differential 
equations based on flow model. Such a simulator will require less memory space as an 
actual queue does not have to be kept in the form of linked list, as would be done in the 
case of discrete even simulator. Queue size for this simulator will be just a variable. 

The Fast Simulator had been developed keeping in mind the simulation of ATM 
networks based on virtual circuits and virtual paths. With some additional 
progr amming , the simulator can be used for other classes of telecommumcation 
networks. 

4.3.1 Simulation Technique 

Simulation technique used in Fast Simulator is a combination of discrete event 
simulation and flow analysis. State variables are divided into discretely changing and 
continuously changing category. Three fundamental t5q3es of interactions occur 


between discretely changing and continuously changing state variables [PRJ86] 
[Law91] 

• A discrete event may cause a discrete change in the value of a continuous state 
variable 

• A discrete event may cause the relationship governing a continuous state 
variable to change at a particular time. 

• A continuous state variable achieving a threshold value may cause a discrete 
event to occur or to be scheduled. 

In the proposed Fast Simulation technique, queue-size at a node is a continuous 
state variable. The following discrete events result in the change of state in a node 
leading to change in dynamics governing the continuous state variable queue size. 

• State change of a traffic source 

• Change in the input traffic rate at a queue 

• Change in the output traffic rate at a node 

• Queue size reaching a threshold or a boundary 

• Control signal sent by one node to another etc. 

4.3.2 Basic Model 

An ATM network can be modeled as interconnection of switches and 
multiplexers with virtual circuits routed through them Figure 4.1. A NODE and a 
TRAFFIC SOURCE are the two basic elements built into the simulator. 


SOURCE L 



MULTIPLEXOR 



SINK 


SOURCE 2 

Figure 4.1 An ATM Multiplexer Model 


NODE: In this simulator basic element is a NODE with one or more queues, 
served by a single unidirectional link of Capacity C. Node acts like a multiplexer 



switch, multiplexing the incoming virtual circuits and switching them to respective 
output ports for down stream nodes Figure 4.2. A Virtual Circuit starts from a 
SOURCE node and ends at a SINK node passing through one or more intermediate 
nodes. 



Figure 4.2 Simulator Node Element 

Discrete events for each node are changes in input rate on a virtual circuit to the 
node and control signal to the node. Queue-size is a continuous state variable whose 
rate of change is described by the differential equation: 
d 

— queue _size = R_in-R_ out (4. 99) 

where R_in and R_out of a queue are aggregate input and output rates respectively. 

The events concerned with queue-size reaching a threshold is what [PRI86] 
calls a state event. Unlike discrete events, state events are not scheduled but occur when 
a continuous state variable crosses a threshold. 

TRAFFIC SOURCE: Virtual circuit traffic source is assumed to be a variable 
rate source with instants of change of rate being governed by some user defined 
Markovian/ NonMarkovian distribution. These instants can also be read firom a data 
file. In the example used for comparison in Section 4.3.3, the traffic source has been 
described as superposition of N On-Off type sources with exponentially distributed On 
and Off periods. 

4.3.3 Simulator Features 

The present version of Fast simulator has been implemented in C Language in 


Unix/Linux environment. 




DESIGN DETAILS 

The Simulator takes as input a network of nodes, virtual circuits with traffic 
source definitions and paths. Call Admission Control (CAC) procedure can be run on 
every NODE on the path of a virtual circuit before adding a virtual circuit to the 
network. Once a network has been defined along with virtual circuits, any node in the 
network can be loaded to desired factor by using AUTO_LOAD procedure. 
AUTO_LOAD adds virtual circuits on a specified node so that the node is loaded to the 
desired factor. This is done without disturbing the existing virtual circuits and other 
nodes. This can be used to obtain performance parameters imder different load 
conditions. 

As the simulation proceeds, simulation clock is advanced based on next-event 
time advance mechanism. The simulator manages a central list of events. This list 
contains a pointer to head-of-list event of each node, in the order of time of maturity. 
When an event corresponding to a node matures, the next event in the node's event list 
is inserted in the central list of events. The distributed management of event lists 
reduces the computer time used in inserting an event in the order of maturity of time. 

When an event corresponding to a node is scheduled, it refreshes the value of 
continuous state variables by solving the differential equations based on fluid flow 
model for these variables. The initial state is taken, as that of the last event time and the 
time increment is the interval between the occurrence of two events for that node. 

A brief description of action taken on different events is as follows: 

• SOURCE_RATE_CHANGE event changes the traffic rate at the source 
node of a virtual circuit. It also creates an event for the next due instant of 
state change. The next due instant of state change of a source is decided 
based on source definition provided by user or available in library. For 
generating random distributions, each source is assigned one or more 
independent stream of random numbers. 

• INPUT_RATE_CHANGE event at a node changes the input rates of the 
virtual circuits based on the information passed by the upstream nodes. It 
then invokes BANDWIDTH_MANAGER to reallocate the output link 
bandwidth between different virtual circuits. 

• OUTPUT_RATE_CHANGE event at a node invokes 

BANDWIDTH_MANAGER to change the output rates of virtual circuits 



and insert INPUT_RATE_CHANGE event in downstream nodes' event 
lists. BANDWIDTH_MANAGER then invokes BIJFFER_MANAGER 
which evaluates the instant at which queue size will reach one of the user 
defined thresholds, and inserts a BUFFER_CONTROL event in the node 
event list. This time is evaluated based on equation for queue size. 

• BUFFER_CONTROL event at a node invokes BUFFER_MANAGER, 
which in turn invokes predefined procedures for predefined thresholds, or 
user defined procedures for thresholds defined by user. 

• NODE_CONTROL event for a node is generated by upstream or 
downstream nodes and is used to run a control protocol as defined by the 
user. 

To implement different strategies for bandwidth management, buffer sharing 
and feedback controls, small code in C language need to be added to the existing 
procedures. 

STATISTICS COLLECTION 

STATISTICS_MANAGER initialises and manages the statistics needed by the 
user. At the end of a simulation run, the estimates are printed in file RESULTS. 
STATISTICS_MANAGER collects statistics for each node, statistics of each virtual 
circuit at each node on it's path, and end to end statistics of virtual circuits. First and 
Second moments of input rate, output rate, queue size probability density, delay, loss 
periods etc at a node, input rate, output rate, delay, loss probability of a virtual circuit at 
a node and end to end parameters are saved by STATISTICS_]VLANAGER, along with 
confidence interval based on t-distribution. 

RANDOM NUMBER GENERATOR 

Random Number generator uses different seeds for each random variable thus 
reducing the possibility of correlation between different sequences. Continuous random 
variates like Uniform, Exponential, m-Erlang, Gamma, Normal etc., can be used for 
defining a source. 

4.3.4 Fast Simulator Va I idation 

For performance comparison, a single multiplexer was modeled and simulated 
on a simulator based on purely Discrete Event simulation (D-SIM) and the one 
proposed here (FAST). Two sources, each a superposition of ON-OFF sources with 
exponentially distributed on and off periods and peak rate R, sent traffic into a 


multiplexer with buffer size of 6000 cells and Link Capacity of 1,500,000 cells/s Table 
4.1. 



Source 1 

Source 2 

No. of On-Off Sources 

130 

120 

On Period in sec. 

0.1 

0.1 

Off Period in sec. 

0.4 

0.9 

Peak Rate in cells/s 

25000 

25000 


Table 4.1 Source Characteristics 


Simulation Run Time 

Computer Time Used 

DSIM FAST 

Gain 

Is 

29s 

0.65s 

45 

10s 

331s 

7s 

47 

20s 

646s 

13s 

49 

50s 

1499s 

29s 

50 

100s 

2722s 

54s 

50 


Table 4.2 Computer Time Used 


Variable 

Simulation Results 


D-SBM 

FAST 

Throughput 

0.78 

0.78 

Loss Probability 

0.00044 

0.00044 

Average Delay 

49.5 |is 

50 |is 

Maximum Delay 

0.004 s 

0.004 s 


Table 4.3 Simulation Results 

Table 4.2 gives the computer time taken for different lengths of simulation run for the 
two simulators. Machine used for simulation was digital DEC 3000 workstation. Some 
of the statistics obtained for the multiplexer node using two simulators is given in Table 
4.3 . Queue size probability density curve obtained from the two sunulators matched. In 





Table 4.3, there is a mismatch of average delay parameter. This mismatch is attributed 
to the discrete nature of queue size increment in Discrete simulator and continuous 
increase in queue size in case of Fast Simulator. By reducing the mean ON period, it 
was observed that performance gain reduced as the mean ON period got closer to cell 
transmission time. 

One limitation of the Fast Simulator is that moments of end to end delay 
parameter cannot be obtained since tagging of mdividual cells is not possible. Cell to 
cell variation of delay jitter also cannot be obtained for the same reason. However it is 
adequate for most of the parameters of our interest. 

4.4 Numerical Results 

In this section the numerical results are obtained for validating the sojourn-time 
model developed in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4. The mean sojourn periods in the 
congested and uncongested state are computed and compared with the results obtained 
using the fast simulator described in Section 4.3. 



X High Threshold 


Figure 4.3 Mean Congestion Duration Vs High Threshold (Xl constant) 



An example of a fluid multiplexer fed with 50 On-Off sources with 
exponentially distributed ON and Off periods has been considered. The mean On 
period is 100 ms and mean off period is 200 ms. In the On state each source generates 
traffic at the rate of 4 Mbps. No traffic is generated in the off state. The multiplexer is 
finite buffered with buffer size of 3.0 Mbits. The Numerical results illustrate how the 
mean congestion duration varies with the change in threshold values and the link 
capacity C. Link bandwidth of 85 Mbps is used for simulation and numerical results. 
For the computation purpose, the superposition of sources was approximated as two 
state MMRP. The approach used for this is described m Appendix 4. 



Figure 4.4 Mean Underload Period vs High Threshold 

In first example, high threshold is varied keeping the low threshold at 1 Mbits. 
In Figure 4.1, mean congestion duration in sec is plotted against the high threshold in 
Mbits. As high threshold increases it is observed that the mean congestion duration 
increases lin early with the increase in high threshold. The computed results closely 
match with those obtained firom simulation. Result show that computed mean is lower 
t han that obtained fi-om simulation. A possible reason for this is two-state 



approximation used. Two state approximation results in more frequent rate change in 
the input as compared with the superposed arrival from N sources. 

The mean underload period is plotted against high threshold in Figure 4.4. With 
increase in high threshold, the mean duration in underload state also increases. It is 
observed that the mean underload period shows exponential increase with increase in 
High Threshold. This is because of the terms corresponding to positive eigenvalues in 
the expression for probability density of sojourn time in underload state (Equation 
4.83). The computed results are similar to those obtained from simulation. 



Figurs 4.5 Mean Congestion Duration with Increase in High and Low Thresholds 

Next we observe the behavior of the sojourn times as both high and low 
thresholds are varied keeping their difference constant. The difference between high 
threshold and low threshold is kept constant at 1 Mbits. The plot in Figure 4.5 shows 
the variation in congestion duration with change in high and low thresholds keeping the 
difference constant. While computed result using Equation 4.89 shows that the mean 
congestion duration remains constant, the simulation shows a drastic fall in the mean 



congestion duration as high threshold gets closer to the buffer capacity of the 
multiplexer. This is because of use of finite sized buffer (3 Mbits) in simulation. 



Figure 4.6 Mean Underload Period with increase in EQgh and Low Thresholds 

The sojourn time in uncongested state for the case where the difference between 
high and low threshold is maintained constant is plotted in Figure 4.6. Mean sojourn 
time in underload state shows exponential dependence on high and low thresholds. 
Comparing the two curves of Figure 4.4 and Figure 4.6 it is observed that the mean 
sojourn time in imderload state shows slightly higher increase as both low and high 
thresholds are increased simultaneously in comparison where only high threshold is 
increased. This is an interesting observation. Otherwise the two curves of Figure 4.4 
and Figure 4.6 are almost the same. 

The impact of change in low threshold is shown next. The high threshold is kept 
fixed at 1.5 Mbits while low threshold is varied Figure 4.7 and Figure 4.8. Increase in 
low threshold reduces the mean congestion duration almost linearly Figure 4.7 while 
increasing the mean underload period in an exponential manner Figure 4.8. 


Mean 






4.5 Summary 

In this chapter the procedure for computing the mean sojourn periods has been 
shown along with the results using the numerical computation and simulation. The 
simulator developed for simulations has been described comparing the results obtained 
from the fluid flow simulator with those obtained from discrete event simulator. 
Superposed traffic from N On-Off sources is approximated by two-state MMRP and the 
mean congestion and underload duration have been obtained to show the behaviour of 
sojourn time with variation in high and low threshold. The results match with those 
obtained from simulation. The procedure and model for the sojourn period density 
obtained in this chapter is used in the next chapter to model and study the behavior of 
sojourn periods of the multiplexer with feedback controlled sources. 


Chapter 5 


Feedback Controlled Source Model 

In this Chapter performance of a statistical multiplexer with feedback controlled 
sources is analyzed using the approach developed in Chapter 3 and 4. The multiplexer 
alternates between overload and underload states. While in the model used in Chapter 3 
there was no control applied to the fluid sources, in the model used in this Chapter, the 
input to the multiplexer is deterministically regulated when the multiplexer is in 
congested state. In this model when a multiplexer enters the overload state, it sends an 
explicit feedback to the sources to reduce fbeir rate. The sources reduce their output to a 
lower rate that is predetermined based on negotiations at call setup time. This rate may 
be same as guaranteed bandwidth for each connection. A source can regulate its output 
in two ways. One is by discarding the excess cells/packets in order to maintain the 
lower rate. Other option is of using source buffer to smoothen the burstiness in the 
traffic. While in the first case the modulating process retains its original characteristic, 
in the second case the characteristic of the modulating process is changed. The change 
in flow of fluid input changes the sojourn times into overload and underload states. The 
model defined in this Chapter is used to study the performance and effectiveness of 
binary feedback in reducing the duration for which a multiplexer remains in congestion. 
We also study the effect of propagation delay, regulated flow rate and source buffer on 
the performance of feedback mechanism. 

In this Chapter the congestion duration and underload periods are modeled for 
feedback controlled sources. Section 5.1 discusses the Model used. Section 5.2 obtains 
solution for the case where controlled sources do not have source buffer. Model with 
source buffer is dealt with in Section 5.3. The effect of non-negligible propagation 
delay is studied in Section 5.4. The performance is studied using Numerical Examples 
in Section 5.5. 

5.1 The Model 

The statistical multiplexer is modeled as a fluid buffer with constant rate output. 
The multiplexer is fed by N On-Off sources with exponentially distributed On and Off 


periods. At any instant a multiplexer is considered ia either of the two states, congested 
(overload state) or uncongested state (underload state). The overload state and 
underload state have been defined earlier in Section 3.1. On entering mto congestion a 
multiplexer sends explicit binary feedback to the sources forcing the sources to control 
the source output. The binary feedback is also sent when multiplexer changes state 
from overload state to underload state. When a multiplexer enters the rmderload state, it 
sends feedback to all sources which results in removal of control on source output rate. 
This feedback allows the sources to transmit at their peak rates. This model is further 
extended to incorporate non-negligible feedback propagation delay. The signal from 
multiplexer reaches a source after propagation delay of dt Based on this signal, the 
source changes it’s output rate. This change of rate by the source is observed in the 
arrival process at the multiplexer after another propagation delay of df. Thus the 
combined round trip delay between the instance when feedback signal is generated and 
the instance when changes due to the signal are observed in the arrival process at the 
multiplexer input is dt. 

dt=df+dj, (5-1) 

The different variations of the feedback model have different applications in the 
context of ATM. Three variations of this model are being analysed to observe the 
performance of these when various parameters are changed. The performance measures 
under consideration are the mean overload and underload duration. First model that is 
being considered in this chapter is of feedback controlled On-Off Sources with two 
possible rates. When multiplexer is in uncongested state, fluid sources generate traffic 
at peak rate in their On periods. The source output is said to be in uncontrolled state. 
When the multiplexer enters the state of congestion, it sends a signal to the source and 
source immediately lowers the traffic rate. The propagation delay is assumed to be 
negligible. Such a model typically fits into an adaptive traffic regulator at the input of 
an ATM multiplexer. Such a traffic regulator discards all the tagged cells and only 
allows the cells that are not tagged to pass through to the multiplexer. Leaky bucket 
mechanisms being a special case to which this model is applicable. 

In second model, each On-Off source has an associated source buffer. When the 
multiplexer is in underload state, the traffic flows out of this source buffer at a peak rate 
R. On entering overload state, the multiplexer sends congestion feedback signal to each 
source. The output of the source buffer enters the controlled or regulated state on 



receiving this signal. The flow from the source buffer is reduced to controlled rate Rj . 
Once again the propagation delay between the statistical multiplexer and the source is 
assumed to be negligible. This model is applicable to traffic shaper at the input of a 
statistical multiplexer in the ATM network. It is also applicable to the sources with 
traffic smoothening buffer at the edge of the network. 

Third model is similar to the second one except that the propagation delay is no 
longer negligible. For the simplicity of analysis this round trip delay has been assumed 
to be constant for all sources. This model is applicable for modeling back-pressure 
mechanism with the source representing an upstream node whose output is regulated 
based on the state of the downstream multiplexer. Though there is a feedback 
mechanism which links the two nodes (source and multiplexer), this mechanism comes 
into the category of loosely coupled system, as there is no continuous regulation of 
traffic by the statistical multiplexer. Regulation only comes into play when the 
multiplexer under study enters into congestion. Though the first two models are only 
special cases of this model, they are being discussed separately so as not to miss the 
salient points of these models in the complexity of the more generic third model. The 
governing equations for the sojourn time into overload and underload states for the 
generic third model is derived from that of more simpler first two models. 

Multiplexer with feedback controlled sources with source buffers and non- 
negligible feedback propagation delay would form a good model to represent the two- 
cascaded nodes in the network with backpressure mechanism of flow control. It only 
requires modeling the output of the statistical multiplexer to be varying with some kind 
of two state modulating process. In this work the output of the statistical multiplexer 
has been assumed to be deterministic with constant rate C. hi all the cases the feedback 
mechanism is considered to be simple binary feedback. 

5.2 Multiplexer with Controlled Sources 

A typical regulator at the input of an ATM switch/multiplexer is being modeled 
here. There is no propagation delay between the multiplexer and the regulator. The 
flow regulator feeds On-Off traffic to the statistical multiplexer at the peak rate R when 
the multiplexer is in underload state. When the multiplexer is in overload state, the 
input flow to the multiplexer is reduced. The regulator regulates the input flow to the 
multiplexer to reduced rate Rj and discards the additional fluid. There is one regulator 
for each Virtual Circuit or Virtual Path that passes through the ATM multiplexer. This 




The statistical multiplexer of Figure 5.1 is fed by N homogeneous On-Off 
sources with exponentially distributed On and Off periods. The flow from each source 
is regulated by the feedback from the multiplexer. At instant t = tQ (Figure 5.2) the 

multiplexer enters into congestion as the fluid contents cross the high threshold Xh ■ 
Region / corresponds to the overload period of the multiplexer. In this region the output 
of the sources is regulated at rate Ri and the excess traffic is discarded. This discard 
mechanism is either implemented at the traffic regulator for each Virtual Circuit at the 
input of a multiplexer or at the traffic source itself to provide graceful degradation by 
changing the output rate. Most of the somces generating multimedia traffic like Video 
and Audio (e.g. MPEG-4) support this kind of scalability and graceful degradation. At 
t = ti the fluid buffer contents fall below low threshold Xi and enter underload period 
given by region II of Figure 5.2. In region II the sources are in uncontrolled mode and 
generate traffic at their peak rate R. The multiplexer remains in underload state till it 
again enters into congestion at time t = t 2 - The combined fluid arrival at the input of a 
statistical multiplexer is once again modeled as N+1 state MMRP as in Section 3.1. 
Feedback only changes the output rate from the source, it does not change the state of 
the On-Off source and hence continuity of the state of MMRP at the embedded instants 
to , , ^2 — • is assumed. The fluid buffer is assumed to be infinite. 

When multiplexer is in imcongested state, the MMRP fluid input rate r, in state i 
of the modulating birth and death process is given by r,=iR. The infinitesimal generator 
Af for the continuous time birth and death modulating process is given by 


M 


'-NX NX . . 0 

JLI -{N-\)X-n (V-l);! . 0 

0 . . . X 

0 . . N/i -NJJ. 


and the drift matrix D is given by 
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(5.2) 


0 

0 


0 


. . 0 
0 0 NR-C 


(5.3) 



where R is Peak Rate of the On-Off source, H fi is the mean On period, 1/ A is the 
mean Off period of the On-Off source and C is the link capacity of the fluid multiplexer 
output. This defines the MMRP governing the input flow to the fluid buffer of Figure 
5.1 in region II of Figure 5.2. In region I the mean On and Off periods of the On-Off 
sources remain same as in region II. The output reduction is achieved by discarding 
part of the traffic generated by the source and has no impact on the On-Off 
characteristic of the On-Off source and hence on the Continous Time Markov Chain 
which defines the MMRP. The change in input flow rate in region I and II implies that 
the buffer dynamics and hence the equations govemmg the first passage times are 
different in two regions. If the Continous Time Markov Chain for the modulating 
MMRP in regions II is given by M (Equation 5.2) then the infinitesimal generator Mi 
defining the input flow modulating process in region I is given by Equation 5.4. Drift D 
in region II is given by Equation 5.3 and drift Di in region I is given by Equation 5.5. 
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(5.4) 


(5.5) 


where R/ is the controlled output from an On-Off source. 

The solutions obtained in Section 4.1 for the sojourn time into overload and 
underload state are applied here to obtain the congestion duration and underload period 
density function for the model given here. 


5.2.1 Underload Period for Model 1 

The key matrix governing the probability density for the first passage time to 
congestion is given by D~^{sl — M). This is same as the key matrix governing the 
dynamics of the first passage time to congestion in Section 3.2. Hence the introduction 
of feedback does not have any impact on the density function for the first passage time 
to congestion. 

The solution for Laplace of density function for first passage time to congestion 
as defined in Section 3. 1 is given by Equation 4.29-4.32 
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where ? 1^2 ’ ^3 ’ ^4 » ^A ’ defined in Section 4.1.1 and are given by the following: 
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(5.7) 


Here consist of negative eigenvalues of the key matrix D~\sl-M) and zb 
constitutes of positive eigenvalues. The solution for eigenvalues is given by (3.33) and 
the eigenvector V(s) is obtained using (3.34) and (3.35) 


V{s) = 


Fi(5) 

V3(s) 


Vli^) 

V4(s) 


(5.8) 


From the definition of the underload period itself, the initial level of fluid buffer 
at start of underload period is given by x = Xi . The state of the modulating process at 
start of imderload period depends on state of the MMRP in which the previous overload 
period ended. Consider the process that assumes the state of the modulating process at 
the instances where the underload period is entered. This process is actually an 
embedded Markov Chain with its equilibrium probabilities defined by the row vector 
. The Laplace Transform of the density function for sojourn time in underload state 
is given by 


The equilibrium probability vector ^ for the process that assumes the state of 
the modulating MMRP process at the instances when the multiplexer enters the 
congestion state is given by 

where Pu is obtained using 

i>„=p(Xi.O) (511) 

Thus if introduction of feedback will have any effect on mean underload period 
then it will be because of change in equilibrium probability vector . For a two state 
MMRP of Section 4.2, the equilibrium probability vector remains same as that for open 
loop case (Section 4.1.1) and hence will have no impact of feedback on mean soujoum 
time in underload state. 



5.2.2 Overload Period for Model 1 

Though the modulating process for the flow input to the multiplexer remains the 
same as that for underload period, the rate of input flow in each state changes thus 
changing the parameters of the drift Di given by Equation 5.5. The first passage time to 
underload state is obtained using the solution for infinite fluid buffer case in Section 3.4 

and Section 4.1.2. Since the key matrix Di^isl-M{) in case of feedback controlled 
sources is different from that for sources with no control (Section 3.2), hence the 
eigenvalues and eigenvectors for the key matrix are different. This implies that adding 
feedback control results in change in overload behavior of the statistical multiplexer. 

The overload control mechanism in general requires the peak input rate to the 
statistical multiplexer to be less than the output link capacity. A revisit to the properties 
of eigenvalue, given in Appendix 1, gives that there are N+1 negative eigenvalues if the 
regulated rate Rj is such that NR^ < C . 

If z(s) is the eigenvalue matrix for the key matrix {si - Mi) and V(s) the 
right eigenvector and W(s) is the left eigenvector then, the solution for Laplace of 
density function for first passage time to underload state is obtained using Equation 
4.52 

p{x,s) = (5.12) 

Multiplexer enters the state of congestion with the fluid buffer contents at level 
x=X}{. The equilibrium probability vector for the state of the modulating process at the 
beginning of congestion duration, Ttc, is given by Equation 5.10. The Laplace of 
probability density function of sojourn time into congestion is given by 

Pc is) = ^ 

where e is the unit column vector. The equilibrium probability vector Ttu satisfies the 
following equations 

where Pc is given by 
Pc = ~p{Xh,0) 

This gives the following relationship for Ttc and tCu. 

^c =^cPcPu 


(5.14) 

(5.15) 


(5.16) 



and 




(5.17) 


These combined with the normalization equations ;rc.e = land ;r„.e = l, are 
used to obtain tc^ and Ttu The above solution for probability density function has been 
obtained for the case NRi <C . A more generic result permitting C < NRi < NR may 
be obtained using Equations 4.52-4.55. 






(5.18) 


where za consist of negative eigenvalues of the key matrix Di^{sl-Mi). The 
eigenvalue matrix itself is given by Equation 5.19 where zb constitutes of positive 

eigenvalues of D{^{sl-Mi) . The solution for eigenvalues is given by (3.33) and the 
eigenvector V(s) is obtained using (3.34) and (3.35) 


0 




0 Zb 


(5.19) 
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The magnitude of eigenvalues increase with decrease in On-Off source output 
rate (Equation 3.33). It is obvious from Equation 5.13 and 5.18 that mcrease m 
magnitude of negative eigenvalues result in decrease in mean sojourn tune m the 
overload state. Thus reducing the regulated rate Rj which in turn results m reduction m 
mean sojourn time in congested state. 


5.3 Feedback Controlled Sources with Source Buffers 

In this section the statistical multiplexer is fed by sources with source buffer. 
Though this model does not have significant practical application but one such 
appUcation is for implementing adaptive smoothening of burst for non-real tune traffic. 
This allows the source to use source buffer to buffer the data till congestion is over. 
This is a kind of back-pressure mechanism. The real life back-pressure mechanism is 
&r more complex than this simple model. It involves finite propagation delay and the 
multiplexer output has to be modeled as two-state Markov Process. A simpUfied model 
of back pressure mechanism involving finite propagation delay is discussed in Section 


5.4. 



On-Off Source 



Figure 5.3 Feedback Controlled On-Off Sources with Source Buffer 

(Model 2) 

The model under consideration is shown in Figure 5.3. A statistical multiplexer 
is fed by N On-Off sources. Each source generates fluid traffic at constant rate R. This 
traffic is fed to the source buffer. Source buffer empties at constant rate R when 
operating in uncontrolled mode. When the statistical multiplexer enters into congestion, 
it sends a binary feedback to the sources. On receiving the congestion signal from the 
multiplexer, the sources reduce the output rate of their source buffer to rate Rj. This 
results into a queue build up in the source buffer. It is assxuned that rate Rj satisfies the 
stability condition (Equation 5.21). The source buffer is assumed to be infinite. Hence 
no loss takes place in buffering at source. 

Rl>AR/(A-i^ju) ( 5 . 21 ) 

When the multiplexer comes out of congestion state it sends a congestion clear 
signal to the sources. This results in source removing control over the output of the 
source buffer. While in the uncontrolled mode the fluid input to the multiplexer is 
simple superposition of fluid traffic firom N On-Off Sources. In the controlled mode the 
output of the source buffer will show On-Off behavior but the On periods are no longer 
exponentially distributed. The off periods are exponentially distributed with mean 
period \l X where \l Xis the mean off period of an On-Off source. For analytical 
simplicity the output of the source buffer in controlled mode is approximated as having 
exponentially distributed On and Off periods. When a source switches fi:om the 



controlled mode to nncontrolled output mode, if it is in On-state, then distribution of 
the first On period will be different from the other On-periods in the uncontrolled 
mode. This is because a source in On state has non-zero buffer contents in controlled 
state. This non-zero buffer contents in the source buffer result in extended first On 
period in uncontrolled state. For analytical simplicity the multiplexer model with 
feedback controlled sources with source buffer is approximated in the following 
manner. Multiplexer is fed by a fluid source with arrival process at the multiplexer 
given by MMRP. The modulating process in MMRP alternates between two transient 
Continuous Time Markov Chains given by infinitesimal generator M and Mj. It is 
assumed that the state of MMRP in overload period is given by number of source 
buffer outputs in On State. In underload period the state of MMRP gives the number of 
sources in On State. The transition between the two modulatmg Markov Chains 
take place when the multiplexer changes state from overload to underload state and 
vice-versa. In underload state the fluid arrival is governed by modulating process 
defined by CTMC M and in overload state by CTMC Mj. While there is a continuity in 
state when the MMRP switch from CTMC Mto CTMC A// at / = ^ (Figure 5.5), there 

is no such continuity when the MMRP transits from CTMC Mi to CTMC Mat r = . 
This is because the busy state of the output of the source buffer does not imply that the 
corresponding On-Off source is in On state. Hence if the MMRP is in state z just before 
the multiplexer enters the underload state, then the state j of the MMRP at t = ti is 
obtained as follows. 
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Figure 5.4 Busy Periods of Source Buffer Output 


A busy period of the source buffer oufriut in controlled mode (region I) 
constitutes of number of On and Off periods of the corresponding On-Off source 
(Figure 5.4). The transition from overload state to underload state is a random event. 
Given that the source buffer output was in On state, the probability the instant of 


ttansition lies in On Period of fte corresponding source is directly dependent on the 
ratio of source On and Off periods in a busy period of a source buffer. Hence given that 

a source buffer output is in On state, the probability that the On-Off source is in On 
State is assumed to be given by 

^ A + // (5.22) 

The transition matrix T giving transition from state i of Mi to state j of M is 
given by 


o 

o 

^ON 

o 

• 

1 

■ ^NN 


where the if element of Tis given by 



. {I- pfJ 

\j) 
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0<j<i 0<i<N 

j>i 0<i<N 


( 5 . 23 ) 


( 5 . 24 ) 



Figure 5.5 A Sample Path of Fluid Buffer Contents with Time (Model 2) 



Next issue in the model is to incorporate the contents of source buffer at the 
instant of transition from overload state to underload state. In the approximate model it 
is assumed that all the source buffers release their fluid contents as fluid impulse at the 
instant of transition from controlled output mode to uncontrolled output mode. If the 
modulating process given by Mi is in state i at the instant just before the transition then 
the net fluid impulse to the multiplexer is sum of i homogeneous impulses from / active 
source buffer outputs. This approximation results in higher initial value buffer contents 
at the start of underload period. Hence the underload period obtained using this 
approximation should form an upper bound to the actual underload period. It is this 
approximate model that is analyzed in this section. 

With these assumptions, the drift and infinitesimal generator for the fluid input 
to the statistical multiplexer are defined. Making use of the fluid conservation principle 
for the source buffer, the parameters for the process describing output flow from a 
source buffer are given in terms of parameters of an On-Off source. If On-Off source 
has mean On period 1/ ju and mean Off period 1/ A and peak Rate R then the output of 
the source buffer will also have mean On period 1/// and mean Off period \l X when 
operating in uncontrolled mode. In controlled mode with output rate of Ri, the 
conservation principle gives the mean On period 1 ///j and mean Off period 1/ by 


X\ '=■ X 




- X{K - Ri ) 
_ 


(5.25) 

(5.26) 


Since the rate Rj is such that the source buffer is stable hence l///iis always 
positive. The infinitesimal generator M for the MMRP in uncontrolled mode is given by 


M = 


■NX 

0 
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NX 

■{N-l)X-iJ. (iV-l)A 
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Nju 


(5.27) 


the drift D is given by 
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The infinitesimal generator Mi for controlled mode is given by 
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(5.28) 


(5.29) 


(5.30) 


The density function for the impulse from the source buffer output is described 
next. It is assumed that the congestion duration is long enough to allow the source 
buffer to achieve steady state. The stationary probability density function for fluid 
contents in source buffer is given by 


p{X = x) = 


ae 


-bx 


X > 0 
x = 0 


(5.31) 


where a and b are constants given by 
IR (l + ^)Ri-lR 
""'(l+ZiyRi Ri(R-Ri) 

{l + jii)Rl-XR 
RliR-Ri) 


(5.32) 

(5.33) 


The net fluid impulse received at the statistical multiplexer at the instant of 
transition to imderload state is sum of impulses with probability density given by 
Equation 5.31. The number of such impulses contributing to the fluid impulse at the 
multiplexer is dependent on state of MMRP just before the transition takes place. If Yi 
represents the random variable giving the size of the impulse corresponding to state i of 



the MMRP at the instant just before the transition from overload to underload state 
takes place, than the density function of Y^ is given by 


p(Y,=^y) = 
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(5.34) 


The above definitions have been used to obtain the initial value of buffer 
contents at the beginnmg of underload period at time t = tim Figure 5.5. This will be 
sum of the low threshold value Xi and the random fluid impulse. The phase of the 
MMRP at the beginning of underload period is obtained in the following manner. 

Let and yiZi be the row vectors giving equilibrium probability of the state of 
MMRP at the embedded points at the beginning of overload and xmderload periods 
respectively. Then 

^u=^cPcT (5-35) 

where Pc is given in terms of Laplace of probability density function for first passage to 


underload state p^, (x, 5 ) by 


/>^=p~(Xff.O) (5.36) 

Similarly if Y is the random variable denoting the size of the fluid impulse at the instant 
of transition from overload state to underload state then 
7tc=7t^Pu 

where Pu is given in terms of Laplace of probability density function for first passage to 

underload state, p^{x^s ) , and the probability density function, of the impulse 

size. 

X. — 

0 


= ^cPcTPu 

= Jt^iPifP^T 


Hence 


(5.39) 

(5.40) 



These, combined with the normalization equations ;/r„.e = land = are 
used to obtain Kc and Tt^. The Laplace of density function for first passage time to 

underload state, p^{x,s), is obtained using Equations 4.52-4.55. The key matrix for 
this is given by D\ [ ] where £>; and Mj are defined earlier in this section. The 

first passage time to congestion, Pu{x,s ) , is given by Equations 4.29, 4.30, 4.31, 4.32 
with the key matrix given by D~^ [s/ - M] . 

At time f , there is finite possibility of the multiplexer going into congestion 
again if the fluid impulse is greater than . The design of thresholds should be 

such that this probability is negligible. Each such sojourn into congested state is an 
independent random variable hence if mean sojourn time into overload state is given by 
Tq , then the mean congestion duration is given by /(I - q) where q is the probability 

of the multiplexer entering into congestion at the instants corresponding to t . By 
keeping q negligible the mean congestion duration is given by the sojourn time into 
congested state. 

The mean congestion duration in multiplexer with feedback controlled sources 
with source buffer, will be higher than that for sources without source buffer. It will be 
higher than that for open-loop case also. The reason being that the eigenvalues decrease 
with increase in mean On-period (3.33). This results in higher mean for the sojourn 
time into congestion state. Thus applying feedback control with source buffer increases 
the congestion duration. The benefit of introducing feedback is that it reduces the 
overflow probability on the multiplexer buffer. These observations are verified in 
Section 5.5 through numerical examples. 

5.4 Non-Negligible Feedback Propagation Delay 

In this section the model of a statistical multiplexer with delayed feedback 
controlled sources is considered (Figure 5.6). This section develops the solution for 
obtaining the moments of overload and underload durations for this model. The model 
used in the previous section is extended to incorporate delayed feedback. Statistical 
multiplexer is once again modeled as a fluid buffer with constant rate output link. There 
are N On-Off type sources that feed input to the statistical multiplexer. All the N On- 



Off sources use source buffer the output of which is regulated by feedback &om 
statistical multiplexer. These source buffers allow the lossless flow of fluid when the 
statistical multiplexer is in congestion and the output flow ftom the source buffers is 
controlled to restrict the input to the statistical multiplexer. 

Let there be a guaranteed bandwidth associated with each source. When the 
multiplexer enters congestion it forces the sources to reduce the traffic to the 
guaranteed bandwidth thus allowing itself to recover from the congested state. For this, 
the multiplexer sends an explicit feedback signal to each of the sources. There is an 
associated non-negligible propagation delay in the backward path (4) as well as 
forward path {d^. Thus the change in input flow due to feedback is observed at the 
input of the fluid multiplexer after a delay dt, which is sum of propagation delay in 
forward and backward path (Equation 5.1). It is assumed that the processing delays at 
multiplexer or the On-Off sources are negligible. 
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Figure 5.6 Feedback Model with Non-Negligible Propagation Delay 

The multiplexer sends the congestion free signal when it enters into underload 
state as described in Section 3.1. This feedback signal allows the sources to remove 
control on the output of the source buffer. Thus the sources start transmitting at then- 
peak rate. This is reflected at the input of the multiplexer after a delay d, of sending the 
congestion clear feedback signal to the input sources. The sources continue to operate 
in open loop mode till the multiplexer remains in underload state. When the contents in 



fluid buffer of the multiplexer once again cross the high threshold mark, the multiplexer 
enters into congestion and sends the control signal to the sources. This once again 
forces the sources to control the output of their source buffers reducing it to the 
guaranteed bandwidth. This cycle continues. 



< X > 

Figure 5.7 A Sample Path of Fluid Buffer Contents with Time (Model 3) 

The model defined above has wide applications. It can be modified to study the 
efficacy of backpressure mechanism to control the congestion in a node under 
consideration. It has application in design of adaptive traffic shapers and decision 
making in providing guaranteed bandwidth support to the sources. With no source 
buffer, the model discussed here may be used to study the performance of multimedia 
streaming with multirate codec support at the server. 

The sojourn time analysis using the model described above has associated 
analytical complexity and may become intractable. To make the model analytically 
tractable, numbers of simplifying approximations have been made. Some of these 



approximations have already been discussed in Section 5.3. First the On-Off sources 
have been assumed to be homogeneous and independent. The propagation delay has 
also been assumed to be same for all the sources. The assumption of homogeneous 
propagation delay allows us to model the input flow in the multiplexer as being 
modulated by two different chains, one in controlled mode and another in open loop 
mode. With heterogeneous propagation delay, makmg use of largest propagation delay 
would have resulted in upper bound for the sojourn time in congestion state. Hence the 
assumption of homogeneous propagation delay is not restnctive. 

The round trip propagation delay is assumed to be exponentially distributed. 
This assumption is primarily for analytical ease. The results obtained with this 
assumption are compared with those obtained using simulation where the propagation 
delay is deterministic. The other assumption is that the multiplexer does not come out 
of congestion during the round trip delay interval. If the On and Off periods are 
comparable with round trip delay than this is a valid assumption. This assumption is 
also valid if the high and low thresholds are so chosen that the probability of the 
sojourn time in congestion state being less than the round-trip delay is negligible. 
Equation 4.89 shows dependence of density function of the sojourn time into 
congestion, on the difference between two threshold values. 

The output process of the source buffer is once again approximated by On-Off 
process with exponentially distributed On and Off periods (Section 5.3). In 
uncontrolled output mode the mean On and Off periods are given by l//t and MX 
respectively. The output rate in uncontrolled mode is R. In controlled output mode, the 
output rate is reduced to i?/. Once again, for the sake of simplicity the On period is 
approximated as an exponentially distributed with mean parameters for On and Off 
periods {M jU\ and M Xy respectively) given by Equation 5.25 and 5.26 

(5-41) 

n. _ (5.42) 

It is assumed that Ri satisfies the stability condition Equation 5.21 for the source 
buffer. With these approximations, the tools developed earlier in Section 4.1 and 4.2 
are used to obtain the congestion duration and underload period for a multiplexer with 
feedback controlled sources and non-negligible propagation delay. The transition from 



controlled state to uncontrolled state of source buffer results in release of fluid impulse 
in a similar manner as described in Section 5.3. 

Figure 5.7 gives the definition of different intervals in a cycle of congestion and 
underload periods. At time t = tQ the multiplexer enters the state of congestion as the 
fluid buffer contents cross the high threshold of Xh- The fluid arrival process at the 
input of the multiplexer is described by the modulating Markov Chain with 
infinitesimal generator M At time t , the feedback sent at time t = tQ results in the 

input arrival process being described by MMRP with infinitesimal generator M/. 

The sojourn time into congestion state is a sum of two variables, the 
exponentially distributed propagation delay with mean dt and the first passage time to 
underload state given by the interval t = t 2 ~ti. Since the two are independent of each 
other, the moments of the two are independently obtained. The first passage time to 
underload is governed by the key matrix -M-^) where Di and Mi are as given 


below. 

'-Nil NXi . .o' 

//I {N-\)X^ . 0 

Ml = . . ... (5.43) 
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0 . . NUi -N^i_ 


-CO.. 0 

0 R^-C 0 . 0 

(5.44) 

0 ... 0 

0 0 0 0 M?,-C_ 

The density fimction for the sojourn time in region II of Figure 5.7 is obtained 
using results of Section 4.1.2. One needs to find the density function for the buffer 
contents and the phase of the modulating process M at the instance t — ti- Once again 
consider a process that assumes the value of the phase of the modulating process and 
contents of the fluid buffer at the instance where the arrival process changes firom Mto 
Ml. This process given by iM(tJ,X(tn)) forms an embedded Markov Chain. With it’s 
equilibrium probabilities giving the density function for the multiplexer buffer contents 
and the phase of the modulating process M at these embedded instances. 




fx(x,t,xo) is the transient probability density function for the fluid contents in 
the statistical multiplexer fed by fluid input defined by MMRP, given that at t = /q , the 

buffer contents were at level xq . Let ;rc(x), 7Vi(x), ^(x) and 7 r 2 (x) be the row vectors 
giving equilibrium probability of the state of MMRP at the embedded points t = tQ + , 
t = tl+, t = t 2 + and t = ^3 + respectively (Figure 5.7). At t = tQ+ the fluid buffer 
content are at level Xh- At instant t = ^2 + , the fluid contents in the multiplexer buffer 
are at level x = Xi . 

7ri(x) = 7r,(XH)Pi(x,XH) (5.45) 

where Pj(x,Xi^) is given by 

°° p ‘it 

Pl(x,Xfj)= (5.46) 

0 ^ 

Pj (x,Xfj) is given in terms of Laplace of the transient probability density function 
f x(x,t,Xff) 

Pr(x,XH)=-^fxt^XxH) ( 5 . 47 ) 

df df 

The row vector (X^ ) is given by 

oo 

i^ui^L)= l^i(x)Pn(x)dx (5-48) 

where Pjj (x) is given in terms of the Laplace of first passage time to underload state. 


Pcix,s),as 


Pll(x) = Pc(x,0) 

Let 7 i: 2 .(x) be the row vector giving state of MMRP and the contents 
instant t = t 2 - , then 

71:2- (x) = Ttu {Xi )Pni (x, Xi ) 
where Piii(x,Xi) is given by 


(5.49) 
of fluid buffer at 

(5.50) 


t 

00 df 

Pjn (x,Xi)= \fx ix, t, Xi 

0 * 


(5.51) 



(5.52) 


Plll{x,XL)=-^fx{x,^,Xi) 

t t 

The transient probability density function is obtained in Appendix 5. The two transient 
probability density functions /;^x,t,XQ)and /j['(x,r,xo) differ in terms of the key 
matrix that governs their eigenvalues and eigenvectors. The key matrix for 

/ -^0 ) ^ M) and Z)f^ ( 5 / — Ml) respectively. 

If Yi represents the random variable giving the size of the impulse 
corresponding to state i of the MMRP at the instant just before the transition from 
overload to underload state takes place, than the density function of T, given by 
Equation 5.34 is used to obtain the row vector Ttiix) . 

X 

^2(^)= j^2-( yJPy (x- y)Tdy 
0 

(5.53) 

where T is defined in Equation 5.23 and PY(y) is an (N+l)x(N+l) diagonal matrix 
whose diagonal element is given by p(Yi = y) as defined by Equation 5.34. 

The row vector 7C(.(Xj^) is given by 

7tc{XH)= \^2(.x)Fiv{x)dx (5.54) 

0 

where Pjyix) is given in terms of the Laplace of first passage time to overload state, 
p„(x,5),as 

Pivix) = PuixS>) 

The mean congestion duration is then obtained as sum of mean propagation 
delay and mean duration of period U in Figure 5.7. Similarly the sojourn time into 
underload duration covering period III and IV in Figure 5.7 is given by sum of two 
independent random variables, the exponentially distributed round trip delay and the 
first passage time to congestion. 



5.5 Numerical example 

In this section we have taken an example to show the dependence of congestion 
duration and open-loop period on different traffic and system parameters. Numerical 
results are obtained using a sample example similar to the one used in Section 4.4. A 
fluid multiplexer is fed with 50 On-Off sources with mean On period of 100 ms and 
mean Off period of 200 ms. The multiplexer consists of a fluid buffer of size SMbits 
and has a link capacity of 85 Mbps. The high and low thresholds are fixed at 2 Mbits 
and 1 Mbit respectively. The results derived m this Chapter have been computed by 
approximating the superposed traffic at the input of the multiplexer, by a 2-state 
MMRP as described in Section 4.2. In open loop mode each source generates fluid at a 
rate of 4 Mbps when in On state. In controlled state the fluid rate is reduced to i?;. The 
controlled rate is varied keeping other parameters fixed. 



Figure 5.8 Mean Overload Period vs Controlled Rate Ri (Model 1) 


In Figure 5.8 the overload period is plotted against controlled rate. It is observed 
that the congestion duration reduces significantly with the reduction in controlled rate, 




going to a minimum given by the difference m threshold levels and multiplexer link- 
capacity. There is no impact on underload period (Figure 5.9). 
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Figure 5.9 Mean Underload Period vs Ri (Model 1) 

Figure 5.10 gives the variation in mean sojourn time in congestion as controlled 
rate is varied for Model 2. The source buffers are assumed to be of infinite size. For the 
simulation model, source buffer of 5 Mbits is used. This is almost of infinite size for a 
single source. It is observed that mean congestion duration increases exponentially as 
controlled rate approaches the mean rate at which On-Off source generates fluid. 
Underload period shows slight increase as the controlled rate is increased (Figure 5.11). 
This may be attributed to increased impulse at the beginning of an overload period as 
the mean buffer occupancy increases with decrease in output flow from source buffer. 
The difference between simulated and computed curve increases as the controlled rate 
is reduced. This is due to 2-state approximation. In case of single 2-state MMRP source 
a single source buffer is used. Hence the density function of fluid impulse is different 
from that due to superposition of iV impulses. 
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Figure 5.12 Mean Overload Period vs Round Trip Propagation Delay 

(Model 3) 
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Figure 5.13 Mean Underload Period vs Round Trip Delay (Model 3) 


The impact of non-negligible propagation delay in Model 3 is shown in Figure 
5.12 and Figure 5.13. The example uses a regulated source buffer output rate of 1.6 
Mbps in controlled mode. Rests of the parameters are same as those used in earlier 
examples. It is observed in Figure 5.12 that overload period increases significantly with 
increase in propagation delay. This is attributed to higher initial buffer content at which 
the control gets effective. On the other hand the underload period decreases slightly 
with increase in round trip propagation delay Figure 5.13. This is attributed to fluid 
level in multiplexer buffer falling below low threshold by the time the effect of removal 
of control on source is observed in the input flow to the multiplexer. 



Figure 5.14 Mean Congestion Duration vs Ri (Modei 3) 


The variation of mean overload and underload periods with change in controlled 
output of source buffer for Model 3 is shown in Figure 5.14 and Figure 5.15 
respectively. The round trip propagation delay is taken to be 20 ms. The results are 
similar to those in Figure 5.10 and Figure 5.11 for Model 2. Mean overload duration 
shows a drastic increase as Ri approaches the mean rate of On-Off source. Underload 
duration also shows a minor increase as Rj is reduced . 
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Figure 5.15 Mean Underload Period vs Ri (Model 3) 



Figure 5.16 Mean Overload Period Vs. Mean On Period of On-Off Source 
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Figure 5.17 Mean Underload Period vs Mean On Period of On-Off Source 


In Figure 5.16 and Figure 5.17 the vmation in overload and underload periods 
is plotted against the change in burstiness of On-Off sources. The On and Off periods 
are varied so that the mean source utilisation remains constant. Thus without changing 
the mean fluid output of On-Off sources, the impact of change in On period is observed 
in Figure 5.16 and Figure 5.17. In this example the regulated source buffer output rate 
is plugged at 1 .6 Mbps, and round trip propagation delay of 20 ms is used. While mean 
overload period decreases slightly with increase in On period, the mean rmderload 
period shows marked change. As the burstiness in On-Off source is reduced (increase 
on On period), the mean underload period also increases. This implies that the less 
bursty sources result in less frequent transitions to congestion. 

5.6 Summary 

In this chapter the sojourn time density function has been obtained for different 
models of fluid flow buffer with feedback-controlled sources. The model used in 
Section 5.4 has wide application and takes into account the non-negligible propagation 
delay. Analytical tractability of non-neghgible propagation delay based sojourn time 



analysis has been improved by making assumptions and approximations which are not 
restrictive in nature. The results demonstrate the effectiveness of regulation in reduction 
of congestion duration. It also demonstrates that use of source buffer increases mean 
congestion duration. Though the gain in form of lower loss probability is significant. 
The results obtained here provide a framework for Engineering of Call Admission 
Control for networks with hop-by-hop feedback control. 



Chapter 6 


Call Admission Control 

Call Admission Control is an important function in Traffic Management. It 
prevents congestion within the network by controlling the number of active 
connections, thus sustaining acceptable Quality of Service (QoS) for all connections. 
The call admission function uses the traffic description provided by the user at call 
setup time, to accept or reject the call based on whether the resources are available to 
guarantee the QoS to the existing users as well as to the new connection request. 

In this chapter we have developed a procedure for use in Call Admission 
Control based on effective bandwidth. The effective bandwidth approach to Call 
Admission Control is based on the fact that a notional bandwidth can be assigned to 
each source which reflects it’s burstiness and the queuing parameters of the server. It 
has been seen that for efficient network utilization and stringent performance 
requirements under highly bursty traffic, large size buffers are required. Hence the 
effective capacity based on asymptotic decay rates of steady state distributions of buffer 
occupancy has been suggested as one of the metric for call admission control. 

In the effective bandwidth methods proposed in the literature [ELW93] 
[GUE91] [KES93] [CH096], the tail probability P[X>Xb]\s used for obtaining the 
effective bandwidth of the source. In most of the cases the loss probability has been 
approximated by 

where 6 is a constant and Xb is the buffer size. This results in additive effective 
bandwidth i.e. the effective bandwidth of the combined traffic to an ATM server is the 
sum of the effective bandwidths of the individual sources. These effective bandwidths 
give good result when the source utilization (ratio of mean cell rate to peak cell rate) is 
high, but the results are conservative for low source utilization. This is because the 
multiplexing effect of the bursty sources is not accoimted for. 

In this chapter a methodology for obtaining more realistic value of effective 
bandwidth is proposed [MUD95]. This method also takes into account the number of 
existing connections for computing the effective bandwidth. Thus the multiplexing 



effect of the bursty sources is taken into consideration when admitting a new call into 
the network. This chapter starts with the description of the model and analytical 
approach used in this thesis, giving justification for the approach chosen. The stationary 
probability distribution for the contents of the fluid buffer has been obtained using the 
methodology based on embedded content process at the epochs when the arrival 
process changes states. This approach is different from the approach proposed in 

[ANI82] based on spectral decomposition of the key matrix D~^M . This approach is 
presented next, followed by an algorithm to obtain the asymptotic loss probability in 
the following form: 

P(Q>B)~Ae-*^‘ ( 6 , 2 ) 

Here A is the asymptotic constant dependent upon factors like the number of 
connections passing through the multiplexer, and other queuing parameters like link 
capacity. Finally another approach has been provided for obtaining the asymptotic 
constant A in Equation 6.2. The results thus obtained have been compared with those 
provided in [GUE91] and with exact computations based on [ANI82]. 


6.1 The Model 


The Model used in this Chapter is same as that described in Section 3.1. The 
statistical multiplexer is represented by a fluid buffer with a constant rate output 
channel. The fluid buffer is assumed to be of infinite size. The fluid arrival rate r(t) is 
modulated by a background stochastic process. This modulating process governs the 
rate at which the fluid flows into the fluid buffer. As discussed in Section 3.1 the 


modulating process is assumed to be a finite Markov chain, unless specified otherwise. 
The instantaneous fluid generation rate from such a source is dependent on the state of 
the modulating Markov chain. The arrival process is called a Markov Modulated Rate 
Process. 

Let A + 1 be the number of states in the background Markov chain M(t) defined 


over state space [0,N ]. When the modulating process is in state i e [0,N ], the fluid is 
generated at a rate r,. Let X(t) represent the quantity of fluid in fluid buffer at time t. 
The fluid flows out of the fluid buffer at a constant rate c. Hence the output rate from 
the buffer ro(t) is given by 

c X(t) > 0 or r/t) > c 

otherwise 


ro(f) 


(6.3) 



The Markov Modulated Rate Process defining the fluid arrival at the fluid 
buffer is once again assumed to a superposition of N homogeneous, independent On- 
Off fluid sources. An On-Off source has already been discussed in Section 3.1 . 


6.1.1 On-Off Source Description 


Peak Rate 

R 

Mean Source Utilization 

P 

Mean Rate 

pR 

Mean On period 

1/p 

Mean Off period 

1/A 


The source utilization factor p is defined as 

A 

p = -— 

[JL 


(6.4) 


(6.5) 


6.2 Stationary Probability Distribution 

In this section an approach for obtaining the stationary probability distribution 
for the content of an infinitely large fluid buffer fed by 'N On-Off soxurces is presented. 
The model has been described in Section 6.1 and Section 3.1. The On and Off periods 
have been assumed to be exponentially distributed. The buffer is emptied by a constant 
capacity output link. The superposed arrival process is a fluid arrival process with the 
modulating (N+1) state birth and death process given by M(t). li X(t) represents the 
content of the fluid buffer at tiju^e t, then we define a stochastic process (M(t), X(t)). In 
this approach the stationary distribution of the buffer content process at epochs when 
the modulating process M(t) changes state has been obtained. The contmuous-time 
stationary distribution is obtained firom the distribution for the discrete time Markov 
Process. Appropriate approximation allow the simple method for obtaining the 
asymptotic tail probability and effective bandwidth [MUD95]. 

The dynamics of the fluid buffer is given as follows; 

1 . When the input arrival rate r, is greater than the output channel capacity C, 
the buffer content increases at a constant drift di-fi-C 

2. When the input fluid rate r, is less than the output capacity C, the buffer 
content decreases at a constant drift d=r^-C, if the buffer is not empty. If the 
buffer is empty it remains empty. 



Thus the stationary probability of this system (M(t), X(t)) exists provided the 
mean drift is negative and the system is stable. 

Let Tti i £ [0,N], be the stationary state probabilities of the modulating birth and 
death process M(t). Then the stability condition requires 

< c (6.6) 

IS[0,N] 

Let {Ti, T 2 , ■■■■, Tn, ...7 be the random instants when the background process 
M(t) changes its state Figure 6.1. The arrival process is piece- wise constant and right 
continuous with almost surely increasing jump times {Tn'n>l}. 

0<7; <T^< <T„ 


•••••••••••••• •••• 

I I-I 1 ^ 1 

1=0 T] T2 T3 T4 Tn-i In t-^ 


Figure 6.1 The Epochs of Jumps in the Background Process 

Let (M(Tn), X(Tn)) defines the state of the system at the instant t=T„. In this 
discussion t=^T„ is the instant just before the jump in the background process takes 
place. Then (M(Tn), X(Tn)) forms a discrete-time Markov Process. Let (P(X(Tn)^ 
M(Tr^=i) be the conditional distribution for the content of the fluid buffer at the state 
change epoch Tn- At this instant the background process jumps firom state i to next state 
k in accordance with the one-step transition for the modulatmg Markov cham. 
Assuming the background process to be the Birth and Death Process given by the 
Figure 6.2, if the modulating process is in state i in the time interval [T„.i, T^), then the 
modulating process M(t) would be in state (i+1) or (i-1) e[0.N] in the time interval /T. 

Tn+l)- 



Figure 6.2 Background Birth and Death Process 



Let Z„ be a random variable denoting the net fluid that potentially gets added or 
removed in the sojourn period T„) when the modulating process is in state /. The 
sojoinn periods are assumed to be independent of each other but are dependent on state 
i of the modulating chain in the the nth sojourn period, [Tn-i, T„). For the deterministic 
fluid input in the time interval T„) the variable Z„ can be given as 


Hence Z„ may vary over the positive real axis or negative real axis depending on 
whether drift cf, is positive or negative. Z„ , ne (1,«>) are independent variables and are 
only dependent on state i of the modulating chain. For the background process already 
stated, the sojourn periods are exponentially distributed with the state dependent mean 
and hence the probability density function g,(z) for Z(i) may be given as 
For i s.t. r,>C 


P{Z(i) = z) = 

For i s.t. ri < C 

P(Z(0 = z) = 


(3L±^)e 


r,-C 


0 


At ■, 

C-r, 

0 


z > 0 
otherwise 


z < 0 
otherwise 


( 6 . 8 ) 


(6.9) 


Here it is assumed that r, C. At time T„, the modulating Markov Process M(t) jumps 
to state i through either (i-1) —> i transition or (Al) i transition (Figure 6.2). The 
probability of either of the transitions, given that a jump to state i has taken place, may 
be found from the transition frequencies of the two jumps. These are dependent on 
transition rates of the two jumps. Given that a transition to state i has taken place, then 
(x\^y is the probability that the previous state was (i+1) £ [0,N] and a\_^ denotes the 
probability that the transition given was (i-1) i £ fO,NJ. Then these two probabilities 
are given by 


= 


^1-1 A-i 




( 6 . 10 ) 


a: 


;+i 


^ 1-1 


( 6 . 11 ) 



where tc, i e [0,N] is the stationary probability of the Markov Chain of Figure 6.2. The 
probability distribution for the discrete-time Markov Process (M(T^, X(TrJ) may now 
be obtained as follows: 

For i s[0,N] s.t. r,>C 


P„,,(X<x/M = i) = \ 


al, lP„(X<ix-z)/M = i-\).gXz)dz 

0 

X 

(X <(x-z)l M = i + l).g-, (z)dz 

0 


+ 


( 6 . 12 ) 


For i e[0,N] s.t. r,<C 


P„,,(Z<x/M = 0 = 


\P„{X<{x-z)IM = i- l).g, {z)dz + 

—00 

0 

M = i+\).gX^)dz 


(6.13) 


The stationary probability distribution Pt(x) for the discrete-time Markov Process 
(M(Tfi),X(T^) may be obtained from the limiting probabilities 

P (x) = P(X <x/M^i) = \imP„ iX<xlM = i) (6.14) 

n-^oo 

Thus the stochastic integrals for the stationary distribution of the embedded process 
may be written as: 

For i e[0,N] s.t. r,> C 

P, (x) = ]p,_, (x - z).g, (z)dz + <1 (x - z).g, {z)dz (6.15) 

0 0 

For i £[0,NJ s.t. r,<C 

0 0 

P, (x) = a‘_, \p,_, (X - z).g, (z)dz + <1 (X - z).g, (z)dz (6.1 6) 

— OO 

The above given set of stochastic integrals are convolution equations and may be 
represented in Laplace Transform form. Assuming that the transforms exist for gi(z) 
defined for z in the negative half of the real axis, we get the following set of equations. 
Let 


P,(s)= jPXx)e-^^dx 


(6.17) 




(6.18) 



Then Equation 6. 1 5 and Equation 6. 1 6 may be written as 

P,(5) = <,P,-i( 5)G,(5) + /f[0,A^] (6.19) 

This is the standard Wiener-Hopf equation in Laplace transform form and exact 
solution for the same may be obtained by using the Wiener-Hopf factorization method 
[SPE85] [NOB58]. In this thesis we continue with the integral form of equations for the 
discrete-time Markov Chain to develop the procedure for obtaining the asymptotic loss 
probability of a fluid buffer fed by multiple homogeneous On-Off Sources. First we 
obtain the exact solution for an infinite fluid buffer fed by a single On-Off Source, 
starting from the set of equations defined above ( Equation 6.15, Equation 6.16). 



Figure 6.3 The 2-state Discrete-time Markov Chain 


6.2.1 Fluid Buffer with S ingie On-Off Source 

Consider a fluid buffer fed by a single On-Off Source with exponentially 
distributed On and Off periods. The rest of the parameters are same as those defined in 
Section 3.1. In the On period of the source the buffer gets filled at a deterministic rate 
R-C. It is emptied at the constant rate C when source is in Off state. The stationary 
probability of the two-state discrete-time Markov Chain (Figure 6.3) is given by 




X-\- fJL 


7t, = 


X 

X + ju 


( 6 . 20 ) 

( 6 . 21 ) 


Pp(x) 

tto 

0->l 


Pi(x) 

I 

I 

Hi 


1-^0 


Figure 6.4 Points on which the Embedded Process is Defined 


The stationary probabiUty distribution of the embedded Markov 
be obtained from: 

P{X <x)= (x) + 7U^P^{x) X > 0 

where P,(x) i e [0,1] is as defined earlier, P(X^ /M=i) 

The probability densities go(z) and g,( 2 ) are given by 


Process P(X^) may 


( 6 . 22 ) 




A, (— )z 


otherwise 


(6.23) 


(6.24) 


otherwise 


For the fluid buffer fed by single On-Off source, Equation 6.15 and Equation 6.16 
now be written as 


Pi (x) = jpo (x - z)gi {z)dz 


(6.25) 


^oW= lPl(x-z)gQ{z)dz 


(6.26) 


Since the form of solution for Pi(x) is a sum of exponential terms, we may write them 
as 

Po(x) = l-aQQe~^o^ -aQie~^^^ x>0 (6.27) 

Pl(x)sl-aioe”*o^-ane“*i^ x>0 (6.28) 

Using Equation 6.27 and Equation 6.23 in Equation 6.25 and then comparing it with 
Equation 6.28 we obtain the following relationships: 


<310 = — — 

//.flOO 

(6.29) 

{R 

-C)ibQ-nl{R-C)) 


A-«01 

-0(b^-Ul(.R-C)) 

(6.30) 

ajo + aj 1 = 

1 

(6.31) 


The boimdary value condition Pi(0)=0 also results in relationship given by Equation 
6.31. Similarly applying Equation 6.28 and Equation 6.24 in Equation 6.26 and 
comparing with Equation 6.27 we get 



(6.32) 


"00 


CibQ+XIC) 


«0l 


X.ci-^ J 

Cibi+X/C) 


(6.33) 


From Equation 6.29, Equation 6.32 and Equation 6.30, Equation 6.33 it can be seen that 
bi i e[0,N] satisfies the following relationship 


jl ^ 1 

{R-C) C'{b,-jU /(R - C)).(b, +JL/Q 


(6.34) 


which gives the two values of b,. 


6/=0,( 




4) 


(R-C) C 


i£[0,l] 


(6.35) 


Applying the following boundary condition to obtain the coefficients aio, an- 

lim/J(x) = l If [0,1] (6.36) 

;c— >oo 

If bo=0 then we get 

<^00 = <310 = 0 


ail =1 

1 (R-C) 

a =_ 

C 

and 

mi-l ^ ^-x(a+/i)C-AR)/C(Jt-C) x>0 (6.37) 

+ IlC)C 

which is same as that obtained in [ANI82] and given in Appendix 1 . This exercise was 
done to show the equivalence of the results obtained by different approaches. Next we 
obtain the similar relationships for the case of fluid buffer with the arrival process bemg 
superposition of N homogeneous sources. This relationship is used in Section 6.2.3 to 
obtain the approximation for the asymptotic constant in Equation 6.2. 


6.2.2 Fluid Buffer with N On-Off Sources 

Once again the generic model given in Section 6.1 is used for a fluid buffer 
being fed by the superposition of N On-Off sources. For the system where the 
combined arrival process is superposition of N homogeneous On-Off sources with peak 
rate R, the drift parameters and the parameters of infinitesimal generator M are given 

by: 



Zi=(N-i)X 
fi, = iJJ- 


(6.38) 


The stationary probability for the discrete-time Markov Chain (Figure 6.2) have the 
following relationship obtained using the balance equation. 




{N-i)X 

Tti 

(l + 1 )// 


i£[0,N) 


(6.39) 




1=0 


(6.40) 


Once again expressing the solution of stationary probabilities P,(x) as the sum 
of (N+1) exponentials and continuing with Equation 6.15 and Equation 6.16, we obtain 
the relationship governing the coefficients in the general solution of Pi(x). 

For i e[0,N] 

N 

/)(x) = P{X <xlM = i) = \- J"" x>0 (6.41) 

7=0 

The probability density function g,(z) for the potential net fluid inflow or 
outflow in a sojourn period when the background process is in state i, is obtained from 
Equation 6.8 and Equation 6.9 as 
For / > Ic/rJ 


For i <LC/rJ 
gi(z) = 


(A^-0;i + i/z . ( iji_c ^>0 

^ iR-C 

0 otherwise 


(N-i)X+in. 

+ ^ 2>0 
^ C-iR 

0 otherwise 


(6.42) 


(6.43) 


Using Equation 6.41 m Equation 6.15 and Equation 6.16 along with the 
definitions of gr(z) and comparing the terms on RHS with those on LHS we obtam the 
following relationships: 

For i > LC/rJ 



(6.44) 


Ctij 


iN-i)A + i/j. j ^ 

{bj (iR - C) - ((N - i)A + iju)) 


N 

J=0 

For / <Ic/rJ 


(6.45) 


(A^ — i)A + iju ^ ^ 

~ (6 (iR - C) - ((iV - 01 + iM) ) 


(6.46) 


This set of relationship may be used to obtain the Oy in terms of for all i<N. 
The characteristic polynomial that is satisfied by all bj may also be obtained using the 
above given system of equations. The roots of the (N+l)th order polynomial will give 
all the coefficient bj, j s[0,N]. 

For i=N, Equation 6.44 gives 


^Nj 




[b,(NR-C)-N^] 






[bj(NR-C)-N^] 


NjU 


a 


.N 


(6.47) 

(6.48) 


N-l 


For N> i> IC/rJ Equation 6.44 leads to 

[bj (iR - C) - ((N - Ql + i/i)] a\_^^aQ+X)j 


%-l)J 




<1 


(N - 01 + iR 
For 0< i < IC/rJ, Equation 6.47 gives 

[bj(iR-C)-((N-i)A + iR)] aij <-i^(/+i)y 


(6.49) 


«(/-l)y 

For i=0, (6.46) results in 
NX 

a = —R, 

(-bjC-NX) ' 


(N-i)X + iR 


(6.50) 




oc. 


i-i 


(6.51) 


Let aij =kijajq j where ky is a constant defined for i,j £ [0,N]. Define another 


constant L such that 


For i > Lc/rJ 


hj- 


[bj(iR-C)-((N -i)X + iR)\ 
(N-i)X + iR ' 


(6.52) 



(6.53) 


For / < Lc/RJ, 

{N-i)X + ifi 

Hence Equation 6.48, 6.49 and 6.50 result in the following iterative formula 

hN-\)j=hj (6.54) 


k. 


(^-i)y 


hj 


oc 


cc\ 


Ki+i)j 


l+l 


z-l 




z~l 


% 


= hL 

kj 


Q<i<N (6.55) 

(6.56) 


Equating the value of koj from Equation 6.55 and Equation 6.56, the characteristic 
polynomial in b may be obtained, the roots of which will give the coefficients bj. As 
shown in [ANI82], the characteristic polynomial for this kind of system will have Ni 
roots with positive real part corresponding to the number of states with positive drift 
((iR-C)>0). Similarly there will be N 2 roots, (such that Ni + N 2 = N+1), with negative 
real part corresponding to the nrunber of states with negative drift ((iR-C)<0). Applying 
the boundary condition as x—^ck>^ one gets a,j=0 for all roots bj which have negative real 
part. Using ay = kijCj^ j in Equation 6.45 one gets Ni simultaneous equations in Ni 


variables a^j for all j for which bj has positive real part. This defines the complete 
system of equations from which the stationary probability can be obtained. 

The stationary probability distribution for the content in the fluid buffer is given 
by 

N 

P{X<x)=Y,^,P,{x) (6.57) 

/=0 

In this chapter we have used the approach provided above to obtain the 
approximate asymptotic loss probability. This approach is given in Section 6.2.3. The 
iterative procedure given here is more efficient than the one given in [ANI82] where 
the asymptotic constant requires computation of Ni stable eigenvalues of the key 


matrix. 


6.2.3 Approximation for the loss probability 

Here we approximate the solution of stationary probabilities P,(x) by a single 
exponential term corresponding to the dominant root in Equation 6.41 . 

For / e[0,N] 


C-^) ~ < xf M — i) = \ — a^qe + o(x) x > 0 

We assume here that fory^z^^^ are small compared with a^N. Hence we approximate 
<^NN to be unity. Next we use (6.54), (6.55) and (6.56) to obtain the loss probability after 
obtaining the approximate P i(x) from these equations. This loss probability will form a 
close upper bound for the asymptotic loss probability and may be used for real time 
Call Admission Control procedure. 

N 

^loss ~ ^ (6.58) 

1=0 


The asymptotic decay rate bN or dominant root of the 

explicitly give in [KOS74], [ANI82] as 

, N((^ + A)C-NM) 

^ — 

^ C(NR-C) 


characterisitic polynomial is 

(6.59) 


6.3 Alternate Approach for Asymptotic Loss 
Probability 

The exponential term in the expression for asymptotic buffer occupancy 
distribution depends on the source characteristics. While the buffer provides the 
smoothening effect that is captured by the decay rate constant, the asymptotic constant 
captures the multiplexing effect as has been mentioned earlier. With the simplifying 
assumption of A being unity, the effective bandwidths of all the sources add up. If C is 
the equivalent bandwidth of a single On-Off source then the effective bandwidth of N 
multiplexed sources will be N. C. For a bufferless model. Equation 6.2 gives 

Thus the asymptotic constant is the probability that the instantaneous aggregate 
inflow rate r is greater than the output channel capacity C. Hence the loss probability in 
the case of fluid buffer may be given by 

Plos, ~ P(r > 


(6.61) 


Here b is the dominant asymptotic decay rate given by Equation 6.59. The distribution 
of the flow rate r may be obtained from the stationary distribution of the underlying 
Markov Chain formed by the superposition of sources. In the case of superposition of N 
homogeneous, two state On-Off sources 


P{r > C) ■■ 


^ 2 1 . 

j=Lc/^Jv ^ 


Wii-P) 


N-i 


(6.62) 


A still easier and simple approach for modeling the asymptotic constant is by 
approximating the discrete distribution of r. Where the instantaneous input rate r takes 
only discrete values, it can be approximated by a suitable envelop provided the number 
of sources is large. This is the case of ATM networks. This approximation of a discrete 
distribution of r by an envelop allows simple approximate formula which may be better 
suited for CAC. In [MUD95] the aggregate fluid rate was approximated by the 
Gaussian envelop. It is a realistic assumption if large number of sources with similar 
parameters are multiplexed together. Each source is characterized by its average bit rate 
and standard deviation. 


6.4 Call Admission Control 

A general Call Admission Control function is based on obtaining the loss 
probability for the finite fluid buffer. A call is accepted if the loss probability due to the 
existing as well as the new connection is less than the loss probability requirements of 
all the connections. The criteria based on effective bandwidth method requires 
allocation of notional bandwidth C, to a connection. The Call Admission Fimction uses 
the following rule for accepting a new connection 

(«-63) 

z=0 

where Cii„k is the output link capacity. 

In the effective bandwidth methods proposed in the literature, this notional 
bandwidth is independent of the number of connections. We have used the loss 
probability given in Section 6.2.3 and 6.3 for obtaining the notional bandwidth and it 
changes as the number of connection increases. 

Algorithm: 



Step 1 : Obtain the Asymptotic constant using a close estimate for the effective 

A 

bandwidth C n for N sources including the new source. Use this estimate for obtaining 
asymptotic constant using either of the approaches given in Section 6.2.3 and 6.3. 

Step 2: Obtain the effective bandwidth of N sources using the following 
formula; 

^ NRa-N(^-\-X)+^l(N(^ + A)-NRay +4N^ARa 

2a 


where a is given by 

(6.65) 

X 

Here e is the loss probability and x is the buffer size. 

The choice of approximation for the effective bandwidth in step 1 decides 
whether the effective bandwidth obtained in Step 2 is on conservative side or not. If 

A 

is the exact effective bandwidth of iV sources. Then Cn > Ce will result in higher value 
of asymptotic constant A and hence the conservative value of Cv in step 2. The choice 

of Cv < Ce will result in the value of Cn in step 2 which is lower than Ce- Hence if 
the effective capacity Cn-i for N-1 connections is known, then the estimated effective 
bandwidth for N connections has been approximated by 

CN=N.C,_JiN-l) 

This is used to obtain the effective bandwidth of iV sources from Step 2 above. This 
effective bandwidth is used to accept or reject the new call. 

Heterogeneous sources: 

For heterogeneous sources forming multiple traffic classes the effective 
bandwidth has been obtained using segregation approach. In this approach the effective 
bandwidth of each class of traffic is obtained and the combined effective bandwidth is 
given by sum of the effective bandwidth of each traffic class. Segregation approach 
once again overestimates the link capacity as it does not take into account the 
multiplexing effect across different traffic classes. The approach given in Section 6.3 
permits the computation of combined effective bandwidth of aU the connections usmg 
the algorithm proposed above. The asymptotic constant A is obtained usmg the 
estimated effective bandwidth and the effective bandwidth is computed usmg the 



following oquation for Step 2. Tins has been obtained using the exphcit form for 
dominant root given in [KOS74]. 


N 

z=l 


- (jij + Ai) + +^i)- Riaf' + 

la 


a 


(6.67) 


6.5 Numerical Results 

In this section, we provide some numerical examples to illustrate the effective 
bandwidth concept. A comparison of the results obtained from the algorithm developed 
in this Chapter are compared with those obtamed in [ANI82] and [GUE91]. The results 
have been obtained with the need to demonstrate the gains achieved in terms of 
resource utilisation by adopting the algorithm given in this Chapter. The discussion in 
this section will also highlight the limitation if any of the effective bandwidth method 
proposed here. The numerical examples have been chosen so as to demonstrate the 
gains and accuracy of the approach for wide range of situations. 


Effective Bandwidth of a 4 Mbps Source 



In Figure 6.5 the effective bandwidth of a single source has been plotted for 
different values of source utilization p. Source utilisation has been taken as a parameter 
for burstiness of the source traffic. The On-Off source has a mean burst length of 
100ms. In the On period the source generates traffic at the rate of 4 Mb/s which is fed 




to the fluid buffer of size 3 Mbits. The meau off period of the source varies with the 
source utilxsation keeping the mean On-Period constant. The output link with capacity 
equivalent to effective bandwidth of the source guarantees the loss probabUity of less 
than 10 ’. The results plotted in Figure 6.5 clearly show that for a single source the 
effective bandwidth obtained from the approach presented in this chapter exactly 
overlaps the effective bandwidth obtained using the exact calculation given in [ANI82] 
and the fluid flow approximation of [GUE91]. 


Eftecliw Bandwidlh <>{5 4t) tVIbps JIohjick 



Figure 6.6 Equivalent Capacity Vs. Source Utilisation (5 Sources) 


The multiplexing behavior is captured by the plots of Figure 6.6. Five On-Off 
sources feed a buffer of size 3 Mbits. The Peak rate of each source is 40 Mb/s and the 
mean burst length is 10 ms. Once again the effective bandwidth for the combined 
traffic is obtained for the loss probability of 10^ The effective bandwidth of the 
combined traffic is plotted against the source utilisation p. For the higher source 
utlisation corresponding to low burstiness, the effective bandwidth curve obtained 
using algorithm presented in this chapter overlaps the one obtained through 
computation based on exact asymptote. But as the burstiness of the source increases 
(low source utlisation), the plots clearly show that the effective bandwidth obtained by 
the approach presented in this chapter are closer to exact computation in comparison 
with that obtained using fluid flow approximation in [GUE91]. For low source 
utilisation the gain in resource utlisation is of the order of 50%. This gain will be more 




as the number of sources would increase. It is clear that the one based on [GUE91] or 
Equation 6.1 results in very poor utilisation of resources. 

The gain in resource utilisation due to multiplexing gain is more evident in 
Figure 6.7. Here the number of sources used is 50. In this example 50 On-Off sources 
of peak rate 4 Mb/s and mean burst period of 100ms feed the fluid buffer of size 3 
Mbits. Once again the effective bandwidth obtained using different approaches is 
plotted against source utilisation. As is evident from Figure 6.7, the effective bandwidth 
obtained using algorithm in this paper forms a close upper bound resulting in a much 
better resource utilisation than the one based on fluid flow approximation of [GUE91]. 
Once again it is clear from the figure that the multiplexing gain is lost when the 
burstiness decreases. As the source utilisation increases, the ciuves almost converge 
and overlap in the region of low burstiness. 
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Figure 6.7 Equivalent Capcity Vs. Source utilisation (50 Sources) 


The dependence of equivalent capacity on burst length is shown in Figure 6.8. 
Here 500 On-Off sources fed a fluid buffer of capacity 3Mbits. The peak rate of each 
source is 400 kbps and the loss probability of lO’^ is assumed. The effective bandwidth 
increases with the increase in burst length. Once again the results obtained using the 
approach presented here, are much closer to the exact computation than with those 
obtained in [GUE91]. As the burst length increases keepmg the source utilisation 
constant, the multiplexing gain increases as is evident from Figure 6.8. The results 




based on Section 6.3 form a close upper bound as was expected. The results are far 
better than those based on Equation 6.1. 



Figure 6.8 Equivalent Capacity vs. Burst Length 
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Figure 6.9 Equivalent Capacity vs. No. of Sources 




The multiplexing effect is explicitly shown in Figure 6.9 by plotting the 
effective bandwidth of single source as the munber of sources increase. While there is 
no decrease in effective bandwidth per source when using the additive bandwidth 
method of [GUE91] based on Equation 6.1, the effective bandwidth obtained using the 
approaches in Section 3.3.3 and 3.4 clearly demonstrate the multiplexing advantage. 
The sources used for this example have Peak Rate of 4Mbps, source utilization factor 
p=0.3 and burst length of 0.1 sec. 

6.6 Summary 

A call admission control based on fluid flow model has been developed. The 
effective bandwidth obtained for multiplexed On-Off sources is very close to the exact 
asymptotic solution obtained by solving the matrix differential equations. The approach 
presented here is computationally simple and can be used for real time call admission 
management. This method is sensitive to accurate characterization of the source. Hence 
there is a need for some other metric which may be used along with the effective 
bandwidth for admitting or rejecting a connection. Such a metric should be such that 
online measurement of this metric should be possible. One such metric may be the 
mean duration for which a node remains in congested state. The ratio of the duration for 
which a node remains in congestion to the duration of no congestion may form an 
interesting design parameter for call admission control. In general the preventive 
mechanism based on Call Admission Control and Traffic Policing result in over 
allocation of resources and hence under-utilisation and are also sensitive to inaccuracies 
in modeling of the source traffic. Hence the need for some kind of reactive mechanism 
along with the preventive mechanism so that the QoS requirements can still be met 
even under inaccurate description of source traffic parameters. 



Chapter 7 


Conclusion 

In this thesis we have provided an analytical framework for engineering of 
QoS management system in next generation of packet switched networks. The next 
generation packet switched networks are expected to support multimedia traffic that 
requires guaranteed QoS from the network. This is only possible by combining 
various mechanisms like Call Admission Control, Policing, Scheduling, Flow Control 
etc. to achieve the goal of providing guaranteed QoS. Most of the schemes proposed 
in the literature are based on one of these approaches and perform Admission Control 
based on either loss probability or delay guarantees. In this work we have addressed 
the issue of flow control of real-time traffic by restricting the real-time flow to its 
guaranteed bandwidth during the duration when a node is experiencing congestion. 
The modem media encoders like GSM-AMR, MPEG4 etc allow multirate coding of 
media. This transmission of media traffic at reduced rate, only results in perceived 
degradation in quality by user. To make it a QoS criterion for Call Admission Control, 
this work has modeled the congestion duration and underload period and obtained the 
means of these periods. This model has been further extended to obtain the overload 
and imderload periods for nodes with feedback controlled sources. These models have 
been used to show the impact of variation of controlled rate on the overload and 
underload periods. 

The sojourn time analysis has been used to obtain the probability density for 
the over load and underload periods of a multiplexer with On-Off sources. The results 
have been applied to study the effectiveness of backpressure mechamsm in reducing 
the congestion duration and lossy periods. Three different models have been used. 
One, that uses simple rate regulation to discard excess traffic during congestion. 
Second model allows buffering of excess traffic at source and results in higher mean 
congestion duration. In third model, non-negligible propagation delay has been added 
to the second model and its impact on sojourn times into congested and uncongested 
duration has been studied. The intractability of the analytical solution has been 
handled by making suitable approximations and the results have been validated by 
comparison with simulation results. In the end we have also provided a simple method 



to obtain a better approximation for the tail probability distribution for a multiplexer. 
This takes into account the multiplexing effect of multiple sources when computing 
the effective bandwidth of traffic passing through a statistical multiplexer. 

Three feedback models have been considered. Each of these models is suitable 
for different types of traffic sources. While first model suits real-time multimedia 
traffic, second model is more applicable for data sources. Hence a mix of two kind of 
traffics with separate control on both will result in lossless support for data traffic 
while keeping the mean congestion duration low, so as to provide QoS guarantee in 
terms of bounded delays for real-time multimedia traffic. The feedback model 
provides what may be termed as guaranteed bandwidth service to each source. This 
guaranteed rate forms an important parameter in admitting a call as reduced 
guaranteed rate will either result in perceived degradation in quality for the duration 
for which a multiplexer remains in congestion or increased duration of congestion in 
the case of buffered sources. 

This analytical framework has application in engineering of QoS guarantees 
for packet networks with a mix of real-time and non-real time traffic. The application 
of this framework is discussed next. 

7.1 Application 

An integrated framework for traffic management, using preventive and reactive 
measures, has been suggested by the author in [MUD95A]. The framework in 
[MUD95 A] can be divided into three parts. 

1. Preventive measure for congestion control in the form of Call Admission 
Control (CAC) to restrict the traffic at a switching node. Effective bandwidth 
method of [MUD95A] is used to accept a call assuming that traffic on each 
virtual circuit is of On-Off type with exponentially distributed On and Off 
periods. 

2. Feedback based control of the rate of traffic arriving at the congested node 
aims at providing a minimum guaranteed bandwidth to each virtual circuit, till 
the congestion is removed. 

3 . Scheduling mechanism before and after the congestion assures bounded delay 
guarantees to real-time traffic while providing loss-less service to loss 
sensitive non-real time traffic. 
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In [MUD95A], the traffic on each virtual circuit has been assumed to be of 
On-Off type, same as that discussed in Section 3.1.1 of the thesis. The virtual circuits 
are classified into real time and non-real time circuits. QoS requirements of real time 
circuits are bounded delay and that of non-real time connections is low cell loss ratio 
and low average delay. It is assumed that real time traffic is less sensitive to cell loss 
than non-real time traffic. 

The output port of a non-blocking switch is modeled as a statistical 
multiplexer with link of capacity C with virtual circuits firom different incoming links 
being multiplexed on the output link. The multiplexer is said to be in congested state 
when the queue-length crosses the high threshold mark. This threshold is decided 
dynamically based on number of existing connections. The congested node sends 
three types of signals to the upstream nodes: reduce, stay mdfree. 

Call Admission Control is performed using effective bandwidth method of 
Section 6.3. The asymptotic constant is computed by obtaining the probability of the 
instantaneous inflow rate of combined real time and non-real time traffic being greater 
than the output link capacity C. If the sum of effective bandwidths of the existing and 
new virtual circuits is less than the link capacity then the new connection request is 
accepted else rejected. Different buffer sizes are used for real time and non real time 
traffic since real time traffic requires bounded delay guarantees and hence the smaller 
buffer. 

On detecting the congestion, the congested node goes into controlled mode 
and takes the following sequence of actions: 

1 . Send decrease signal to all upstream nodes and reset stay_flag 

2. Start controlled mode scheduling mechanism 

3 . Wait for max round trip propagation delay 

4. Monitor queue length until congestion ends 

a. If non-real time queue length increases and sta^ flag is not set, 
then issue stay signal and set stayjlag 

b. If queue length increases and stay^ag is set then goto step 1 . 

c. If queue length reduces below low threshold, scxidfree signal, stop 
monitoring of queue length, reset stayjlag and goto 5. 

5. Start scheduling mechanism for open loop mode. 


Every upstream node on receiving a decrease signal from congested 
downstream node, takes following set of actions while continuing to operate in open 
loop mode until it faces congestion due to backpressure mechanism: 

1. Decrease the output cell rate to congested node to sum of equivalent 
capacities of the virtual circuits common to the two nodes, and strictly 
policing it. 

2. Start increasing the output traffic to the congested node at a predefined 
rate. This rate is determined based on number of virtual circuits at the 
congested node and the difference in peak rates and effective bandwidth of 
each virtual circuit on congested node [MUD95A]. 

3. On receipt of stay signal, reduce the output cell rate to the rate existing at a 
time instant of round trip duration before receiving the stay signal. 

4. Continue till decrease or free signal is received. If decrease signal is 
received then goto Step 1 else if free signal then stop policing the output 
traffic to the congested node. 

Different scheduling strategy is used in open-loop mode and congested state. In 
open-loop mode simple non-preemptive priority is given to real time traffic. In 
congested state, the output link bandwidth is partitioned between real time traffic and 
non real time traffic. This partitioning is dynamically controlled to ensure zero loss in 
non-real time traffic while simultaneously providing maximum possible bandwidth to 
real time traffic. 

The framework described above has been studied in [MUD95A] using 
simulation. It was observed that reactive feedback mechanism not only reduces the 
probability of sustained congestion but also assures that the contracted QoS is 
satisfied even when the network is heavily loaded. But this framework does not take 
into account the duration for which the node remains in congested state resulting in 
the degradation in the quality observed by the receiver of real-time traffic at reduced 
bit rate. Hence the ratio of mean congested and open-loop periods and the mean 
duration of congestion can supplement the Call Admission Strategy. This is discussed 

next. 

Consider the two queue model described above. Let the real-time 
buffer be of size zero. While the feedback control of non-real time traffic follows the 
Model 2 described in Chapter 5, the feedback control associated with real-time traffic 



is of Model 1 type. The scheduler on the output link uses following scheduling 
strategy; 

• It gives priority to real time traffic when the multiplexer is in uncongested 
state 

• In congested state, it gives only guaranteed bandwidth to the real-time traffic 
and rest of the bandwidth of output link is given to non-real time traffic 

The analytical framework developed in this thesis has utility in engineering of Call 
Admission Control at each of such element in network backbone. Let the output link 
capacity be C and the combined flow of real-time traffic has following parameters: 

• Peak Traffic Rp 

• Mean Traffic R,„ 

• Guaranteed Traffic Rg 

Assuming thatthe traffic parameters satisfy the following relationship; 

Rp>Rg>R,„ — (7.1) 

The scheduling policy at the output of the multiplexer assures that the mean 
bandwidth available for the non-real-time traffic is greater than Cmr where Cmr is 
given by 

CNRT=C-Rg -—(7.2) 

Such a system can be designed through proper engineering of high and low 
thresholds [MUD95A], [MUD98] to provide almost negligible loss probability. For 
such a system the mean delay experienced by non-real-time traffic will be an 
important criterion for Call Admission Control. For engineering purposes, the mean 
delay is obtained by using the approximate buffer occupancy distribution obtained in 
Chapter 6. T his mean delay is used to obtain the effective bandwidth for the non-real- 
time traffic. The approach given in Section 6.3 is used for this. The asymptotic 
constant is obtained by computing the probability of instantaneous input rate being 
greater than the total output link capacity C. If Cgq is the effective bandwidth of the 
non-real time traffic so that mean delay is less than the specified mean delay then the 
following criterion need to be satisfied for Call Admission. 

Rp<C 

Ceq < CmRT 


--(7.3) 

--(7.4) 



Supplement these conditions with the check on if mean overload period and 
ratio of mean overload period to mean imderload period satisfy the QoS specification 
before accepting a new connection. 

Hence the analytical framework developed in this thesis has its usefulness in 
engineering of Call Admission Control to provide guaranteed Quality of Service for 
multimedia traffic and also the non-real-time data traffic in next generation packet 
switched networks. 

7.2 Summary of the Thesis 

In Chapter 3, the differential equation in Laplace domain has been obtained 
for probability density function of first passage to congestion and underload states of 
a multipelxer. The boundary conditions for the first passage times to the two states 
have been defined. Explicit expressions for eigenvalues and eigenvectors of the key 
matrix in the matrix differential equation for the first passage time probability density 
function, have been obtained. The properties of eigenvalues have been discussed. 
These properties are used along with the boundary conditions to obtain the solution 
for first passage density. 

Method for obtaining the solution of first passage density function is provided 
in Chapter 4. The constant coefficients in the solution for first passage time to 
overload and underload states have been obtained for both finite buffer and infinite 
buffer models of a multiplexer. The Chapter describes a fast simulator developed as 
part of this work and discusses examples to show the sojourn time behavior of 
overload and underload states as high and low thresholds are varied. The mean 
overload period shows a linear dependence on difference between high and low 
thresholds and increases as this difference is increased. Mean underload period 
increases with increase in high or low threshold. This increase is of exponential 

nature. 

In Chapter 5, the results obtained from earlier Chapters are applied to 
multiplexer with feedback controlled sources. As discussed earlier in this Chapter, 
three models have been used. Problem of modeling sojourn times of a multiplexer 
with feedback controlled sources with and without source buffer, has been made 
' analytically tractable by approximating the model. These approximations are 
discussed in details in this Chapter. Results show the effectiveness of reactive 
mechanism in reducing congestion duration. Addition of source buffer increases 



congestion duration but reduction in loss probability is a significant gain. For model 
with negligible propagation delay, it is shown that lossless transmission is possible. 
This study gives insight into the behavior of congestion duration and congestion cycle 
as feedback is applied. The first model shows significant reduction in congestion 
duration with feedback control while in second model feedback control results in 
lossless transmission of data but increases the duration for which multiplexer remains 
in overload state. 

Call Admission Control algorithm based on Effective Bandwidth method has 
been described in Chapter 6. The solution uses different approach to obtain stationary 
probability and the structure is exploited to obtain the multiplexing gain. CAC 
algorithm is proposed which incorporates this multiplexing gain to obtain effective 
bandwidth for existing and new connection. 

7.3 Scope of Future Work 

This study of feedback model uses multiplexer with constant rate output. This 
model developed here may be extended to multiplexer with phase type output process. 
This phase type output will be able to incorporate output control due to feedback from 
downstream node. The analysis of such a model will lead to more realistic modeling 
of backpressure mechanism. 

Framework developed here has not been extended to obtain Call Admission 
Control strategy incorporating sojourn time in overload and underload study. The 
results obtained in this work may be extended to develop design rales for a network 
node, in terms of dynamic adjustment of high and low thresholds to provide required 
QoS to existing connections. 

The effective bandwidth approach to CAC may be extended based on 
equivalent source concept. Let there be a simple source, which results in same 
moments of overload and imderload periods as those by superposition of number of 
heterogeneous sources. The effective bandwidth of this source may then be used in 
CAC to admit new connections. Such an scheme will be useful for obtaining 
equivalent source from measured overload and underload periods in a multiplexer 


node. 



Appendix 1 

Properties of Eigenvalues 

The procedure used to obtain the properties of the eigenvalues given by 
Equation 3.33 is discussed here. The eigenvalues given by Equation 3.33 are either 
positive eigenvalues with positive real part or are negative with negative real part. In 
the procedure used here the properties of eigenvalues are observed in right half of s- 
plane by obtaining the characteristics of the eigenvalues at s=0 and how it changes in 
the positive half of s-plane in terms of it’s gradient. This approach is used to segregate 
the positive eigenvalues from the negative eigenvalues. 

For the coefficients a{l, .s) , b(l, s) and c(/, .y) are given by: 

bm = iXy - 0" * + 2(|- /i - C)[y (A + i)] (AI . 1) 

For the given value of the parameters of the homogeneous sources and the link 
capacity of the multiplexer with fluid buffer, the two parameters which affect the sign 
of the coefficients a(/),6(/)andc(/)are the integer I and link capacity C. The 
parameter s is ignored when referring to the coefficients a{l,s) , b{l,s) and c{l,s) for 
the case 5=0. The properties of the eigenvalues z in the different region of C as the 
integer / vary from 0 to V are discussed next. The assumption of stability for the fluid 
multiplexer requires C to satisfy the following equation. 

C>iVR(-^) (Al-2) 

X'\~ JLL 

Consider the region C < VR / 2 . The root of the quadratic a{l)z^ + b{l)z + c = 0 
is given by Equation 3.33. As / varies from 0 to N 'va. Equation 3.33, it accounts for two 
roots due to the ± sign of the term ■'Jb^ — 4ac / 2a . For / = 0 , the coefficient c(/) = 0 
and a(l) > 0 . Hence the root given by 



z = 


(A1.3) 


6 ( 0 ) 

2a(0) 2a(0) 

depends on the sign of b(0 ) . Simplifying the expression for b(l) , with / = 0 , we get 

6(0) = N^RA - NC(A + //) (A1 .4) 

Assuming that the multiplexer satisfies the stability condition in Equation A 1.2 then 
6(0) is negative. Thus for / = 0 , the roots of the quadratic equations are non-negative 
and is given by 


6 ( 0 ) 

a(0) 


(AL5) 


The first derivative of zf/.s) with respect to s is obtained next. The characteristics of the 
first derivative define how the root will behave in right half of 5 -plane. 

(Kji-C)-(-- l)R [sR + ^C + AjNR-C)] 

dz{l,s) ^ 2 2 ^(^sR +fiC + A{NR - C)f + AixAjNR -IR- QjlR 

ds (NR-lR-C)iC-lR) 

(A1.6) 

For / = 0 


[5i;+//c+i(iVR-c)] 

■^(sR + mC + A(NR - C)f + 4^A(NR -IR- C)(IR - C) 


for all 5>0 


(A1.7) 


Hence 


dz(l,s) ^ 
ds 


N N 
(^)R-(^R-C) 

(NR-C)C 


>0 


(A1.8) 

Therefore the non-negative eigenvalue for / = 0 at 5 = 0 remains non-negative for 5^0 
i.e. in the right half of s-plane. 

Now consider 0 < / < [C/i?]. Once again from the definition of the coefficients 
of the quadratic equation it is observed that c{l) < 0 and u(/) > 0 . This implies that the 
sign of the root is determined by the sign of the third term in Equation 3.33. The 
numerator of this third term is positive and {NR — /i? — C) > 0 and (C — IR) > 0 


therefore the corresponding root and hence the corresponding eigenvalue is non- 
negative. To check the behavior of the root in the right half of s-plane the second term 
in Equation A1.6 satisfies the following inequality 



> 1 for all 5 > 0 


[^ig + //C + A(iVR-0] 

7 (sR + /J.C + Ji(NR - C)f + 4jlU(NR -IR- C)(IR - C) 


And the derivative satisfies the following: 


ds (NR-lR-C)iC-IR)^^ 


(A1.9) 


(ALIO) 


Therefore it can be said that the eigenvalues corresponding to 0 < / < |_C / i? J remain 


non-negative in the right half of s-plane. 

Next consider the case Lc/i?J</<A^-|_C/i?J. The quadratics corresponding 
to the integer / in the range given have a(l) < 0 and c(/) < 0 . Hence the sign of b(l) 
will govern the properties of the root. Since C < NR / 2 and the system parameters 
satisfy the stability condition (Equation A1.2), the first term in Equation 3.33 is always 
positive as jJL> X. The numerator of the second term is positive but the denominator is 
negative hence - b(l) > 0 . Thus the roots corresponding to / in this range are also non- 
negative. 

Also 


[sR + ^C + X(NR-C)] 

^l(sR + juC + X(NR - C)f + 4^X(NR -IR- C)(/i? - C) 


for all j > 0 


(Al.ll) 

and (NR -IR-C)>0 and (C-lR)<0. This leads to following inequality: 


dz(i,s) ^^2 


N N 

(^R-C)-(^-1)R 


>0 


(A1.12) 

ds (NR-1R-C)(1R-C) 

Hence the roots increase with increasing s. Thus it can be said that the roots remain 
non-negative for all 5 > 0 . 

For A/'-LC/i?J</< A, it is observed that a(l)>0 and c(/)<0. Hence the 
properties of the roots are governed by the third term in Equation 3.33. This term is 
negative for the integer I such that A-LC/i?J</< A. Hence the corresponding 

eigenvalues are negative for s = 0. For /=Athe root is zero. 



[^ig + /zC + i(M-C)] 

^](sR + JUC + A,{NR - C)f + AjuXiNR -IR- C){IR - C) 


■>1 forall 5>0 


Therefore 

dz(l, s) 


N N 

i±-l)R-(±R-C) 

<_i 1 <0 


(AL13) 


(A1.14) 


ds (NR-lR-C)iC-lR) 

Hence, the eigenvalues remains negative in the right half of s-plane. 

Now consider C > NR / 2 . Following the approach taken above he properties of 
the eignevalues given by the set of quadratics defined by the constants given in 
Equation Al.l are obtained. For / = Othe coefficients a(/) > 0 and c(/) = 0 . Hence the 
root of the quadratic is non-negative and is once again given by 

(A1.15) 



b(0) 

1 

«(0) 


Similarly for 0 < / < A - [C / i? J a(l) > 0 and c(l) < 0 . Thus the roots for these values 
of 1 will depend on the properties of the third term in Equation 3.33. This term is non- 
negative implying the roots are non-negative for 5 = 0 . Since (NR - /i? - C) > 0 and 

(/J? - C) < 0 , therefore 

[iS/? + rC + Z{NR — C)] > 1 for all 5^0 


^(sR + juC + KNR - C)f + AiiiXiNR - IR - C){IR - C) 


f Al.l 6) 


and 

dz(l,s) ^2 2___>0 

ds (NR-IR-C)(C-IR) 

(A1.17) 

For JV - LC / « J S / S LC / it ^ ^ 

depend on the sign contributed by the first two terms in Equation 3.33. Assutmng that 
A>M (stability condition (Equation AU)) then the root is negative for all values of I 
in the above given range. This assumption is based on the feet that the capacity 
ONR/2 and assuming the efficient utilization of resources the mean source 

utilization given by A /(;l + //) is not less than K. 



[5i?+//c+;i(iVi;-c)] 

V (sR + //C + Z(NR - of + 4^A(NR -IR- C)(IR - C) 


< 1 for all 5 > 0 

(A1.18) 


as (NR -IR-C)<0 and (IR-C)<0. Hence 
dz(l,s) 


N N 

(^-l)R-(^R-C) 

■<~ ^ ^ <0 


(A1.19) 


ds (NR-IR-C)(C-IR) 

Thus the roots remain non-negative in complete right half of the s-plane. 

In the end checking the conditions for [C / R]< I < N we find that the 
coefficient a(l) > 0 and c(l) < 0 . Hence the roots once again depend on the third term 
in Equation 3.33. The denominator is non-negative as both the factors (MR -IR-C) , 
and(C - IR) are negative. The numerator is negative for integer I in the above range. 

[sR + ^C + A(NR-C)] 


^(sR + iiC + X(NR - C)f + 4fiX(NR -IR- C)(IR - C) 


> 1 for all 5 > 0 


and 


N N 

^ (—-l)R-(—R-C) 

dz(l,s) ^ ^2 ’ ^2 


<0 


ds (NR-IR-C)(C-IR) 

Hence the roots remain negative in the entire right half of s-plane. 


(A1.20) 


(A1.21) 
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Left and Right Eigenvectors 
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In order to obtain the right eigenvectors from the left eigenvectors given by 
Equation 3.34, the procedure outlined here has been used. There is a diagonal matrix rthat 
symmetrizes the transition rate matrix M of the modulating process M(t). The diagonal 
matrix t can also symmetrize the key matrix W^sl-M). For the Birth and Death 
process defined in Section 3.3.1, the diagonal element t, of t, is given by 


"‘1 


iMfiy 


(N^ 


V ' y 


(A2.1) 


If V and W are the right and left eigenvectors of the key matrix - M ) , and 


V and W are the right and left eigenvectors of the symmetric matrix r ' (s/ - M)Tthen 


V' = -r'y 


(A2.2) 


and 

W' =Wt (A2.3) 

Since (sI — M)t is symmetric hence V and are identical. Using this in Equation 

A2.2 and Equation A2.3 it can be shown that the left and right eigenvectors IE and F of 
£)■' (si - M) have the following relationship in terms of transpose of W 

V = tV 


(A2A) 



Appendix 3 

Stationary Probability Distribution 


In [ANI82], the authors have used the model similar to the one presented in the 
Section 3.1. An infinitely large fluid buffer is fed by N identical sources with 
exponentially distributed On-Off periods. The buffer is emptied by a constant capacity 
output link. The superposed arrival process is a fluid arrival process with the 
backgroimd process given by a birth-death process with N+1 states. The stationary 
distribution of the content in the buffer is obtained using the spectral analysis of the key 
matrix D'^M where D is the drift matrix given by 

D=diag{ro-C, ri-C, rr-C , rjv-C } (A3.1) 

And M is the infinitesimal generator for the background birth and death process. 
Assuming that the stability condition is satisfied. 

Let Pi(t,x) denote the probability that the source defined by the N+I state 
Markov Modulated Rate Process (MMRP) is in state i and the buffer content does not 
exceed x. 

PXt,x) = P[Mit) = i,X(t) < x] t > 0, X > 0, ieiO,N] (A3.2) 

then the Markov Process (M(t), X(t)) is defined by the following differential equation 
obtained using Kolmogorov forward equations 
For i £[0,N] 

P^ (t + At, x) = X,AtP, 1 (t, x) + jU,AtP,^^ (t, x) -h [1 - //, At - A, At]P, (t, x - (r, - C)At) -H o(At^ ) 

(A3.3) 


This results in the following set of partial differential equations as At -^0 

+ (^ _ = -(1, + + \.,P,.,{t,x) + *40, A^] 

dt ' 3x 

(A3.4) 

The stationary behavior of the system is given by time-independent equilibrium 
probabilities 

F;(x) = lim/^(t,x) if[0,N] (A3.5) 


Thus 



dt 


(A3.6) 


hence the system equilibrium probabilities are given by the following set of differential 
equations 

, dF^x) 


(A3.7) 


This is given in matrix differential form as: 

x>0 




where D and Af are (N+l)x(N + 1) matrix and F(x) is column vector as given below 


r^-C 0 . . o’ 

0 r,-C 0 . 0 

£)= 

0 ... 0 

_ 0 0 0 0 r^-C 

'-JLg //, 0 . O’ 

Ao iL^ . 0 

M= . .... 

0 ... 0 

_ 0 0 0 Vi -Fn. 

F(x) = [Fo(x) F,ix) . . F^(x)f x>0 


(A3.9) 


(A3. 10) 


(A3. 11) 


This system of equation has been solved in [ANI82] by obtaining the 
eigenvalues and eigenvectors for the matrix D'^M and using the property of the 
solution at the boundary x=0 and as x-^oo. If the drift D is non-singular and M is 
irreducible then the solution of (A3. 8) is given by 

J7(x) = i^,(~)-Z"y«*'* i^O.N] (A3.12) 

y=0 


The number of eigenvalues with negative real part correspond to the number of states 
for which the drift d, is positive. Similarly the number of eigenvalues with positive real 
part equals the number of states for which drift dj is negative: The boundary value 



requirement as x^<» results in the coefficients a,j=0 for all eigenvalues bj which have 
positive real part. Hence if is the number of states with the positive drift then 

F,ix) = FXoo)-^a,/^^ if[0,N] (A3.13) 

;=0 

The stationary loss probability is obtained ifrom the probability of the buffer 
content exceeding the buffer size B in (A3. 13) for large values of x. For computing the 
effective bandwidth, the asymptotic loss probability is used. The advantage of 
asymptotic results is that they are based on dominant eigenvalue and the analytical 
formulas are simple, hence more suitable for implementing real time Call Admission 
Control. 

For the arrival firom a single On-Off source (N=l) with peak rate R and the 
buffer link capacity C, the stationary probability distribution for the content in the fluid 
buffer is given by 

= X>0 (A3.14) 

(a + JLl)L- 


AR 


■ loss 


{X+M)C 


/ C(R-C) 


x>0 (A3. 15) 


For the system where the combined arrival process is superposition of N 
homogeneous On-Off sources with peak rate R, the parameters of drift matrix D and 
infinitesimal generator Mare given by; 

For i 8 [0,N] 
r, =iR 


A, =(N-i)A 


(A3. 16) 


ju, =iju 

The asymptotic overflow probability for the infinite fluid buffer with output link 
capacity C has been obtained in [ANT82] 


■ loss 


'(• 


X 


jLL 


)*n 




bj+K _ 


(A3. 17) 


where bj are the eigenvalues of the key matrix D M and Aat is the dominant eigenvalue 
given by 

Ni{iii + A)C-Nm 

CiNR-C) 


K=- 


(A3. 18) 



This requires obtaining all the eigenvalues of the matrix D'^M. In the literature on Call 
Admission Control based on effective bandwidth method [GUE91 [GIB95] [ELW93], 
the following approximation for loss probability has been used. 

Ploss ~ for large X (A3. 19) 

wher b is the dominant eigenvalue. This is because of computation difficulty associated 
with computing the asymptotic constant A in the asymptotic overflow probability: 

P{X >x) = (A3.20) 

As shown in [ANI82] [KOS74] the constant b can be obtained from relatively 
simple expressions, while the determination of the constant A is typically more difficult 
[GUE91]. Approximating A by unity results in overestimation of the effective 
bandwidth as it does not take into account the multiplexing effect of the number of 


sources. 
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Appendix 4 


Two-State MMRP Approximation 


The superposition of N On-Off sources is approximated by a two state Markov 
Modulated Rate Process by using the approximation based on asymptotic matching 
{BAI91]. Let Mbe the modulating Markov Chain for the superposed traffic from N On- 
Off sources. The phases of the superposed arrival is divided in two based on positive and 
negative drift at the multiplexer. State 1 of the two-state MMRP corresponds to phases of 
superposed traffic that result in positive drift and state 0 represents phases with negative 
drift. Assuming R to be the peak rate of each contributing On-Off Source and C be the link 
capacity of multiplexer. 

Let 


X Mean transition rate of 2-state MMRP to state 1 

Id Mean transition rate of 2-state MMRP to state 0 

rj Fluid rate in state 1 of MMRP 

ro Fluid rate in state 0 of MMRP 

If Q is the [N-\C/ i? J]jc[iV - [C / i? J rate transition matrix relevant to the transient 

states consisting of all the states of M that contribute to positive drift. Then // is given by 
the maximal real part eigenvalue of Q. 

If Ttj is the stationary probability of MMRP Mbeing in state i then 



n 


N 

I, 

i=[C/R}+l 



(A4.1) 


-iR 


(A4.2) 
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X is obtained by matching the overall mean rate of the superposed traffic with that 
of two state MMRP. 


X 


NpR-rp 

^'rj-NpR 


(A4.3) 


where p is the source utilisation of an On-Off Source. 
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Appendix 5 

Transient Solution for ATM Multiplexer 

The transient solution for an ATM Multiplexer is derived in {TAN95] [Ren95]. If 
M is the transition rate matrix of the two-state MMRP considered in Section 4.2 and D is 
the drift, then Laplace of transient probability distribution Fx ( xJ.xq ) is given by 

Fx(x,s,xq) = Fx(x,0)(sI-M)~^\i- ^ \ 

[ J (A5.1) 

where A(s) is a constant matrix obtained from the following boundary conditions: 

1 . For infinite buffer, the terms with negative eigenvalues are zero. 

2. When incoming traffic is greater than the outgoing traffic, the probability of buffer 
being empty is zero. 
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